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To the HONOURABLE 


Members the Houſe of Com- 
mons, Mr. Coxpvir, dr. Caoss 
and Mr. HEaTHCoT. 


| GENTLEMEN, 


NO U have been becky told, by a Wri- 
z ter of very great Diſtinction, * That 

& Diſtance of Time makes a reat Al- 
2 teration in Religion, as well as Lan- 
3 guages; which, if true, may poſſi- 
bly ſerve, in the beſt Manner, to juſtify your 
preſent Proceedings relating to Witchcraft . For, 
otherwiſe, what can be ſaid for thoſe renowned 
Sages of the Law, ſuch as Lord Chief Juſtice 
Cole, Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, &c. who, with 
all their OO Good Senſe, and Solid 


Meet. 
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We See the plain 1 of the W and End of * 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, p. 8. 
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Judgment, are now to be recorded as {ad In- 
ſtances of Human Fraily ; and are become, 
in one Reſpect, as much the Subject of your 
Pity and Deriſian, as they formerly were of 
your profound Veneration, in all Points of our 
Engliſh Law. | e 

"I's ſiid, that this intended Repeal of the 
Statute of 1 Fac. C. 12. took its Riſe from the 
ſume zealous Principle, that now animates and 
diſplays itſelf in fo fenal a Manner, for pre- 
| ſerving the many Lifes of His Majeſty's good 
Subjects, which might otherwiſe periſh by a 
weak judge, and an ignorant Jury; as alſo for 
reſcuing all of us in general, (ſuch as paſs under 
the Denomination of Proteſtant) from the grie- 
vous Oppreſſion of ſuch Relicts (as I ſuppoſe 
you take Witchcraft to be) of Popery and Super- 


fiction And vet it has.ſo happened, Gentle- 


men, that, during the long Reign of Queen E!:- 


&4berh, of glorious Memory (who, you will | 


agree, neither wanted wiſe Senators, nor able 
Counſ-llors ; and, conſidering the many Thun- 
cer-Claps they had to annoy them from the J 
ticau, it may be reaſonably thought, their Spi- 
rita were the more irritated, and conſequently 
that the Work of Reformation went faſter on). 


ſay, during that long Reign, Witchcraft was | 
not deemed a Relief of Popery. And when, after 


the Queen's Demiſe, the Legiſlature had Rea- 
tons (which I ſhali not trouble you with) for 


making Alterations, by repealing the 5th of 


Queen Elizabeth ; you will pleaſe ta obſerve, 


they made no Alterations, as to their Þ ations. 


of 
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of Vitcheraft. They ſtill confider'd it as an 
O ſence Capital immediately agunſt the Divine 


Majesty, and therefore made the Puniſbment Fe- 
lony, as being firmly perſuaded of the real Na- 
ture of the Offence, Nor were our Senatera, in 
ſucceeding Reigns, hardy enough (pardon the 
Expreſſion) to debate the Operations of the In- 
tellectual World: For they were convinced (and, 
upon fuch Conviction, they ever declined fuch 


| Debates) that Infinite Wiſdom and Power has 


made It as great a Secret to his Creature Man, 


Ho, or in what Manner his i iniſtring Spirits 


(for Good or for Evil, to Reward or to Puniſh) 
do communicate with us in this ſublunary World, 


as He has that of Soul and Body's operating on 
each other. You will not queition the latter 


Operation, becauſe 'tis Fact too notorious. And 
give me Leave to add, that, without the Help 
of fuch a Divine Spark within your own Breaſts, 
you could not ſo much as carry on your De- 

bates on the former. 8 7 
My Lord Chief Juſtice Hale (Gentlemen) in 

his Pleas of the Crown, gives the following 
ſhort Analytical Account of the Statute concern- 
ing Witchcraft, © At Common Law, ſays he, 
* Witchcraft is puniſhed with Death, as Here- 
* { was, by Writ de Heretico comburendo, * 
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LY Lord fon to Coke's Pleas of the Crown, as PI 
which I don't doubt, but your Worſhips have conſulted, 


and pity'd /i Underſtanding and Knowledge too as well 
a the ers. e 


« The 


L vi 
« The Statute of 1 Fac. 12, is the only Law 
% now in Force againſt it, and divides it into 
« two Dezrees. IV itchcraft in the firſt Degree 
* mide Felony without Benefit of Clergy, inclu- 
ding four Sorts or Species. 


* 


Ln 


C 


— * Tavocation or Conjuration of an Evil 
* Spit t. 


cv 


©. ploy, feed or Reward any Evil Spirit to any 
Intent, tho' no Act be done thereupon. 


III. Take up any dead Perſon, or any Part 


e thereof, to be employed or uſed in Witch- 
craft, Charm, Oc. though not actually uled or 
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** 


employed. 

e | xerciſe any Witchcraft, * 
« Charm, or Sorcery, whereby any Perſon hall 
1 Killed, deſtroyed, conſumed, or lamed in 
« his or her Bodv, or any Part thereof ; which 


a5 


* r<quires the Act to be done, vic. laming, 


«. conſuming, Cc. 


+ Theſe, and all acceſſary 6 to ſuffer 
« 27, Felons without Clergy : But Acceſſaries 
may be after; but then they have Clergy, 


e becauſe not ſpecially excluded. 
* Wit craft in the Second Degree ; 3 


I. To take upon them by Witchcraft, In- 
„ chintment, Charm, or Sorcery, to tell where 
« Treaſurs is to be found : They that take up- 
« on them to do it, thouglt they cannot, yet 


Ill. Or 


weithin this Law, 


Il. Conſult, covenant with, entertain, en- 


cc 
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DL vii J 
ll. Or where Goods loft or ſtolen may bz 
& found. 
« III. Or to the Intent to provoke any Per- 
ſon to unlauful Love; theſe Clauſes come 
under the Word (raking upon). 
IV. Whereby Goods or Cattle ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed ; which requires an actual deſtroying, 


0 


cc 


| © and not a bare taking upon them. 


V. Or ſhall uſe Witchcraft, &c. to hurt 


0 any Perſon, though the ſame be not effected. 


« The Puniſhment of theſe, 1. The Firſt Of- 
« fence a Year's Impriſonment and Pillory. 2. 
«© The Second Offence, Felony : But this re- 

« quires, I. An actual Conviction and Judg- 


| © ment for the Fir/?. 2. The Second Offence 


< muſt be committed after the Judgment for the 


| © Frift. The like in Forgery, Tranſportation 


« of Sheep, &c. But the Conſequents upon an 


| « e. Vie Corruption 0 Blood, and Loſs 
«of * But during Lite, the Lands Ton- 


« feir. And note, A Saving againſt Corruption 
« of Blood, preſerves the Deſcent ; and Saving 


of the Land to the Heir, prevents Rp Ko 
of Blood. 


But, Gentlemen, ſhould the greateſt Ornaments 


of the Long Robe have hitherto been miſtaken 
in not judging of this Stare, in the Manner 


you do; yet, 'tis humbly preſumed, you think 


as they did, as to the Intellectual World in ge- 


neral, though you cannot allow of ſuch its Ope- 
rations upon the Material One. One of your 


| own Side of the Queſtion, A Clergyman, now 4 


Bilhop 


DL viii] 6 

Biſhop in Ireland, is even poſitive (and I make 
no Doubt, but you will contirm it in the Pre- 
amble of your Hill) when he tells his Three 
Right Honourable © 7 1ZFs, That tis a Point 
very certain, that the fober Felief of good and 
bad Spirits is an Eilential Part of every good 
_ Chriſtian's Faith.“ I readily grant, the Illuſtrious 
Triumvirate eaſil y admitted his Point to be very 
rue; but, I muſt think, they ſtill widely di, 
fered from him; or, rather, judged it inconſiſt- 
ent with ſuch a Belie,, that all Communications 
ſhould be reckoned Imaginary, and that the In- 
tellectual World ſhould not ferve the Purpoſes of 
an Aimighty Being, in rewarding or prn:ſhing 
according to the Divine Appointment. And [ 


am the more inclined to think fo, becauſe They, | 


whom, by his Dedication, he imagined might be- 
come his Patrons in ſuch Sentiments, never al- 
tered their Not ions, during the whole Courſe of 
their Lives (fo far as I have heard) as to the | 
Fundamental Part of the Statute, which you are | 
now going virtually to Repenl : And tho they were 
| known to be as ſtrongly attach'd to the Proteſtant 
Religion and Intereſt, as yourſelves can poſſiblß 
be, yet they could not entertain even a Thought 
of having the Statute ſo Repealed ; nor con- 
clule (as the Biſbop does) That Communica» 


tions from the other World ſhould be deemed the | 


Spring both of the worſt Corruptions of Reli- 


„ 


— — — 
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* Dr. Huchinſon's Hiſtorical Eſſay concerning Witches | 
crafr, in his Dedication | 


gion, | 


r 
gion, and the greateſt Perverſions of Juſtice, I 
wiſh, that Right Reverend, ſince he was pleas'd 
to annex his 7wo Scrinons to his Hiſtorical 


Tra&, (with an Intent, no Doubt, of better 


reconciling his jarring Notions about this 
Affair had forbore mangling an excellent Col- 
le ot our Church; (a) which, as 'tis grounded 
on the Holy Scriptures, ſo it ſtands, and | hope, 
will ever ſtand, ſupported by the Legiſlature. 


What need was there of that little Variation, (as 


he calls it) in ſtriking out the Words, Thar, by 
God's Appointment, Angels may Succour and 


Defend Us, and placing in the Room of them, 
Aſſiſt and further us in the Race of all Goodneſs ? 
He knew very well, that St. Paul has inform'd 
us, that we ought to beg this Succour and 
Defence from Good Spirits; that we may be 


able to WVreſtle (not only againſt Fleſh and 
Blood, tho' that's a pretty difficult Task we all 


find; but) againſt bad ones; to defeat the Wiles, 


and manifold Aſſaults of Principalities, and 


Powers, of the RULERS of the Darkneſs of : 


Tris WoRLD, SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS 


in High Places. (b) The Biſhop muſt know, how 


Strong the Original Words are againſt his No- 


tions. With what Intent cou'd St. Paul call theſe 
Powers »conmorenrien:, but to ſignify, that we 


might too often become their Yaſſals, if we 


aid not take Care? And what are the = vi 
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(4) Collect appointed for the Fraſt of St. Michael and al! 
Angels. | TE 


(b) Eph. vi. 12. 5 1 
1 dub 


LX ] 

u Tis Tornelue, but what ſtands explain'd 
in the Margin of ſome of our Bibles, viz. Wicked 
Spirits? There is a , a Struggle then againſt | 
their Efforts; and if fo, there muſt be ſome- 
thing more than an {mnginary Communication, as 
the biſhop ſtiles it. in ſhort, the very Cloſe of 
the Pi/bop's Sermon could not poſſibly lead him 
to make ſuch a little Fariation, (as he calls it) but 
it leads, rather, to make none at all, agreeable to 
this Paſſage of St. Paul. The Biſbop's Words are 
theſe—Their Concern, i. e. of good Angels, about 
our Souls, ſnews the Value of them; and from 
their Concern about them, let us learn Judg- 
ment, and encreaſe our ozon Care; and tate He: d 
ſ to order our Lifes, that they may not be con- 
/ien'd to that State, which God hath prepared 
for the greateſ? of thoſe Evil Spirits, and all his 
Inſtruments of Exil. How jrſily might St. Paul's 
Ferdi of Fxhortation have follow'd — TV herefore 
prt on the whole Armor of God, that ye may. be 
able to fland against the Wiles of the Devil; for 
woe wreſtle not, Gc. But the Collect was rather 
to be altercd than the Text; and a little Varia- 
tion in the latter, wou'd not have paſs'd fo eaſi- 
ly, as in the former; tho' the Collect manifeſtly 
comprchends the full Meaning, and Purport of 
the Text itſelf; and the Force and Energy of 
the Morde in our Collect are loſt, when the 
Words (otherwiſe Pious and Good) are put in 
their Room, viz. A//iſting and furthering us in 
the Race of all Goodneſs, LT 


Permit 


1 

Permit me, Gebilimen to dwell a little longer 
upon theſe ]/, ords of St. Paul, (a) becauſe they 
will rather guide than miſlead you in tae / 'ork 
you are about: And, as 'tis a Work of no {mall 
Importance, it will not be taken amiſs, if I re- 
mind you of GamaliePs Advice likewiſe. When 
the Goſpel of Chriſt was Preaching, —— ever 
condemns Witchcraft, and Sorcery ; Mzy. K. ACS 
xiii, 6, 8, 10. Tzprnnciez Galat. v. 20, how- 
ever you, our Repreſentatives, ſhall pleaſe to 
determine the Affalr within Doors) he had 
ſuch a ſtrong Impulſe on his Mind, of an ober- 
ruling Power, that he thought it proper, tho' à 
Jero, and a great Enemy to the Apoſtles, to let 
them go on Preaching the Myſterious Doctrine of 
the Refi wrefion : tho? „you know, St. Par! had 
no other Treatment at Athens. (when he did rhe 
fame Thing,) than that of a Babler, But, ſays 
the Dofor of the Law, (v L; G.) Take 

beed to yourſelves, &c. The Fathers, Gentle- 
men, were Men of great Learning, as well as 
Piery, and Integrity; and therefore may juſtly 
demand your Attention in this Afair: They 
were by no Means Strangers to Metaphy/icks ; 
but, yet, did by no Means preſume to make 
ſuch Diſcuſſions, and Altercations, about the 
Nature of an Immaterial Being (not excepting 
God himſelf) as ſome of our Moderns have ven- 
wr to do: Sud One of them has told you "Om 


— 


155 Eph. vi. Lz. 


(5) See thoſe inſu ferable Debates 1 Mr. Laws, 
about the Iumenſicy of God, 


* 21] à hardy 


Lin 
a hardy one he is, for which, I ſhall ask no Par- 
don) that you are to conceive of the Divine 
Subſtance, às being extenced; and if extended, 
cur Faculties, which God has glwen us. mult 
ever be ar a I.ofs to conceive of ſuch Divine 
Shbſtance, otherwiſe, than as Material; and 
contequently , what muſt be the Being. that he 
woird have us to make the Object of our Wor- 
ſoap £ (4) Since Cod, lays he, is ſome Way or 
* other preſent every where, it follows that his 
Subſtance, for without Subſtance he cannot 
be preſent at all, it follows, that his Subſtance 
muſt exiſt every where ; and, conſequently 
have an infinite Expanſion. As God cannot 
be preſent where his Subſtance is nor, fo nei- 
ther can he A& where his Subſtance is not. 
His a&ing without Local Preſence is acting 
nn where, or Without Exiſing, if exiſting 
no where is the fame as not exiſting.“ What 
ſnall we ſay, Gentlemen 2 Shall fach Argu- 
7% as this, about the Almighty, be any lon- 
ger ſafferd in a Chriftian Country 2 What 
ſuys the Royal Prophet? (i am perſuaded, you 
b-lieve both the Prophets and Apoſtles too) 
Il ether ſhail T gofiom thy Spirit, (b) or whether 
- all I g9 from thy Preſence, &c. My Reins are 
Tine, (my Thoughts, and my very Soul are 
 Thine, open and naked to thy All-ſeeing Eye). 
David did not want ee, when he thus 


Ne 
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ſpake 


D xl¹ } 
ſpake of the Infinite Being; and had the Author, 
juſt mentioned, ſtudied his Bible more, and leſs 
concerned himſelf in vending ſuch impioue ne- 
taphyſical Fargon; he might have orm'd from 

thence the trucit, and therefore the b-/? Noti- 

ons of the Immenſity and Infinity of the Divine 
Nature; ſuch as all the Metaphyſicks, whether 
of the ancient or modern Schools, muſt be al- 
lowed to fall ſhort of. But, Gentlemen, tho? 
it muſt needs be that Offences come , yet, I 
hope, I am nor to remind you, that therefore 
you ougut to be the more circumſpect. Tis im- 
poſſible, ſuch imaginary, vain, ſandy Links of 

Argument, can Jong detain or lead Captive Per- 
ſons of that known good Senſe, the Almighty 
has been pleaſed to give you, Don't be offended 
if a Church of England Prieft has told you (as 
he does in expreſs Terms) in a very groſs Man- 
ner, (a) as to the Nature of Spzrt in general; 
As every Boay's Sphere of acting is confin'd 
* ({ays he) to its Sw face, without and beyond 
* which it cannot act; ſo every Spirit's Sphere 
Hof acting is confin'd to its local Preſence, with- 


«* out and beyond which it cannot act. And 
„ this Sort of. Philoſophy is demonſtrative, he 


* ſays, or elſe nothing is ſo. * But I ſpare him, 
unwilling to take up too much of your Time. 
Had the good Primitive Fathers, T juſt now men- 
_ tioned, talk'd after this Manner, they muſt have 

laid a de their Bi-le, as this Gentleman (to his 


— 
a 
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5 Shame) 


[ xiv 7 . 

Shame) ſeems to have done; at leaſt to any 
good Purpoſe , and thoſe Jenerabl- Lights of 
the Chriſtian Church might juſtly have deſerr'd 
your . But they talk quite otherwiſe 


upon this Matter, conliſtently with the Tenor 


of the whole Scriptin es. 

One of them, diſcourſing upon this Infiruc- 
tive Patlage of 'St. Paul b. vi.) concerning 
the Operations of Evil Spirits, when he remarks 
upon the 11th Verſe, where we are exhorted to 
put on the whole Armour of God, fays thus 

« The Apoſtle does not ſay, we are to put on 
40 
« Warriors do) with theſe Inviſible Enemies; 
a but rather that we fortify our Minds againlt 
* their Cheats and Deluſ,ons ; (C res; v. H- 
Je, 84 * r g Tos To EH, 2 7 res T 5 web o- 
Sex, Gc. lays St. 3288 Hom. 22. in 
* Epi Q. 1d E ph.) For the Enemy we have to 
deal with, 905 not wage War openly, but 
alter a 20 7 dious, treacherous Manner ; which 
„is the linport of the Word witoſsxs made 
* 1 "A of by the Apoſtle (which we tranſlate 


Communications which they are made capa- 
ble of exerciſing amonzſt us. There are 


* many Ways, lays the ſame Father, (a) where- 
by the Devil circumvents the Indolent and 


Secure.“ Tertullian, who, was once an Emi— 
nent Lawyer, you know (Gentlemen) even in 


2) Chri/oft. TINT in Gene ſin. 


this Armor, in Order to enter the Liſts (as 


ils) conſiſting in the various Arts and 


the 


[x]. 
the Second Century, where he 1s talking upon 
this very Paſſage of St. Paul now before us, 


18 Eph. . 3 renders ; nec ENT ® 259g 8 


times Miendi- ohne at other Times Mundi- 
:enentes, implying, that, by the divine Per- 


miſlion, they were in Poſſe/jion of this Seb u- 


nary World : | 3 agrceabic to which, the molt 


Learned, whether Ancient or Modern, do ge- 


nerally aſſign the Regions of the Air between 
us and the Moon, to be the chief Place of Re- 
lidence for theſe Evil Spirits. (a) It was, in 


Alluſion to this Paſſage of St. Paul, that Ai 
uit ius Flix, in his R (wrote at the 


very Beginning of the third Century between a 
Chriſtian and a Jew) ſays, © Our being ſenſi- 
ble of, and ſuffering under the Infirmities or 
= Failings of human Nature, is not to be inter- 


Da « preted properly a Puniſhment, ſo much as a 


* Warfare. () And the ſame Eminent Fa- 
ber, I have cited already, fays, "Tis ſuch a 
= arfare, that admits of no Truce or Reſpite. (c) 


Theſe Evil Spirits or Demons (lays an Ancient 


Writer, contemporary with our Venerable Bede) | 
are to be conſidered as Beings of the fame Na- 


ture (Ts ms pucews) with good Angels, but 


—— cc. 


2» — 


(a) 1255 2 Lib. 1, de Res Cap.» 22. 
(%) Quod corporis humana vitia ſentimus & Patimur, 


non eſt pœna, MILITIA eſt. 


(c) 5 mat GO Cratwyy dds e , une. G 3. in 


Geneſin, 


became 


ZW, WE 
became evil (through their Pride) by their own 
Choice. (a) 
Good and Bad Angels muſt be Subſiances, 


however we are at a Loſs to reconcile that with 


the preſent Notions we have of Space and local 


Motion. The facred Page has atlured us, That 


the Good do ftand before the Throne of God; 


and that 'tis one Part of their Buſineſs to cs 


duct the Souls of the Bleſſed into Heaven, as 


well as to miniſter here below. They are both | 


of them Spiritual Heingas; and yet St. Paul 


(who was once caught up into the third Heaven) | 
has aſſured us, that Spiritual Beings have ſome | 
Sort of Bodies or Vehicles, which we are not | 
to be made acquainted with on this Side of the 


Grave. There is a Natural Body, ſays the 


Apoſtle, i. e. ſuch a Tabernacle of Clay, as we 


all dwell in: But then, ſays he, There ts alſo 
4 Spiritual Body (ua mT mains, 1 Cor. xv. 
44.) Let our preſent Scept icłs ſhew the Diffe- 


rence, if they can, rather than queſtion the Au- 


thority of the Holy Scriptures, by which we hope 


to be ſaved. That the good Angels have often 


appeared, is an undoubted Truth, evident from 


the Writings both of the Old and New Teſta- 


ment. And what can we underſtand by ſuch 
Appearances, but that they aſſumned ſome airy 
| Febicle, ſuch as the Almighty is pleaſed they 
ſhould ſometimes be cloathed with, in a more 


W W — 
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() di g & N dab o 1 Nu Su eig, 7. Dameſe. 
de Orthodoxa Fide, Lib, 2. * 4. 
1 8 0 viſible 


L 

bible Form, the better to execute their Divine 
Commiſſiuon among the Sons of Men. The evil 
Spirits, ſince, as I have obſerved, they be of 
the ſame Nature with the good, we are to con- 
clude, have Vehicles of ſome Kind or other, that 
are inſtrumental in their Sg geſtions, Deluſcons, 
and Operations upon our more groſs Vehicles or 
Bodies. We read of great Numbers exerciſing 
their Tyranny over one poor Man; and I could 
be glad to be informed, Gentlemen, whether it 
be our Piety, or what other Cauſe you pleaſe 
to aflion, that ſcreens us from the Operations of 
the evil Part of the Intellectual World, at this 

Time of Day. Feſns aſked him, 7. e. The Chief 
of that helliſh Troop, What is thy Name? And 
he anſwered, ſaying, My Name is Legion; for 


we are many. (Mark v. 9.) The Subſlance 


therefore of theſe evil Spirits (after all the in- 
conſiſtent Talk of our preſent wiſe Philoſophers 


about the Nature of Space, Extension, Inimen— 
ſity, &c. when apply'd to the Inviſble World) 


muſt be of another Nature from thoſe Subſtances 
(how refin'd ſoever) which we are made ac- 
quainted with in this 7mperfe? State. Cle- 


mens Alexandrinus, (at the Beginning of the 
third Century) who was a compleat Maſter of 


all Sorts of Learning; and if his Authority 


may weigh with you, Gentlemen) ſays, That 
though theſe evil Spirits are to be termed In- 
corpore al, as having nothing of that earthly Sub- 


Fance whereof we conſiſt ourſelves, and which 


therefore is called corporeal ; yet, that ſtill they 


have ſomething analogous to our Bodies; and 
| 7 122 Which 
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which I have $irexdy ſtiled airy PFevicles, or, in 
the Language of the Apollle, Syirituul Bodies, 
Clemens's Words, or, rather, as they are adopted 
from Theodotns, run thus; „ Demons or evi 
* Spirits are: called Incerpeeat not, as though 
they had no Body : For they have ſome Form, 
or Figure, or Likeneſs ; ( by 
ments; but chiefly, becauſe, when compar ed 
with thole Hir tual Bodies ( (D or at. tov 
mu Tr rev, that are ſaved, they are 
« but a Shadow and therefore called Incorpo- 
8: Peat. - Spneſus, who was 2 Filhop betore 
_ Papers had a Being, (A. D. 410.) ſays, Is 


(c 


* qgrceable with Infinite Wit dom, 125 the wie- 


85 kedd Powers 'n the World ſhould be made Uſe 
+ of, as proper Inſtruments to fulfil his Will 
ind Ficalure, when he ſees fit. (a) Accord- 


„ inzly, when He is minded to punith, He 
* foinctime gives Commiſl/ion to thoſe evil Spirits, 
[4 


other Times to thoſe, whoſe Office it ſhall 


lence ; at other Limes to thoſe, who all be 
the Inſtruments of ſubjecting a People to a 
barbarous Nation; or a wicked Prince; or, 
in ſhort, makes Natrre in general ſubſervi * 
* ent to all his Purpoſes. Shall there be 
EIL. in a City, and the Lord hath not done 
it. E Gun 111. 6.) 


— ä — — — 


which they have a Senſation of their Tor- 


that command whole Swarms of Locuſls ;, at 


b2 to cauſe and Promote the Plague or Peſli- 


(a) retort; Jo aus £7 ROTH, Epiſt. 57. paſſim alias. 
[ heartily 
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J heartily with, Gentlemen, that this Sort of 
Reaſoning upon the Matter, might obtain e- 
dit with you; and that what I have faid, might 
be eſtcem'd (what Bithop Hutchinſon calls) a 


ſober belief of Good and Bad Spirits; and which 


ws an Eſſential Part, (he lays ), of every good 
Chriſtian's Faith. Sir Thomas Brown, that « emi- 
nent Phyſician of Nertich; who, you will 
readily grant, was a Gentleman of an uncom— 


P Size, in the Knowledge both of Nature 


and Art; (Ip reſume, the Lithop will not put 
himſcif upon a Level with him. in that Re- 
ined) and, as he was Very adreit in detecting 


Errors; the more fo, to be fure, he would 


have been, where Life was concern d, ik 
IF icchcraft had been one : ; happening to attend 
0 EN Aſſi ses held at Bury St. Eun cone s, March 

„1664: When the well known Tryal came 
on, for 77 atcheraft, before Sir Matth ew Hale, | 


' then Lord Chief Baron: (After Etideuce given) 


there was a mighty Deference paid to his Judg- 
ment, both by Judge and Jury, in being de- 
deſir d to give his Opinion in open Court: And 
upon view of the Three Perſons, he gave his 
Opinion in the Words following, (a) vis. 
8 The he was clearly of Opinion, that the 
% Perſons were Bewitched ; Cd, that in Den- 
« mark there had been lately a great Diſcovery 
of N who uſed the very Jane Tay 


>" EN 
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(a) See Sir 11rtherv Hale” 5 Treatiſe 3 She riffs 
Accomprs Ec. Printed for D. Borch, 1516. 
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&© of afflicting Perſons, by conveying Pins in- 


to them, and crooked. as theſe Pins were, 
& with Weeds and Nis. And his Opinion 
| WS, That tlie Devil, [il ſuch Cafes did 


„ work on the Bodies of Men and Women; 


upon a nattirul Foundation, that is, to „ir 
up, and excite ſuch  Humonts. ſoper-abound- 
ing in their Bodies, to a great Exceſs; where- 
„by that Infernal Spiri (or his Agents) did 
9255 In an Extrzcrdinary Manner afflict them with 
% ſuch Diſtenipers (a) as their Bodies were 
* moſt $7177: 5 to; as particularly appeared in 
« theke Children: For he conceived, That 
& theſe fwooning Fits were Natural, and no- 
thing elſe but what they call the Mother; 
.:4 Hut then beightened to a great Exceſs, by 
„the Subtity of the Devil, (or bis Agen's ) 
« c9-operatins with the 1 of theſe, which 
e term I/ ite hes; at whoſe Inflance, he, (or 
„his Agents) do theſe Villanies. We fee 
here, e in a few Words, not on]; 
the Pryſician, but the Philoſopher, and the Di- 
Vine, in my Opinion, happily conjozr'd : J with, 
vou might think ſo too. Pleaſe to compare his 
Philoſopby, with what the Biſop has given us 
in his , Chapter; where he endeavours to 


account fof very many Caſes of Witchcraft, by 


the Help of Nature, and Art only; and is of 


Opn, that we nced not, in any Caſes of 


Witchcraft, have Recourſe to the Agency of 


{ 3) See Page 14, in the following Letter. 


| Sirites 
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Sbiritt. I'll forbear being tedious; and, before 


| take my Leave of you, will ſay towething 
of the Divinity Part, which the Biibop has 


given us in his twelfth Chapter. Tire Philoſo- 


phical Account from Nature join'd with Art, 
it muſt be (41d, often makes one Merry I could 
with the Scotch Advocate had likewiſe been 


made Wiſer, by the Clergyman's doing the bef# 


he could for the poor Woman (lying in Jail, 
under Suſpicion of Miteheraft) without the Af- 
ſiſtance of any Divinity at all. There is a great 


deal of the Epilepſy, Poſture-maſler, Slight of 


Hand, &c. in which, we may venture to ſay, 
Fudge and Fury would not be deceiv d at this 
Tune of Day, thould you not ſucceed in your 
Repeal, The Queſtion is gravely put, Why 
{ome Perſons fall into an Agony, if there be a 
Cat in the Room, though they do not fee her? 
The Scotch Advocate anſwers, but is not ſuf- 


fer'd to diſtinguiſh, or to make any other Sort of 
Philoſophical Reply, than that ſome Scent, or 
ſecret Communication f Spirits, is the com- 


mon Ground of all fuch Antipathies ; and conſe- 


quently, is the Reaſon why the Cat in the 
Room, has ſometimes that Effe& of People's fall- 
ing into an Agony, To urge the poor Woman's 
. Caſe farther, in her Behalf, he reminds the 


Scotch Advocate, that a Woman may, many 
Ways, grow naſty, have ſome rank unſavoury 
Smell, that may grow to an Antipathy to ethers, 
&c. or there may be natural Fits, and Vapours, 
which, his Lordſhip aſſures us, if they continue, 


will alter the Habit of the Body, in fo ſurpri- 


ing 
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zing a Manner, that they will ſometimes even 


think themſelves Dead); at other Times repeat 
Prayers or Chapters, or ſpeak their Fancies in 
Verſe: Nay, (bat Sir Thomas Brown, the 


Phyſician, 3% are to ſuppoſe, knew nothing of, 


or at leaſt to as little Purpoſe, as Lady Oſborn 
in her Weckly Packet, not knowing Hm to make 
a right Application) in a decp Fit of Melan- 
 chalh „ he puts his Scorch Advocate, and Frry- 
man in Mind, that ſuch diſorder'd Perſons thall 
think (not that they are Dead, as before ) 
but think themſelves Glaſs, or a rotten Stick, 


or Kings and Queens, or even God himſelf; 


which laſt, perhaps, you'll allow, borders 4 little 


to much upon M. itchcraft, as it ſmells too ſerong 
of @ proud Luciterian Impulſe ). Tis hence, 
{: 1vs the Reverend Prelate, that we come to 
have fo many Apparitions, and Spectres, and 


Sights of Perions, who are at home, (a) at 


that Time about their lawful Occaſions. 

The Right Reverend Author aſſures us, That 
he has been credibly informed, that the Organs 
of our Speech ſhall be fo altered by Vapours, 


that 2 Man. fitting im his Study (as we ll ſuppoſe) 


and often heuring Hag grunting under his Win- 

dow, began at laſt to grunt like them himſelf; 

and that 
Chickens : Nay, 'tis well known, ſays his Lord- 


as : a. * — 1 


: q \ oF * | 


| Ba Hie Lord{hip, I preſume, never read Se. Auſtin, 
192 vou'll find quozed in the following Letter, more 
than once, to this very * arpole, 


thin. 
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nother would crow like ſome Crab | 
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ſhip, that, upon the Bite of a mad Dog, the Per- 
ſon ſhall bark, and think hiinſelf a Dog, and 
{ap inſtead of Drinking. He deſires, it may be 
farther obſerved, how ftrong they are in ſuch 
fl diſordered Condition: that, when the fixed 
Syirits are kindled into a rapi! Motion, Three 
Alen ſhall hardly hold any one of them i. 
if they happen to give a S, they thall rbrow 
themſclves to a great Height or Length. He 
would have 1t obe ſerved farther, when they have 
convulſive Motions eſpecially, that they fhall 
draw their Mouths all on one Side, and ( like 
an arrant Poſture-Maſler) ſhall wring their 


Arms out of Joint, turn their Eyes inward, 

and make themſelves lamentable Spcctacles. His 
Lordſhip venturcs to affirm, in a more parti- 
cular Manner, (which probably Sir Thomas 


Brown 911d bar e put among bis Vulgar Er- 


rors) that if Blood be extravaſated ſlowly, the 


Heat of the Stomach, in a little Time, may 


form it into odd Figures : „which, when they are 


vomited up, ſhall ſcem | very Surprizing : Or, 


if the Stomach has received any Seed or Spaton, 


(ſuppoſe after eating a Lobſter, or Supping upon 


Caviere and a Toaſt) the Heat and Nourithment 


may produce the Animal. As to Pins, Needles, 
and Nails, his Lordſhip would have all Surgeons, 
as well as others, take it from him as an un- 
doubted Truth, That, though they have been 
{wallowed long before, they have been known 
to work their Way to the outward Par: Fol tie 


Body, and to have been taken out of the Per- 


ſons Thighs or Sides: (And Therefore vote im: 
| 5 | {1 11, 
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probable, in a Caſe of pretended Witchcraft, 
that Pins or Needles, &c. (ſhould work out of the 
Stymach, and thence be taken out ai the Mouth) 
His Lordſhip's 7urjwan, who came to adviſe 
with the Parſon of his Parith, (who otherwiſe 
are taken for Conjurers themſelves, though 
here it proved a Nifiake) and who thought, 
at firſt, that he was ſummoned upon a very 
Difficuls Point, (os he acknowledges himſelf) 
begins to tike Courage upon fuch Advice as 
this, and chinies in with his Miniſter, by Way 
of Improvement upon f::ch plilefophical To- 
picks. — y truly, ſays the Roneſt Juryman, 
Phyſicians meeting with theſe Things in their 
Practice, it may be the Realon why they ſay, 
that ſuch Perſons give leaſt Far to Stories 
f Witches. However, he tells his Miniſter, 4 
a!l thoſe undovubied Facts (as the Furyman calls |] 
them) that are told in Hiſtory, are not to be 
ſer aſide without further Satisfaction than he 
had yet given him What's to be done ten, 
Gentlemen ? The Clergyman proceeds; we have 
a great many other Matters to conſider of; ( 
doubt as weighty as the former) Joo many go 
ſuch Length in their Dijiempers, as to manage 
them in a very woiczed Manner, and to counter- 
feit Symptoms that their Diſeaſes did not occa- 
ſion. Though the Clergyman's Charity begins 
now to be called in Queition by the Aman, 
yet the Matter is made fully to appear thus 
—— In the firſt Place Mahomet did it: And 
then, the Maid of Kent, and, in all Probab' lity, 
the Surrey Impoſtor (not the Rabbit-Woman of 
Goclalmine 


xr] | 
Godalmine of famous Memory) There was a 
Work of Nature, an odd Diſten per for the 
Foundation, ( ſv far, Gentiemen, the Biſhop and 
Sir Thomas Hromn agree, you obſerve ) and up- 
on that they grafted ſuch Practices, as deceived 
great Multitudes; managing their "Cala amity to 
{-rve their own Intereſt, or Party, or Paſſion, 


p, 


or Humour : And when ſome cunning Fellow, 


who has 2 Body fit for it, falls into this wicked 
Way, it is hardly do be believe 4, how they can 
diſtort their own Bodies, (Aud is nt this 
enough to make them paſs for Il izards, eſpeci- 
ally it; at Might, the Candles ſhould have burnt 
dim or blue, when ſuch a cunning Fellow js 
playing his Tricks £) [have read many Inſtances 
of ſuch Ruſcals in ſover Authors, &c. It is 


common with ſome of them, by long bolting 


of their Breath, to throw themiclves into real 
Fits, when they will: By often moving and 
firetcbing (doucement mon cher Eo t, the Skin 
of their Heads, if the Hair be fort, they can 
make it ſtand upright like an angry Dog; and 
then they will Farb and ſnarl (Ie a Clinch v of 
Barnet) 5 nay, run upon 4 Four, (which you'l] 
fay is wonderful) as if they were changed into 
Maſtifſs: They can even ſwallow tHeir Tongues, 
foam at the Mouth, and put their Arms, Legs, 
or Back-bonzs out of Joint. (Do you not rake 
it for CONJURING, Gentlemen, or DEALING 
with ſome VAMILIAK SPIRIT, when you ſee 
an impudent Fellow, at this Very JUNCTURE, 
in one of your Play- honfes (as I am inform d) 
wh:ilfl you are carrying on the grave Debates 

LET avout 
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about WITCHCRAFT, enabling himſelf ( ſome. 


how or other) 79 Dart his Eody, in that ſlupen- 


dots Manner, between the ſeveral Rounds of an 


erdinary L. DDE R z and, after placing his 
Head npon tre 1 GP of it, coming down, with- 
ou: any vifible Aſſiſtance, in ike Manner 20 Lhey 
can buff up their Belles, ſuck up their Breath, 
and draw in their Gtus, till the Py-ftanders 

may feel the Back-bone, ODouceme nt, e 
I 1 ofefs, Gentlemen, I am perfectly Ignorant, 


whence our Rizht Reverend got all this Kxow- 


LEBGE, or where his SOBER AUTHORS are 
to be met with): Indeed he informs us of one, 
once of h's ow Pariſh, thit he knew to be an 


honefl Ban, (a? d therefore could not deal with a 


£4 MILIAR SPIRIT : Eut then, his Lordſhip 
{ivs, This poneft 7 Man Was able ro thruſt d Pin, 


up to the Head, in a hollow Place of his Arm, 
without Ble ding; and he ailurcs us (in which I 
can give Epidente niyſe ir) that others can change 


7% cir Voices fo, that they ſhall not be hke 


their en Nay, they can do it ſocleverly, their 
Lips + hardly moving, as if the Voice (lay 8 he) came 
from their On Fan dimen + (V it ne ſo 22 late 


e ſuigid al blackſmith, ſome where about Leice— 


iter Fields). Cardinal Magarin, notwithſland- 


ing ali bis PCPERY) to ſtop the growing Evil, 
Cys | his Lordſhip, of the Accuſutions of 3/itches, 
in 1634, ee ſome of thoſe reputed 
Iitches with ſcvere Puniſnments. (But this 
Offen: e. you are now taking Notice of, will, 


to the gre 2t Joy of many of the old Women, 


be made 720 4s all ; and, it Ve Ale rightly in- 


form' d 
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F 
form'd without D-ors, the whole Affair of Titch- 
craft is be to di (carded, as by "REN of Popery, 
without any Diſtinction made, as to the ſober 
Belief of good and bad & en which is ac- 


knowledg'd by our Author, to be an Fſſential 


Part of every good C brifti: ns Faith). And 
when this Affair "of II ttchcraft, was 111d be fore 
the Univerſity of Montpelier , (in Affair purely 
of a Religions Nature, bl tracted from the 
Civil Pini ment; and, if ! might aſk; what, 
if the Concurrence of an Engliſo C eration 
had been had, in making ſuch a General Re— 
peal 2 ) one Queſtion propos'd, was this, fays 
the Biſhop, © Waether Barking or Crying like 
© a Dog, thit emed to come from the Frm 
os dament. rather than the Throat, was a ſure 
Sign of a Demontack. ” And the Anſwer 


which the Univerſity gives, is (and I hope it 


will be confider'd of in a fivourable 3 | 
ſince they were profets'd Papiſis, in the Pre- 
amble of your Bill) hes That human Induſtry, 
„can go fo far in Imitation, that it is ſeen 
« every Day, that Perſons Learn to lmitate, 
« in great Perfection, the Vay, the Cry, the 
Note, of all Kind of ee and do it 
fo, as one mall perceive no Motion in their 
* Lips. 

It would be inexcuſable to trouble you any 
longer, Gentlemen, with this Way and Manner 
of decrying Witchcraft , and Ill venture to 
Propheſy, ſuch Sort of Arguing will not be 
made uſe of in your -own Learned Debates 
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upon the ſame Subject. I therefore chuſe 
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to proceed, in conſid idering his Lordſhip's Scripture 
Account of Witchcraft , waence you may juſtly 


erect to find more Satisfadion in the Affair 


von are about. Now, in his 12th Chapter, he 
gives veu this Account (you know) of the Di- 
wine Lats, relating to Iiitch xraft, i. e. to any 
Sort of Conmunicatious with, or Operations 
upon the Intellectual, and Corporeal World; 


1 fOr to, | luppoſe, the Queſtion will be eon: 


ſider'd in VOUr Fre Houſcs, if any Detates 
mould pappeny to ariſe about it.) His Lord- 


mip fets out, in declaring, That 'tis a Point 
of very great Difficulty, (and therefore, I am in 
Tt 


— 


ws. an 4. polute Repeal of the Statute 
wilt not piſs without ſome Difficulty likewiſe) : 
Nor will he pretend to make himſelf Um- 


fer ſome fe Things, that he thinks are 


D 


ſhall beg Leave Humbly to offer ſomething! like- 
wile to your 4 /iſcerning Judgments, as to the 


fame Atfair: ; and, if afterwards any Thing 


mi be thoug It wanting to give you full i 


Judi Mg w ill not qi "this Chapter of the Bi- 
(ops, till, in my own private Judgm nt at 


leait, I have e given it you: And I think it tne 
more Reaſonable for me to do this, as well 


en Account of th? Mitch of Endor's being ſuf- 
fer d b by the Almighty to have ſuch a Communi- 


ation with the Intellettual World; as alſo on 
Accon int of thoſe other Appearances, and Comm- 


vical ie ne, that a are treated of in the following 
Letrer; 


hire But this he pretends to do, vis. To 


uni, and may keep us from preſling too 
hard agünſt our Neighbour's Lifes.” 1 


„ Weg. 


. as 
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Letter; many of which happen'd ſome Ages 
after Chriſtianity was citablith'd. and want no 
Authority to ſupport the Truth of them, with- 
out having 1 e to Mr. Glauvil, or any 
Moclarn Authors. Grotius, in his Note upon 
Exodus xxil. 18. Thot ſhalt not ſuffer a Wirch 


to Live, obſerves, That the ſame [ord is uſed 


by the Lxx. Greek Interpret: rs, in their Inter- 


pretation of the Hebrew, that St. Paul uſes, 


(Gal. v. 20.) where he forbids IVitchcraft. 


Our Learned H. Ainſworth, obſcrves farther, 


that the Greek Word uſed by the Lxx {tands alſo ? 


in the Plural Number, (gan, ) implying, 
that though Witchcraft is molt in Uſe among 


that Sex, yet, that the Man-Witch, or Sorcerer, 
15 included. And the Hebrews, ſays he, Re- 


mark thus: (2) Whoſoever is guilty of Death, 


* the Judges, that do not put him to. Death 

* they break an Affirmative Precept, but Tranſ- 
greſs not againſt a Probibitive, ſaving of the 
Witch : For, if they put not him to Death, 
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they Tranſgreſs a Prohibition. The ſame 


Learned Annotator lays, in another Place (Ex. 
vii. 11.) That Sorcerers or Witches, are ſuch 
Perſons as Bewitch the Senſes and Minds of 
Men; by changing the Forms of Things to 
another Hue. From the Hebrew, Caſhaph, 
(which ſignifies changing or turning) the Greeks 


have form'd their Bzexxzivw, and the Lat ines, 


Faſcino, which is to Bewitch: ; and is uſed for 


m... 


%% Nlaimon in Sanbedrin, Cap. 14. Sect. 3. 


unlawfu) 
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unlawful deviliſh Arcs and Artizans, ſuch as 
God's (Judicial) Law condemneth, and puniſh- 
eth with Death. St. Paul (2. Tim. iii. 8.) 
ſets down the Names of the Chiefs in Sorceries, 
as they were kept in the Fews private Records : 
And from Pliny we learn, (a) that the Memory 
of theſe Sorcerers continued among the Heat hens, 
though their Names were corrupted. Origen 


again Celſus, () ſhews how Numenius, a 
Pyr bagorian Philoſopher, ſpeaketh of Moſes 8 


Miracles in Egypt, and his Reſiſtance by Jo- 
anner, and Mambres, Magicians. Apuleius al- 
fo, a Latin Philoſopher, (c) mentions one 


Foanes, among the chief Magicians, If Epi- 
pranins (as quored by a truly Excellent, Learn- 


cd, and Judicious Enelijh Biſhop, C 4) may be 
heeded by you, Gentlemen, in this Affair: He 


tells us, from one that was an Eye- witneſs, of a 


Magical Operation, uſed by a Few, to procure 
the Love of a Chriſtian Woman; and that ſhe 


Was preſerved from the - UV Hus Cs. Ks, (the 
fame Word that St. Paul uſes, (Gal. v. 20. ) 
from the Poreer of his IV itcheraft, by the Seal 


of Chriſt, (as he calls the Sign of the Croſs) 


wherewith ſhe fortity'd herſelf, at the firſt At- 
tempt made upon her. (e) Such wicked Wretches, 
hs Bichop Patric, did a World of other Mit- 
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chief, and therefore were to be prt to Death, 
whether they were Men or Women. One of 
the Hebrew Doctors, as quoted by the Biſhop, 
gives this Reaſon why J/7:ches were not to live, 
Viz. © Pecaule they directly thwarted God molt 
« Bleed, who made all Things, when he cre- 
« red them, for ſuch and ſuch Purpoſes; which 
they perverted, and by Devices of their own, 
made to lorve other Ends, which God never 
« deſigned. But this they could not do, fays 
the wood Biſnop, without the Help of evil. Spi- 
rite; and therefore their Crime 3 d in en- 


cc 


tering into a Familiarity, fays he, and a League 
with them, whoſe Aſſiſtance, upon ſuch Occaſi- 


on they invoked ; which was in Effect, a renoun- 
cing of God. This was an Impicty, goes ON 
the venerable Prelate, which had overſpread the 
whole World, eſpecially the Eaſtern Parts of 
it. And, as for the Romans, we find 4 Law, 
as old as the Twelve Tables, againſt / itch- 


craft; and the like Law obt ained amongſt the 


Athenians : For the Greeks were extremely ad- 
diced to it; eſpecially in Theſſa. I need not 
inform you, Gentlemen, (and lam ready to ſup- 
poſe it) what the Sin 18, in the very neat Verſe 
to this, that I have choſen to ſet in its full 
Light; and which in its Puni/oment is full juſtly 
Capital in the Eye of our Law. The Statutes 
are both taken from the Judicial Code of the 
Hebrews, which we often make our Example, 
in framing our Laws. The latter Sin is ſo 
infamous, "and ſuch a Diſhonour to Nature, and 
the Author of Nature (as the Biſhop, from 


Corn. 
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Conr. Pellicanns, gloſſes upon it) © That it was 
* not fit ſuch a Perſon ſhould live upon the 
* Face of the Earth, but die without Mer- 
cy. (a) 


Fray tell us, Gentlemen, in your Preamble, 


why the J 1niſhment ſhould not be proportiona- 


ble to the Offence, if it be a real one, as I am 
willing to think, you take it to be; and which 
my Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, and other great 
Lawyers, do all acknowledge to be an Offence 


immediately againſt the Divine Majeſty £ Be 


' Pleaſed to conlider, if your Zeal has not car- 
ried you too far, whether there has not been 
(and how ſoon it may be again, the wiſeſt can- 
not tell) as unq) 12ttionable_ Evidence tor Fami- 


liarity held by bumen Kind with Spirits, tho“ 


 znviſtble, as there has been for that between 


Man and Beaſt 2 Whether it be reaſonable (even I 


as to the Puniſhment) to repeal the one Statute 


rather than the other 2 And whether what you 
are {2 doing, be not in Contradiction to the Le- 


gift ture of the wiſeſt Kingdoms on Earth? My 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hale certainly thought ſo, 


when he directed the Fury, after the Tryal of | 


TWitches, already taken Notice of, © That there 
& were {ch Creatures as J/ cher. he ſaid, he 
« made no Doubt at all, and that for theſe wo 
« Reaſons; For firſt, the Holy Scriptures have 


a 


ce affirmed ſo much. 24ly, The IWWiſuom of all 
Nations (whatever the more knowing Brihop 


— A 
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(4) Exod. XxIi. 19. 


6 has 
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has alledged to the contrary) had provi— 
ded E againſt ſuch Perſons, wh! ich is an 
Argument of their Confidence of ſuch : 
Crime And ſuch has been the Judgmen 

of this Kingdom ; as appears ( ente the 
Times of Popery ) by thit ge of Par- 
liament, which hath proved Priniſhments 
(fays that great Man) proportionable $ the 
Quality of the Offence.” And no Fudge 
ever better enforced the Obſervance of a Law, 
than he did, in thoſe unexceptionable Words — 
* For to condemn the Innocent, and to let the 
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Guilty go free, are both an Alumi nation t 


6 tbe Lord, * 

If I might not grow troubleſome, Gentlemen, 
Iwould now proceed in juſtifying Saumel's s Ap- 
pearance at Endor; Which, perhaps, you may 
not judge Filly enough fpoken to ia the follow- 
ing Letter; and I chuſe rather to do this, bot! 
becauſe it will beſt ſerve to rene fore Obicz- 
tions, that may poſſibly remain with you, taken 


from Biſhop Hutchinſon's 12th Chapter; as allo 


to repel the low Wit and Raillery, ſuch as Nr. 


Webſter the Phyſician, and others have diſplay'd 


in their Diſcourſes upon WWitchcraft in general. 
I have not, in the following Letter, taken 

Notice of Biſhop Patrick's Opinion of Samuel's 

Apperance ; which I thall now do — and, tho 


I have thought proper to differ from that Great 
Man in ſome Things relating to it, (which I 


muſt now, Gentlemen, humbly fubmir to your 


_ penetrating and Impartial Judgment) yet we ſhall 
be both found, in the main Point, ſufficient, I 


—— 
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hope, to enervate Biſhop Hutchinſon” 8 Scriptural 
| Notions of Witchcraft. (a) Biſhop Patrick then, 
{ays upon the Matter thus; “ Interpreters are 


Cc 
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very much divided, (6) ſome 1magining, it 
was Samuel himſelf that appeared; others, a 
Spectre, which, by the Power of the Devil, 
appeared in his Likeneſs. Several of the 
Ancient Fathers are of the former Opinion, 
and particularly 7uftin Martyr ; who, in his 


Dialogue with Trypho the Few, alledges this 
as a Demonſtration of the Immortality of the 


Soul; and moit of the Roman Church are 


now of the ſime Mind: But Tertullian 1. 


(a) God forbid, we ſhould believe the Sou 
any Holy Man, mk leſs of a Prophet, ſhould 
be brought 2 by the Power of the Devil. 
Of this Perſuilion are a great Number of the 
Ancients, particularly St. Cyril of Alexan- 
arias, W ho thinks it the greateſt Abſurdity 
to believe, that a wretched Woman fhould 
call up Samuel's Soul; the Demons, with 
whom ſuch People deal, having no ſuch Pow- 


* er. And fo St. Jerom calls this Sannelis 


Phantaſma, Yet there are vaſt Numbers of 
modern Authors, who think, that, by God's 
Permiſſion or Diſpenſation, the Soul of Sa- 
nue might appear; * (cloathed in ſome pro- 


per Lebic) which Sir Joon OO” himtelf 


* 


(x) See the Clans Letter from p. 24 to 42, S5. 


() See his Comment on 1 Sam. Xxviii. 12. 


( Lib. de Auina, Cap. 57. 


takes 
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takes not to be improbable. (a) But the very 


Letter of the Text ſeems to me to be againſt 


this Opinion, which ſpeaks of bringing him up, 


and his coming up out of the Earth; whereas, 
if it had been Samel, he ſhou'd rather have 
come down from Heaven. This Apparition there- 
fore (as I take it) was one of thoſe fallacions 


Spirits, Whom Porphyry ſpeaks of, (v) © who 


c, 


put on any Shape, and counterfeit the Gods 
„and Demons and the Souls of the Dead. 


Which a very learned Perſon (c) hath contirm- 


ed by this Reaſon. which to me ſeems very fo- 
lid, vis. that ſince God was not pleaſed to an- 
{wer Saul (as he con elled) either by Prophets, or 
by Dreams, or by Urm and Thummim, but had 


withdrawn himſelf wholly from him; it is not 


probable, that he would fend Sammel himſelf 


to him from the Dead, (and none elſe could do 


it) and that at the Call of a Vi; when he 
wou'd not favour him with any Revelation from 
a Living Prophet, or any other Way. 

The learned Dr. H. More, contemporary with 
Biſhop Parrick, appears, from ſome Letters of 
his, preferv'd amongſt the Papers of one of his 


Ingenious Correſpondents deceas'd, and from 


thence lately publiſh'd, to have had to do with 
ſuch Adverſaries of Mitehcraft, who by their 


Writings had openly diſavow'd their Belief of 


4) See his Mon. Canon XIII. 
J Lib. 2. de 45:1. | 
(c) Zona TW: Confut. Carm. Lipman. 


EN Spirits, 


1 


Lui 
Sr. ts, (a) and had, moreover, to ſupport their 
©.v:tons, ventured to Appea: to the Holy S rip- 
ren themfcives 5 and that with plauſible Ar- 
guns and erm ing Abilities, in their Criticiſms 
HAI Interbretutio be of them, the better to ſe- 


05 Ude the 777, ard to gain the greateſt Num- 


O 
ber or r Ahe. Now, what ſays the learned 


Dr. {G.nricinen} to theſe Things? He does (in 


1 5001 1000 irit of all obſerve, as to the Words 


Witco and IFicard, that, in the primary or 
natur . No! £4: 1 of them, they ſignify no more 


than a l. 1455 lun or a N iſe Woman; (2) which 


©0C3tons Biikop Hutchinſon, in his Scriptural 

\coount of [Fitcceraſt (e) © to make this ſhrewd 
o Gufrvition, 17S, One may be pretty ſure, 
«* rh te Late (Exod. xxii. 18.) was not, Thou 


ſhalt not Her 2 Il iſe 1/oman to live. Y And 


the 8504 -£:-0p, inſtead of comparing and con- 
ſiclering the various Texts, as they ſtand in the 
7:7 7712; 7 I, (WI ere the or ds. relating ro IVitch, 
i ard , Sorcerer, &:. occur, and plainly ſhew 
us, that both the Literal and Metaphorical Im- 
port of tie orgs are to be regarded by us) is 


pie ed to amuſe his Reader with various Tranſ- 


It PS W hich J don't fee, can poſſibly do his 
 Carſe any real Service, but rather the contrary. 
And 1 can, moreover, affirm, from Tindal's 


— 


© 


— 


iiur in his Stxon Gramma "reads i it I wa Ari- 
Ai: Inde : Wis 115 m, ſays he, Jacautare, Sid Skinner, in voce. 
Ty Cab. 12. P. 183. 
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Tranſlation revisd by Mathes 1551, now ly- 
ing before me, (If they may be allow'd to know 
any Thing of the Hebrew Text) that the Words 
are © Thou ſhalte not ſuffre a Witch to live. 
„ But the Fiſbop does not ſee, he ſays, if we 
take the Original Words, or the Tranſlations 


„ which Way we will, that we can venture to 
lay much Neigbt upon them.“ How then? 
A Mitch, ſays he, (literally underſtood) is no 


more than a knowing Woman — Jeet (in the 
Saxon) to Know, anſwering exactly to the Latin 
Word Saga, according to that of Feſtus, SAG EZ 
dictæ Anus que milta ſciunt. But Uſe, queſti- 


onleſs, appropriated the Mord to ſuch a Kind of 


Skill and Knowledge, as was out of the common 
Road, or extraordinary, Nor did this Peculia- 
rity imply in it any unlawfulneſs. But there 


was after, a further Reſtriction, and moſt proper 
of all, and in which alone, now a Days the 
Words Vith and Vigard are uſed; and that 
is, for one that has the Anowledge or Skill of 


doing or telling J hinzs in an extraordinary or 
preternatural Way; and that in Vertue of ei- 
ther an expreſs or 1mplicit Sociation or Confe- 


deracy with ſome Evil Spirit. This is a true 


and adequate Definition of a J/itch or Wizard. 
The Words of Scripture generally defcanted 


upon, in Oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Notion 


of Witchcraft, are, Deut. xviii. 10, 11. There 
ſhall not be found among you any one that uſeth 
Divination, or an Obſerver Times, or an En— 


chanter, er 4 Witch, or @ Charmer, or @ Con- 
ſulter with Familiar Spirits, or a Wizard, or 4 


* — 


Necro- 
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Necromancer. Now when Saul ſays to the 


Miteh of Endor, Divine unto me, I pray thee, 


by the Familiar Spirit, or by the Python, &c. (1 
Sam. xxvill. 8.) (4a) the ſame Word is uſed for 
Divining in both Places; the comparing of which 
Places only, thew the Word Divination muſt be 


underſtood, as 1mplying one Sort of Viteberaft, 
or an Operation ſurpaſſing natural Knowledge 


or human Sagacity. Your Patience, Gentlemen, 
J fear, will not allow me to dilate and apply, 


as Dr. H. More does, upon this Subject; and 
therefore ſhall ſtudy Erevity; though | don't 


think it always good, as the Poet ſays it is; eſpe- 
cially, where Divine Truths are to be cleared up 
in the ſtrongeſt Manner. Some, who have in- 

_ ſulted over the ſuppoſed Ignorance of our Engliſh 


Franſlators, when they render the Original 
; (Menacheſ») Enchanter, only thew, that they 
wanted that Learning and Fudgment, which the 


others had. C harming and Enchanting are ac- 
knowledged by them to be all one in the Origi- 


nal Import of the Words; and therefore here . of 
Word (Menacheſh) may properly denote ſuch 


Perſons as kill Serpents by their charming, from 
the Word (Nachaſb) which ſignifies a Serpent; 
from whence comes (Nicheſb) to kill Serpents, 


or make away with them. For a Verb in Pihel, 


obſerves Dr. More, has ſometimes (eſpecially 


when it is formed from a Noun) a contrary Sig= | 
nification. For Inſtance, the ſame Word uſed 


(a) YNa D x ; 
for 
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for he ſinned, ſhall alſo ſometimes ſignify, he 
made Satisfaction for Sin; and ſo here from the 
Word (Nachaſn) a Serpent, is made or rendered 
He delivered from Serpents, 1. e. either by kil- 
ling or driving away by Enchantment. And 
therefore there ſeems to have been a great deal 
of Skill and Depth of Judgment in our Engliſh 
_ Tranſlators, in this Reſpect; eſpecially when 
that of Augur or Soot hſayer, which the Lx 
call cwni”veroy (there being ſo many harmleſs 
Kinds of it) might ſeem lets ſuitable with this 
black Liſt. Our old Engliſh Trantlators read 
the latter Part of the 11th Verſe thus, That 
counceleth with Spirites, or a Propheciar, or that 
asketh the Advyce of the Dead. All that do 
ſuch Things are an Abhomynacyon unto the 
Lorde. Now, to rid Serpents by a Charm, is 
above the Power of Nature; and therefore an 
Indication of one that has the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
Invifible Spirit, to help him in this, as well as 
other Inſtances of IVitchcraft.. 
As to the Word (Mecafſeph) which our 
Old Engliſh Tranflations (as 1 have taken No- 
tice already) render / ce heraft or Mitch; Tis 
to be obſerv'd, the Words in (Deut. xviii. 10 
II.) do all contain but ſeveral Denominations 
of a Viteb; who may have ſeveral more Pro- 
perties than one Name intimates : Whence it 
is no Wonder, that Tranſlators do not ren- 
der them always alike. But, (as in our Common 


ä 
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(a) Don. 


Law) 


Lu] 


Latv) fo many Names for this End are reckon'd 


up here in this Clauſe of the Law of Moſes, 
that the Sence may be more ſure, and leave no 
Room for Evafon. And, indeed, had our Statute 
of 1 Fac. (now going to be Repeal 4) no Man- 
ner of Foundation from 7hat Judicial Law to 
ſupport it; I muſt entirely agree with you, 
Gentlemen. that the Continuance of it would 
be jultly interpreted a Law of extreme Severity, 
or, rather, Cruelty , to puniſh with Death a 

7 Hocus-Pocus Vagrant, that has, you know, 
a proper Puniſhment allotted him already by 
the Common Law; whilſt Endorian Witches are 
now to be left as free (if I am rightly inform'd) 
by this Repeal, in doing real Miſchief from the 


Intellectual I orld, as the Lancaſhire ones (ac- | 
cording to the Engliſh Proverb) are faid to do 


it „ in the Material. 
Dr. More obſerves, in his Poſtſcript, that 


our witty Dzſplayers of IWitchcraft are very 


much miſtaken in their Writings about it, as 


often as they pretend to give us the Meaning of | 


the Original Words (Shoe! Obh) which our Eng- 
liſh Tranſlation, at this Day, renders a Con- 
ſulter with Familiar Spirits, (a) The Lxx. have 
render'd it a Ventriloquiſt, or one, whoſe Words 
ſeem to come from the Bottom of his Belly: (5) 


And therefore, according to their rendring of 


it, the Words in the Hebrem muſt neceſlarily 
fgnify h him that! has this Familie? Spirit; and 


4 — 2 * c 


(2) Deut. xviili. 11. (5) 3 


con- 
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conſequently the Words (Shoe! Ohh) are to be 


underttood of the Witch, or Miserd himſelf, 
that aiks Counſel of bis Familiar ; and does, by 
Vertue of him, give Anſwers to others. Dr. 
More thinks it provable, that the Reaſon of 


the Name of the Hebrew Wor! (6b ) might 
be taken firſt from that Spirit, which was in the 


Body of the Party, and ſwelPd it to a Frotu- 


berancy, hike the Side of a Bottle : But after- 


wards, ſays he, without any Relation to chat 


_ Circumſtance, the Word (06h) came to ſigni- 


fy as much as Pytho, (as the Word Pytho itlelf, 
though at fir/t it took its Name from Pycbiz 
Vates, came afterwards to ſignify no more 
than a Spirit of Divination in general, a Spirit 
that tells hidden Things, or Things to come, 
The Words Obb and Pjtho do alſo agree in 
this; that they both ſignify, either the Divi- 
natory Spirit itſelf, or the Party that has that 
Spirit. But here, in the Words, ( Shoe! Obh ) 
they being render'd by the Lxx. a Ventrilo- 
quiſt, (a) Obb is neceſlarily underſtood of the 
Spirit itſelf, as Pytho in the xvith of the Ads, 
ver. 16. if we read as If. Caſaubon does, (True 


Tor . But if, mulionG-, it may be under- 


ſtood either Way. It is ſaid, St. Paul being 
« grieved, turned, and faid to that Spirit, I 
* Command thee, in the Name of Jeſus Chrilt, 
to come out of her, (Y) and hecame out at 


the ſame Hour; which ſignifies as plainly as 


( £,arpiuvi}, (' ) ErnIGy a7 i;. 
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any Thing can be ſignify'd, that this yt ho, or 
Spirit of Divination, or this O, was in her: 
For, as the Spani( Proverb has i it. Nothing can 
come ont of the Sack, that was not in the Sack: 

Nor could this Pyrbo come ont of her, unleſs 
it was a Spirit diſtin&t from her. But, what 
Prophaneneſs, mix'd with the moſt conſummate 
In pudence, do ſome of the Free-Thinkers of 
this [aſt Age diſcover, when they talk of this 
Paſſage in the Sacred W 'ritings 3 not ſcrupling 
to make this Pyrho, in the Maid there men- 
tion'd, nothing but a wicked Humour of Cheat- 


ing, and Couzening Divination ; and adding, 


that this Spirit was no more caſt out of that 
Maid, thin the Seven Devils out of Mary 


Magdalen; which they would have to be un- 


derftood, only of her ſeveral Vices ? This ſurely 
can be calbd nothing leſs than Blaſybeming againſt 
the Spirit of Chrift in St. Paul, and St. Luke. 
ils plain, in the Cale of the Vicch of Endor, 
that the Or iginal Word (06h) fignities, both 
the Spirit itſelf that divines, and bim Or ber alto 


that has it, I pray thee Divine unt me by the 
Familiar Spirit, lays Saul; by the Pytho or 
Na. ITis by the Lxx (as I have obſerved 


already) render'd, &y * Der -pN .  & by 


that Spirit that tometimntn goes into the Body | 


ot the Party, and thence gives Anſwers. Here, 


indeed, in the Moſnick Law (already ſpoken to, 
Deut. xvili.) it ny lignifies a Familiar Vit. 0 
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(a) Me have no one Word adequate, inthe Exgliſh Lan- 
guage, to exprels fully the Meaning ot the Word N. 


But, 
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But, ſay Saul's Servants, © Here is a NViman 


that hath fuch a Spirit — there the Word (0%) 
muſt needs ſignify both the Spzriz itſelf. and 
the Woman of Eu her that was the Owner or 
Poſſeſſor of it. 1 dare not entertain the leaſt 
Thought, Gentlemen, that you have any of 
the Free-thinking Quilities, that are fo preva- 
lent, at this Time of Day, in Relation to Sr:b- 


jets of this Nature; and muſt believe, that, 
in the Preamble of your Bill (which I have not 


ſeen) you have taken all poſſible Care to guard 
againſt the Suggeſtions of a cenforious Age; by 
ſupporting the Chriſtian Do&rine, and declarin 

to the World, (as Bilnop Hutchinſon does to his 


Right Honourable Chiefs) That the ſober Belief 


of Good and Bad Spirits is an ellential Part of 
every good Chriſtian's Faith, However, it muſt be 
ſaid, the contraryTemper is too obvious amongſt us 
without Doors; and this has induc'd me to trou- 
ble you in ſuch a Manner; though, I now hear, 
what I have to offer, comes % late, and there 


ſeems no other Reaſon poſſibly to be aſſign'd 


for it, but, that my unknown Printer ſides with 
the Majority, in procraſtinating the !irth of 
this little Pamphlet. Such has been the Pro- 
phaneneſs of ſome Writers againſt Vite hcraft in 
the laſt Age (particularly as to the Sacred Paſ- 


ſage now before us) that, inſtead of a Familiar 


Spirit, they would have the Hebrew (Bagnalath 
Ob) to have no other Meaning, than that Saul's 
Servants directed their Maſter to a Miſtreſs of the 
Bottle, (Such a Place, where the daily fatal 
Rende vouſes are, amongſt ourſelves, call'd the 


2 Gin- 
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Gin Shah.) Who, (fays Dr. Aore) but the Maſe 
ter of the Battle or, rather, of whom the Bot- 
tle had become Maſter, and made his Wits ex- 
ceſſive muddy as all as frothy, cou'd ever 
ſtumble upon ſuch a fooliſh Interpretation 2 Be- 
cauſ: the V\ ord, (OY) forfooth, ſiys the Dr, 
in on2 Place of the Scripture, liznities a Fottle, 
it muſt therefore ſignify ſ here; and it muſt 
be the Instrument too, out of which this cheat- 
ing O. Neun of Endor as the Writ. r ſharply ex- 
preli.s nimſelf) did wh biſper, peep, or chirp like 


a Cliicken coming out of the Shell, (a) And 


did foe not, I beſeech you (fays Dr. More) put 
her Ni alſo into it, (the Bottle) ſometimes; 


as tis {11d of a certain Eird, when, by putting 


her Ni into a Reed, the cries Ike 2 Butter- 
þ up? cert ainly uch 1 witty-two-Edged- Stood 
jTiter might as well have interpreted thoſe 


* ords (Lognalath Obb) of the great Tun of 
21400: 7, (tant Tom Coriat takes ſuch ſpecial 


Notice of) as of the Hottle. 
[ will derain you no longer, Gentlemen, even 
Tho 1 you have Patience to read thus far; it 


miy, perhaps, lend you on to go farther, and to 
read what the Lady has been told likewiſe in | 
the following Letter, writ ſome Years ago. A 


hte noble Duke (and, I hope, his Illuſtrious 
Deſcendant, will now have ſome Regard to the 
Fer ls) was thus addreſs'd by an ingenious 


Pen, in 7 of having a Chriſtian Prin. 
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ciple better defended againſt the Sadducean one. 
« [ know, my Lord, the Eſſay is ſeaſonable, 


„ and contains Things which relate to our big-" 


« geſt Intereſt ; the Deſign being to ſecure ſome 
* of the Outworks of Religion, and to regain 
« Parcel of Ground, which bold Infidelity 
« hath invaded. And I cannot but obſerve 
« (adly, that, whilſt the Seis are venting their 
Animoſities againſt each other, and ſcribling 
< for their Conceits, and the particular Advan- 
tages of their Way; they don't perceive, 
that Atheiſin comes on by large Strides, and 
4 enters the Breaches they have made; and 


„ which they are ſtill endeavouring to make 


« wider, if they can. Sober and conſiderate 
« Men fee the formidable Danger, and have 


„ s ſtrenuouſly endeavoured, and ſtill en- 


« ꝗdeavour to maintain the Walls, while the Fac- 
tions within are known to be very buſy, and 
* ſo divided, that they cannot attend the de- 
gerate Hazard, and will not joyn in à cont. 
mon Defence. I have tried to make good one 
of the Forts, upon which the Enemy has made 
impetuous Aſſaults, and hope for Succeſs. I 
am very /ittle concerned for the ſmall Ped- 
laries, that ſome Mens Fonaneſs calls Reli- 
„gion; by which that ſacred Thing has been 
expoſed to a great deal of Contempt and Diſbo- 
** nour, But yet, my Lord, I think it my Du- 
ty to have a Zeal for thoſe great and certain 
Matters, upon which our Hopes, as to the 
* other World, are grounded. The Evidence 
+ that is given us from the Attributes of God 

* 


* 
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the Phenomena of Providence, and the Nature 


of our Souls, ſhould be ſufficient to convince 


any, but thoſe who will ſtupidly believe, that 


they ſhall die like Beaſts, that they may 
live like them, There are ſome Arguments 


that contain very plain Evidence concerning 


Witches and Apparitions ; but then, as they 


require an wbafſed Way of Thinking, and 
ſome Degree of Attention, tis not to be 
wonder d at, if they take no Hold upon the 


to biſtling Spirits, that are not uſed to con- 


ſider. | 
« My Lord, if we make our compute like 


Men, and do not ſuffer ourſelves to be abuſed 
by the Flatteries of Senſe, and the deceitful 
Gaieties, that ſteal us away from God, and 


from our ſelves : There is nothing can render 


the Thoughts of this odd Life tolerable, but 
the Expectation of another. And wiſe Men 


have faid, that they would not live a Mo- 


ment, if they thought they were not to live 
again. This, perhaps, ſome may take to be 
the diſcantented Paradox of a melancholick, 
vex'd, and of mean Condition, that is pinch'd 


© by the Scraitneſs of Fortune, and envies the 
Heights of others Felicity and Grandeur: 


But, by that Time thoſe, that they judge ſo, 
have fpent the Heats of frolick Youth ; and 
have paſs'd over the ſeveral Stages of Vanity 
when they come to fit down, and make ſober - 
Reflections upon their Pleaſures and Purſuits, 
and ſum up the Account of all that is with 
them, and before them; I doubt not, on 

„their 
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their conſidering Thoughts will incline them 
« to make Solomon's Concluſion; and find, that 


Cc 


* 


« *tis but a Miſery, if we were to live for 


ce nothing elſ?. 

Whilſt we are paſſing thro' this Valz of Mi- 
ſery, Gentlemen, may no evil Angels be ſent 
amongſt us to diſturb our Temporal Peace; may 
the Almighty rather give his good Angels Charge 
over 1s 5, to keep us in all our Ways; ſo ſhall 
no Evil happen unto 1s , neither ſhall any Plague 
cone nigh our Dwelling: Our Fruit ſhall not 
be given to the Caterpiller, nor our Labour to 
the Graſshopper : The Enemy ſhall not be able 


to do us Violence; nor ſhall the Son of Wicked- 


neſs hurt us. This ſhort Prayer (never, per- 
haps, more ſeaſonable than at oreſent) is found- 
ed upon that undoubted Truth, which the Royal 


_ Pſalmiſt has laid down (Pſalm xxxiv. 7.) The 
Angel of the Lord tarrieth or encampeth round 


about them that fear him. I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Tour Obedient Humble Servant. 


Piſteuo-Daimon. 


PosT- 
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GENTLEMZ N, 


the Satisfaction, not only of your Elefors, 
but of Thorwſands beſides : If you would pleaſe 
(ſome Way or other) to communicate your 
Reaſons, for bringing in your Bill; by anſwer 
ing the following thort 23 


J. Whether pumiſbmente ſhould not be Propor- 
tionable to the Nature or Quality of the 
Offence 2 


II. Whether / itchcraft, and Aale with Fami- 
liar Spirits, was not, by the Judicial Law 


of Moſes, an Offence immediately _ the 
Divine Majeſty 2 


III. Whether all wiſe Nations ( as Lord Chief 
juſtice Hale told the Fury) have not Pro- 
cceded hitherto upon the 125 of that Judicial 


Law, in providing proper Puniſhments of 
ſuch Offence 2 


IV. Whether our own Judges, at d perſon have 
not as great Abilities for diſcover ing an In- 
poſtor, and well executing the Lam in the 


late Statute of 1 Fac. C. 12. (ſhould there 
have been Occaſion for it) as any of thoſe 


Wiſe 


T would be highly obliging, and much "a 
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wiſe Nations, in the Execytion of their 
La wes E: 


V. Whether thee be any Reaſon to 8 aſſignd, 
why the Jui Law againſt Witchcraft, 
&c. ſhould not „ill be in Force, as well as 
that againſt Hug gery, Exod. xxii. 19. 2 


VI. Whit Reaſon there can be, for more Ten- 
derneſ note, 11 puniſhing an Offence with 
Death, where the Honour of the Almighty 1 iS - 
manifeſtly concern d, than there was, during 
the Fereilo Dilpenfation, and hath been ſince? 


CENTLI EMEN, 
1 will not be troubleſome in putting any more 


Queries — You may convey your Reaſons 


to us in any obſcure Manner, you ſhall conde- 
ſcend to do it in We ſhall not much mind 


the Canal or Conduit. by which they come to 


«<e 


us; and it will be no ſmall Satisfaction to 


know them, ſhould they happen (as very likely 
they will) ro croſs our own private Judement. 
Only believe, that at preſent our Scruples are 


ſfrong upon us Twithour Doors ; however merry 


you may have made yourſelves about SPIRITS 


in St. Stephen's Chapel, We are afraid, that, 
by taking away the Prniſhment, you may have 


left the DoArine to ſhift for it elf in Peoples 
Minds; had we not (as Proteſtants) our Bibles 
to ſapport i. Beſides, we are under no ſmall 
Concern, leſt our C briſtianity at Fome may, 

cven in this Reſpect, have a worſe Name give 


. it, 


it ought to be remember'd, That our Reaſon 
ſhould not always be an obedient Servant to 


E 


it, than it has hitherto had, Abroad. We are 


not ignorant, how eaſy and faſhionable it is to 
at the Drol/, in laughing at the Stories of 
Witches and Apparitions, The folemn Vani- 
ties of Superſtition, and the Tales of Old Mo- 
men, are what moſt of us are no Strangers to, 


and have generally as great an Averſion to 
them : But, Gentlemen, there's a Time (you 


very well know) to be ſerious ; and, after all 


ſuch affected Merriments in our Converſation ; 


a wanton Fancy, I never yet could obſerve a 


Droll to be a cloſe Reaſoney ; and they often 


deſerve our Pity more than an Anſwer, when 


they ſometimes attempt to make a Fuſt Infe- 


rence, Of all our Faculties, our Judgment 
ſeems to be of the ſloweſt Growth; which is 
the Reaſun, in many Things, when Age and 


Experience has ripened it, that we are ſaid 


to grow wiſer ; eſpecially in Matters of real 
Moment : Whilſt, for Want of due Attention 
to Men and Things, there may ſometimes be 
found Grey Hairs diſcovering Boyiſh Imaginati- 
ons. And when our Imaginations grow looſe, 


and know no Bounds, we ſoon find ourſelves 
apt to launch out, and to treat the ſacred Page 
| Itſelf, too often, in a ludicrous Manner. In ſhort, 
This increaſes our Fears, Gentlemen, and makes 
us the more ſollicitous for aſking your Aſſiſt- 
ance ; in anſwering the forementioned Queries, 


and in reconciling the ſeeming Difficulties with 
ound Reaſoning and the Nord of God. 
N 


MADAM, 


AS & HEN I bad laſt the Honour of wait- 
ing on you, I found you full of 
w 1 hought your Elbow gently rc 

clin d on the inimitable Shokeſpear. 
1 ſoon gueſs'd (what you was plea- 
ſed to tell me) that you had becn converſing 
very lately with that Gentleman: For your 


Imagination was hard at Work; the Ideas which 


the Poet had conyey'd were ſtill ſtrong and 


lively; and the Pleaſure and the Pain, feem'd 
to have taken their Turns, and to have made 
a very deep Impreſſion. 


[ remember my Curioſity ſoon grew babe 
ſome, and you as kindly ſatisfied it, in letting me 
know, that it was very true — you was full of 


Thought : ; and, as you N. imagin'd, the In- 


tenſeneſs of it was not to be conceal'd * But 


aſſuring me withal, that the Paſſions had | nothing 
to do in the Matter „ that you had been re- 


B — 


[2] 


flecting upon a Piece of the Rowan Story con- 


tain'd in the Tragedy of Friis Ceſar ;, and, ag 


the Keftettions were whit the Poet had not 
made himſelt, ſo you believ'd, but few had 
done the like before you ; and yer, at preſent, 


you was of an Opinion, that the Reflettions 


were neither unbecoming a grave Philoſopher, 


nor a good Chriſtian : In ſhort, you told me, 


that Calphurnia's Dream, the Night before the 
Death of her Huſband Frlius Ceſar, and his 
Appearance afterwards to Brutus 1n the Fields of 
Philippi, was what had engroſſed your Thoughts, 
and occaſioned ſuch Reflections: For, as you be- 
licved thoſe Paſſages were no Fidiion of the 
Poet, but Fa&s well ſupported in Hiſtory, fo 


you as firmly concluded, that the Almighty 


had not been ſuch a Stranger to the Heathen 

Part of the World, as might generally be con- 
ceived ; that fuch Communications were to you 
convincing, that He had all along been, not 


only the God of the Fews but of the Gentiles 
allo; and that there were mini/iring Spirits at 
Rome and Athens, as well as at Feruſalem; to 


execute his Will, to reward and to puniſh in 


ſuch Manner, as might beſt ſerve the Ends of 


the great Governor of the World. ; 
I then took the Liberty of reminding you, 


| (and vou ſeem'd to take it with Pleaſure) of | 
3 ancther Heathen Lady, Pilate*s Wife; 4 Lady, | 


though in Quality inferior to Calphurnia, yet, 
in other Retpects, much ſuperior ; for ſhe ſaw 


the Redeemer of Mankind in Perſon, about 
fourſcore Years after the Death of Julius Cefar 3 


and 
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and yet did not truly ſee Him as ſuch neither, 
till the ſaw Him as that juſt one in a Dream. 
It was the ſame infinite being, 1 Ikcwiſe ob- 
ſerved, that permitted Prulins Caſur's Appear- 
ance to Brutus at Philippi, as did Samwnel's to 


Saul at Endor, though, probably, in a different 


Manner. Saul and Erutus much reſenibled one 


another in their Deaths; as being their own 


Executioners. Saul ſaid to hi Armour- 


Bearer, araw thy Sword anti thruſt me through. 


ww But Sau! took a Sword, and fel! WICH it a 
And you told me quickly, Madam, what Brit les 
fait to Strato, Hold then my Sword, and turn 
away thy Face, while I do run upon it: Saul ind 
Brutus were both prefs'd hard by the Enemy z; 


and why might not Saul then, you ſaid, in Re- 


gard to the Appearance at Endor, ſpeak as Bru- 


tus did? — O Samnel, Thou art mighty yet, 


thy Spirit walks abroad, and turns our Seeords 
in our own proper Entrails. You proceeded, 
Madam, in making a Refle&ion upon what had 

paſs'd, very ju't and d Propos, which was, that 


ſince the Tranſition was ſo eaſy and natural from 
profane to ſacred Hiſtory, and 'twas evident 
from both, that Dreams and Viſions, whether in 
the Heathen or Chriſtian World, were derived 


and to be accounted for, from one and the ſame 
Almighty Power, you had often wonder'd, why 


there ſhould be that Heſitation or Difference 
made (too obſervable in the preſent Age) in 
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eiving Aſſent to theſe Things 3 or why Livy, 
Fntarch, Suetonins, and other Heathen Writers, 
that you hid often heard quoted upon theſe 
dubjecks, ſhould find Credit upon much eaſier 
'Terins, thin the Writers of the Old and New 
3 citament. All that I then reply'd, was, that 


there were too ma ny (and {ome who made great 


I'retences to Learning too) who paid but little 
Regard to the Writers under either Denomina- 
tion, ficred or profane, when they talk'd of 
Proms and Apparitions , ſuch Patlages being 
rithor made the Subject of thin Wit, and over- 
flowing Raillerv, than any ſober Debate, or ſe— 

r.ous E. uiry about the I ruth of them : How- 


cver, | was much pleaſed to find, I was then 


addrefling myſelf to a Perſon truly Chriſtian, 


withoar- tne leaſt Mixture of the Sadducee 5 


and, that Philoſophy, good Senſe, and a he arty 
Con, rern for, ad Regard ro Toles 23 
had fo far prevail'd, that! perſuade myſelt, 't 

your fix 'd Re ſolution, neither to ſubmit 8 


Reaſon to the Caprice and Humour of any Hel 
Hſfrit whatever, nor ſuffer yourſelf to be argued 


or laughed out of your Religion, cither by the 
fv Deift, or noiſy Free- Thinker. And, indeed, 


vou toon gave me farther Proof of this: : For 
we had Ps urce quitted the Plains of Philippi, . 


and jfr off talking of Julius Cefar's Appearance, 
bat vour Thouglits were carried to one of the 
tablimelt Paſſiges in the Goſpel, led to it by 


he former Diſcourie : Moſes and Elias appear- 


7/48 to three Diſciples at once, was, you ſaid, 
4 dccne tull ct Wonder and Love : 5 that you 
the 
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then beheld it with an Eye of Faith, and hoped 
hereafter to have the fame Sort of knowledge 


(whatever it was) which Peter, James, and 


Fokn then had in tne Holy Mount : I beggd 
Leave to obferve, that our Saviour's Transfigu- 
ration, with the ſeveral Circumſtances attend- 
ing it, is generally thought to point out to the 


Law and the Prophets, as all referring to and 


terminating in Him, as alſo to comfort the Diſ- 
ciples againſt his approaching Paſſion, and to 


give them ſome Reſemblance of his ſecond Ad- 
vent, chen He ſhould come in the Glory of his 


Fut her, with the Holy Angels : Theſe were the 
great Ends unqueſtionably, that were ſerv'd in 
that Appearance on the Mount; and though 
that Appearance was extraordinary, yet your 
Inference, I think, was ſtill juſt, vis. That as 
the Souls of Men have been ſometimes ſum- 


moned back from the other World to this; ſo 
there may be ſtill many weighty Reaſons in 
every Age of the Chriſtian Church, why Ap- 


paritions ſhould not wholly ceaſe. To this I 


added, that 'twas very certain, both good and 
bad Angels, do now, as formerly, ſerve the 


Purpoſes of an all-wiſe and infinite Being. 


There are miniſtring Spirits, and Powers of 


Darkneſs; we are put in Mind, to wreſtle with 
the one, and to expect Aſſiſtance from the other: 
And when God is pleaſed either to appoint or 
to permit it; theſe created Beings not only com- 
municate by Dreams and Viſions, but are enabled 
to cloath themfelves with ſome At berial or 
Aerial Subſtance, and to aſſume the — 
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of Souls that are departed and gone to their | 
eternal Reſt ; though the Manner of it be as 

much above the Reach of Man's Underſtunding, | 
as the Union of his own Body and Soul is. I 
was going on, when, I very well remember, you 
ſuggeſted, that, though it was not to be doubted, | 
but thoſe celeſtial Beings did intereft them- | 
ſelves in the Affairs of this ſublunary World, 
and fuch Execution of the divine Will and 
Pleaſure is probably what we are to underſtand | 
by Providence; yet there remained a Scruple 
with you, (which you hoped I would ſoon re- | 
move) as, whether fince the Eſtablihment of | © 
Chriſtianity, Appearances from the other World | | 
may be expected or allowed of, upon any Ac- 1 
count whatever; and whether it does not feem 
to be forbidden in the Parable given by our | } 
Saviour of Dives and Lazarus, where we are 
bid to hear Moſes and the Prophets in Oppo- | : 


fition to ſuch Appearances, You well know, 


Madam, I had then little more to reply, than |} f 
that I thought we ought to be very cautious in = 
preſcribing Laws to the Almighty ; eſpecially in h 
an Affair, where in all Ages before the Eſta | © 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity He has ſo remarkably | ©? 
diitinguiſh'd his Wiſdom and Juſtice in the Go- | h 
verinment of the World, I had the good Luck, b 
at the ſame Time, to recolle& a Paſſage out of |} tl 
St. Auſtin in his Treatiſe about taking Care of ad 
the Dead, where (notwithſtandiug what ſome 8⁰ 
of great Name have thought to the contrary) e 
he ſays, it argues nothing lefs than Inpudence, . 


for Fleth and Blood to reaſon about the Pro- 
OE, ceedings 


[7] 
ceedings of the great Creator in ſuch a Manner, 
as, when, and for how long a Time He ſhall 
pleaſe to Jepute from the other World, Meilen- 
gers of his Will and Pleaſure to be perform'd 
in this : And as to the remaining Part of the 
Objection you made from our Saviour's Parable, 
[ defired, you would well obſerve at your Lei- 


ſure, what a remarkable Difference there is in 
the Manner of our Saviour's expreſſing himſelf: 


For, when Abraham returns his Anſwer, he does 
not ſay, or give the leaſt Hint, that ſuch who 
have departed this Life either cannot return, or 
that it has not been uſual for them ſo to do: 
Whereas, he 1s very politive and explicit, when 


he tells Dives, that there is a Grlph fixed, 
ſo that they which would paſs from hence to 


you cannot; neither can they paſs to us that 


would come from thence. But the Anſwer 


given 1s, They have Moſes and the Prophets, 
let them hear them; and great Reaſon there was 
for fuch an Anſwer : For you may obſerve, 


Madam, Lazarus's being raiſed from the Dead, 


had no very great Effect among the ſtupid eme; 
and if Appearances from the other World were 


once common among ourſelves, we might, per- 


haps, grow as inſenſible as they: But then, tis 
by no Means a juſt Conſequence to ſay, that 
therefore the Almighty neither will nor does 
act that Way at all /ince ;, or that the good An- 
gels never have it in Charge, nor the bad ones 
ever permitted to communicate with this lower 


Y World, by D:eams and Viſiont, or any other Way. 


Nor can the Belief of this be any Ways inconſiſt- 
„„ | „„ 


[8] 
evt with Abraham's Anſwer to Dives ; for the 
Concluſion, which we all ought to make from it 


is, that the Revelation which God has made t 
lan, contains all the ſureſt Marks of Truth fur 


etabliſhing our Faith, as well as the ſlrongeſt Mo- 
tives for our Obedience ;, and that therefore no 


greater Evidence can, or might to be required, 


Iban what God has already given. 


This. I think, Madam, was the Subſtance of 


the Diſcourſe you was pleaſed to indulge me 
at that Time. I am now, according to your 
Requeſt, to fav ſomething more particular of 
tlie ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which then oc- 
curr'd in Converſation ; and, withal, to ſet the 


Whole in the beſt and cleareſt Light I can, by 
the concurrent Teſſimony both of the Heathen | 
and Chriſtian World, concerning the Matters 


then diſcourſed of in general only; by this 


Means, you was pleaſed to ſay, you ſhould be 
able to ſatisfy yourſelf and others in ſuch Points; 
and that aftcrwards, none ſhould have it in their 
Power to charge you ſafely with Superſiition, | 
without incurring the Cenſure of Irreligion them- | 
ſelves. Give me Leave only to remind you of 
the Promiſe made me, when I took my Leave, 
(being no ſmall Encouragement to this Under- 
taking) that the Length of my Letter ſhould 


be a Fault that you would eaſily pardon ; and 
| hoped all your Friends would do ſo too. 
The Text of Scripture that firſt occurred in 
Converſation, was Samuel's Appearance at En- 


dor, occaſioned by the Reflections you was ma- 


king upon Julius Cæſar's preſenting a Fay 
9 eng | | | "Win 


r ae. a aca - io 


all ths ” YV” Yay Rr SY t 


91 


Philippi. J eaſily imagine, Madam, that vou 


ſometimes converſe with thoſe, who object, that 
ſuch as t.ik of Apparitions, either miſunderſtand. 


or miſapply the Holy Scriptures, or elfe are too 


creduJous in Relations of that Nature; fo that 


J may well expect the ſame Uſage from that 


Quarter, which St. Paul met with amongſt the 
Athenians, — IWhat will this Babler fay ? I 
am very ſenſible, that Truth will always ſuffer, 


when the Management of it is in weak Hands; 


and therefore permit me, before I ſpeak directly 
to the Text, to ſhelten myſelf under the Autho- 
rity of ſome great Man, in ſhewing, that we 
are neither engaging in a weak Cauſe, nor do- 


ing Diſſervice to Religion, whilſt we talk of Ap- 


paritions with due Sobriety, and in the Man- 


ner ſuch a Subject ought to be treated. The 


Authority, I am now going to make Uſe of, is 
what you may the more aſſuredly depend on, 
becauſe the Author has for many Years paſt en- 
counter'd Scepticiſm and Infidelity in all its 
Shapes: His Armour proves impregnable; his 
Arguments ever unanſwerable. 2 As for Ap- 
& paritions, ſays that great Man, though there 
be much of Fabuloſity in theſe Relations, yet 


can it not reaſonably be concluded, that there 


is nothing at all of Truth in them; fince 


© ſomething of this Kind has been averr'd in 


„all Ages, and many Times atteſted by Per- 
* ſons of unqueſtionable Prudence, and unful- 
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& peel Veracity. And whereas the Atheiſts 


" 1mpute the Original of theſe Things to Men's 
miſtaking both their Dreams and their wa- 


king Phancies for real J Zſions and Senſations , 
they do hereby plainly contradict one main 


fundamental Principle of their own Philaſo- 


pr, that Senſe is the only Ground of Cer- 


tainty, and the Criterion of all Truth: For 


if prudent and intelligent Perſons may be ſo 
frequently miſtaken, in confounding their own | 
Dreams and F bans es. with Senſations, how 
can there be any Certainty of Knowledge at 


all from Senſe > However, they here dero- 


gate ſo much both from Senſe and from hu- 


man Teſtimonies, as that, if the like were 
done in other Cafes, it would plainly over- 
throw all human Life. 


And therefore others, being apprehenſive 


of this Inconvemicnce of denying ſo many 
* ſenſible Appearances and Teſtimonies or Re la- 
tions of Fact, have choſe rather to acknow- 
ledge the Reality of Apparitions ; nevertheleſs 
concluding them to be Things cauſed and 
created by the Power of Imagination only ; 


as if the Strength of Imagination were ſuch, 
that it could not only create Phancies, but 


alſo real ſenſible Objects, and that at a Dif. 
tance too from the Imaginers, ſuch as where- 
by the Senſe of others {hall be for the Time 
affected, though they quickly vanith away 


again. From which prodigious Paradox, we 
may take Notice of the Fanaticiſm of ſome | 
Athcitts, and that there 15 nothing ſo mon- 
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< ſtrouſly abſurd, which Men infected with 
 Atheiftick Incredulity will not rather enter- 
tain into their Belief, than admit of any Thing 
„that ſhall the leaſt hazard or endanzer the 
Exiſtence of a Gol. For if there be one 
any inviſible Gholts or Spirits acknowhdgcd, 
as Things permanent, it will not be y for 
any to give a Reaſon, why there might not be 
one ſupreme G2 allo, preti ding over them 
all and the whole World. — Even Democricus 
was convinced, that the Stories of Apparicions 

were not all Fabi _ and that there are not 
ws aaly Ferr-{trial, but alſo Aerial and Æthe— 
rial Animals; and that this Eirth of ours is 
d not the only Place peopled and inhabited, or 
that all thoſe other vaſt Regions above lie de- 
| + ſert, ſolitary and Waſte. Divers of the anti- 
ent Fathers, though they agreed not fo far 
with Democritus, as to make the Angelica 
Brings to be altogether corporeal, yet did 
they likewiſe ſuppoſe them to have their cer- 
tuin ſubtile, etherial, or aerial Bodies : In 
| waich Reſpect St. Auſlin | in his 115th Epiſtle 
[ ** calleth Angels Mthereos, and Devils Aerios 
1 Auimantes. — The Scripture inſiſts very 
much upon Demons, or evil Spirits, and de- 
clares it to be one Deſign of our Saviour 

ariſt's coming into the World, to oppoſe 
| theſe confederate Powers of the Kingdom of 
„ Darkneſs, and to reſcue Mankind from the 
ENS <« Thraldom and Bondage thereof. This proves 
| the real Exiſſence of Spirits, and that they 
are not meer Phancies, and imaginary Inhabi- 
— — — 2. 2 . 


A 


„ 
tints of Mens Brains only, but real Inhabi- 
tunts of the World. We call them Iizards 
and Magicians, who ailoctate and confederate 
themſelves in a peculiar Manner with thele 
evil Spirits for the Gratification of their own 
Revenge, Luſt, Ambition, and other Pailions. 
Now, beſides the Holy Scriptures, there has 


been fo full an Atteſtation oven to them by 
Perſons unconcern'd in all Ages, that thoſe 


our fo contident Exploders of them in this 


preſent Age, can hardly eſcape the Suſpicion 


of having "Came hankering towards Atheiſm, 


As for Demoniacks, 1 We may eee e 
the Writings of Joſephus | in many Places, 


that by them was not to be underſtood Per- 


ſons very :!] affected in their Bodies; * For 

he declares it as his Opinion, that by Demons 
were to be underſtood the Spirits or Souls 
of wicked Men deceaſed getting into the Bo- 


dies of the living; and therefore the Ferws in 


our Saviour's Time were not at all ſurprized 


with his caſting aut of Devils, it being uſual 


for them alſo to exorcize the ſame ; an Art 


which they pretended to have learnt from 


* Solomon. Foſepbus gives the following Ac- 
count of it; b God alſo taught Solomon an 


Art againſt Demons and Devils, for the Be- 
nefit and Cure of Men ; who compoſed cer- 


tain [ncantations by which Diſeaſes are cured ; 


1 is ſome Perſons now a Days tale OR Liberty of 
. | 


v Antiq. Ja.! Lib. VIII. Cap. I 
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LJ 
and left Forms of Exorciſms whereby Devils 
are expelled and driven away; which Me- 
thod of curing prevails much amongſt us at 
this very Day. Notwithſtanding which, we 
think it not at all probable, what a late Athe- 
iſtick Writer has aſlerted, that the Heads of 
the Jews were then all of them fo full of 
Demons and Devils, that they generally took 
all Manner of bodily Diſeaſes, ſuch as Fevers 
and Agues, and Dumbneſs, and Deafneſs for 
Devils ; nor can we think, that the Jews in 


our Saviour's Time cither ſuppoſed all Mad- 


men to be Demoniacks, or all Demonlacks 
Madmen (though this latter ſeems to be aſ- 
ſerted by an eminent Writer of our own) we 
reading of Devils caſt out from others beſides 


* Madmen, and of a Woman which had a Spi- 
rit of Infirmity only, and was bowed together 


and could not lift up herſelf, which is ſaid 
by our Saviour Chriſt ta have been BOUND 

BY SATAN ; Wherefore the Senſe of the 
Jews formerly ſeems to have been this, that 


** when there were any unuſual and extraordi- 


nary Symptoms in any bodily Diſtemper, but 


* eſpecially that of Madneſs (this being look'd 
upon as fomething more than natural) it was 


| ac” 


* 1mputed by them to the Poſſeſſion or Infeſta- 


tion of ſome Devil, Neither was this proper 
to the ewe only at that Time, to ſuppoſe 
evil Demons to be the Cauſes of ſuch bodily 


Diſeaſes as had extraordinary Symptoms, and 


eſpecially Madneſs ; but the Greeks and other 
Gentiles alſo were perſuaded in like Manner, 
4255 | 2 25 


[ 14 ] 
as appears from Apollonins Tyanens, &c. We 
have alſo the judgment of two very cxpe- 
rienced Phy/icians, Sennertus and Fernelins, 
that evil Spirits or Demons do at this very 
Day ſometimes rcally a& upon the Bodies of 
Men, and either inflict or avgment bodily 
Diſtempers and Diſeaſes, * *Iis alſo very 
evident, from the Recörds of credible Wri— 


ters, that ſince the Lime of our Saviour there 


have been Perſons Demoniacal, who have not 


only diſcover'd Secrets, and declar'd IT hings 
paſt, but fiiture allo; and beſides this, ſmoke 


in Languages which they had never learnt, 


The Phyſcian laſt named gives an Account 
of one Demoniack, in whoſe Behalf he and 
ſeveral other Phyſici cians were called in, and 
all Manner of Remedies applied, but yet in 
ain; and after having given the Reaſon 


thereof, he concludes thus — Theſe Things 


do 1 produce, to make it manifeſt that evil 


Demons or Devils do ſometimes enter into the 


very Bodics of Men, afflicting and torment- 
ing them after an unheard of Manner : But 


that at other Times, though they do not en- 
ter into and poſſeſs their whole Body, yet, 
partly by exagitating and diſturbing the pro- 
fitable Humours thereof, partly by Traducing 

the noxious into the principal Parts, or a 


by obſtructing the Veins and other Paſſages 


with them, or diſordering | the Structure of 


—_—_— — — 


2 De Mania L. 1, C. 15: de abditis rerum caufis, 
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* the Members, they cauſe innumerable Diſcaſcs. 


„Thus much l have thought neceſſary to fy, 


« as well for the Vindication of Chriſtianity, as 
« for the Convidion of the Incredulous; we 
* tinding tome to ſtaggering in their Religion, 
« that from chis one Thing alone of Demoni- 
« ack's (they being ſo trongly pollefs'd, that 


there neither is nor ever was any ſuch) they 
are ready cnough to ſuſpe&, the whole Goſ- 


« nel or New "teſtament ſelf of Fabulolity _ 


and Impoſture. 


And now I perſuade myſelf, Madam, from 


what this eminent Writer has laid down, that 


you will not judge it an unneceſſary Introduc- 
tion ; and I hope all that I have to offer will 
be better underſtood, and find an eaſier Admit- 


| tance into your Cloſet. Let Samnel's Appear- 


ance then, at Endor, be the firſt Thing to- be 
conſider'd and a ſhort View of the Context 
will, perhaps, lead us to form the trueſt Judg- 
ment of it. We find, that, at this Juncture, the 
Death of Sammel, and David's living in a Fo- 


reign Land, were the great Calamities that the 


Ferws labour'd under. Twas this made the 
amalekites to lift up their Heads, and Saul 
with his People to hang down theirs. Saul was 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and the Enemy ſeem'd 
reſolv'd ſoon to puſh him in Mount Gilboa. 
"Tw.is this occaſion'd the MgbtViſit that Saul 


made to the Woman at Endor; he diſguis'd 


buy e uy the Text * a: and furely king. an- 


1 


— 


— — 


a Verſe 8. 


other 


116 
other Habit was then very proper, conſidering 
what Affair he was going upon, to break a 
divine Law, that was enjoyn'd under the ſeve- 
reſt Penalty to his own Subjects; and when, 
ſhould his Abſence have been diſcover'd, it 


might have made a ſtrong Impreſſion and added 
to the Confution his Army was then in already, 
He was grown old in Wickednelſs.; and God 
in his Providence had now ſo order'd Matters, 


that his Puniſhment was near at Hand. Saul 
probably a&ed the Politician before, in obſer- 


ving that Law ; and did it not out of any real 


Senfe of his Duty : He might be influenc'd by 
the Authority and Advice of good Sammel, 
when alive; or he might hope, by the Obfer- 
vation of this Law, to appeaſe the Almighty, 
and that the Sentence might be revok'd, with 
which Sammel had acquainted him, à The Lord 
hath rejected thee from being King over Iſrael ;, 
*twas after that Sentence paſs'd, we read the 


evil Spirit from God was upon Saul b; and 
though by the Charms of Muſick, when David 


took the Harp, the evil Spirit departed from 


bim; yet *tis not unlikely, but that in this laſt 


Scene of his Life, the ſame evil Spirit trou- 


bled him, which, tis expreſly faid, did ſo, as 
ſoon, as Sammel had anointed David to be King 


in his Rooms. Sat therefore did not hate the 
Sin; but he was willing ſtill to govern ; and 


ſince he had loft the Favour of Heaven, was re- 


8 


a 1 Sam. xv. 26. b Chap, xvi, «Chap. xvi. 14. 


ſolv'd 


L177] 8 


ſolv'd to fammon th: Powers of Nells: Vain 


unhappy Prince! to hive Recourſe to fach > le- 
7 


3 : — nl 138 * Toto . 
th 483 which 11185 OV 8! Con CIFELICE Sul r 
1 - 


were diſpleaſing to the Almi; wary, and conſe- 
qus -ntly muſt tend to his on . truchion: Well 

might he ſay to 544.227, after that the Woman 
had brought him up, Cod 7s ps 925 od from mo 
anſwer eth ine No more, neither by Propeets uur 
by Dreams: Pat after fach 1 Snecc! 1. how could 
Soul EXP" ct any Good from Sammel? Or, what 
other Anſwer could he expect than what 85 tun ˖,,Üi 


TIVE him — T be Lor. 1 hat! 17 F ent 22 At; 84 771 


Ul 


out of thy Hand, &. No wender, that Sal, 


after this, is ſaid to be ſore e and that 
there was no Strength in bim: The Stings of a 
guilty Conſcience were then d ubiy pungent; 


this World and the next at the ſame Lime CC 


ſpiring to make them fo: The Wickedacks of his 


paſt Lik w3s then ſet before him in 1 1 
cit Light: The Blood of the forurſcor? aud 
that wore a Linen Ef bod, W:: - then cry ing r 


Vengeance in his wounded Sor ul; 4 notent Ene- 


my was marching to dethrone hün; and, by hs 
own ill Conduct: David was become one of the 
Number. And that which gave the finiſhing 
Stroke, was, we may imagine, Samuel's biading 
him prepare for his fallen Change, — To 
Morrow ſoalt thou and Ll) Sons be with mie c. 


And what ſhall we fay to this? Shall Saul lu- 


_ — i . — 
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a Fic oy fi nequeam ſuperos, Achcronta move bo. 
Þd 1 Sin. Xxii. bY, c Verle 19. 
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den with Iniquity go to the ſame Place of Reſt 


with Samuzl, or even with his own Son Fona- 
han? By no means: But we are rather to un- 


derſtand by this. Expreſſion, that Saul and his 


titrce Sons ſhould 55 on the other Side of the 


 Crare,* or in a State of Death o Morrow, as 


well es Sammel; fo far they ſhould be with bim, 
as to know the Regions of the other World, 
which they were now Strangers to in this Life; 
but nothing more, as to the Condition and State 


of their Souls; Saul, no doubt, expected to con- 


vorſe with the real Soul of Samuel, and not 
with any Spectre or Phantom; Same! had done 


him good Offices, whilſt he was alive; and 
therefore Sar! might flatter himſelf, that Sa- 
intel would aſſiſt him ſome Way or other in this 


great Extremity. But Toberefore 40ſt thou aſk 


of 71¹ e, ſays Samuel, ſeeing 2 Lord is departed 


22 thee, and is become thine Enemy > Madam, 


Obſerve the ſtrange Alteration in Saul : When 


Sannel was on this Side the Grave, Sail ſlight— 
ed his Advice, though commanded by the Al- 
mighty to hearken to him; when dead, he's as 
importunate to have it, though in a WV ay that 
the ſame infinite Being had forbid, and there- 


fore muſt know, could not be for his good. 8 
Ihe Woman's ſudden Exclamation, ain Hing : 


— 


— 


* Hell, ſays M DN corth, ſionifies a 3 where 


even the bet Men come, &c. See Gen. xxxvii. 35. See 


Mr. uſion on the Pſalms, in the Word Zell. 


a V erle X11, 


o 
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E 

on? with a loud Voice, when the firſt {aw Sa- 
muel, implics, I ſhould think, ſomething extraor- 
dinary in the Appearance, more than ſhe had 
been us'd to on the like Occaſions; perhaps, by 
the Appearance, ſhe was inform'd, that "twas her 

Sovereign who was then applying to her, and was 
apprehenſive that he was layine 2 Snare for hey 
Life, as ſhe objected to him, when he firſt came 

to her a; which was futcicnt to put her into that 
Configſion, and to make her ſuy, why haft thou de- 
ceived me 2 For, thou art Saul“: Or, it m. 1y be, 
 Samnel's arifing out of the Earth w nt be in a 
different Manner, and not a2rceable with the 
common Rules of Necromancy, Lis certain, 
there is no Sort of Divination to anti-nt as this; 

and ſeveral Heathen Writers of the beſt Au- 
thority aſſure us, that it was commonly prac- 
ticed in the Eaſtern Parts of the World. When 
the Woman faid, I ſaw Gods aſcending ont of 
tie Earth e; It may poſſibly be underitood in 
the Languaze or Way of ſpeaking peculiar to 
Perſons of that Profeflion; hong [ rather ſuſ- 
pect it to be an bonourary Sort of Speech, in 
the Plural Number inſtead of the Singular, in 
Regard to the Perſon of Sammel: For Saul im- 
mediately ſubjoyns in the Singular d M Dat 
Form is he of 2 And ſhe anſwers in the Singular 
likewiſe, An old Man cometh up, and he is co- 
_wered eh 4 Mantle ;, and the uſing the PI 
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a Verleg. b Verſe xi. 0 Yerſe 23. 
<E Verle 14. 
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on tlie dh wie, by the Account which the Scrin- 


ro ek give: 1 15 of this latter, the Woman of 
£1. iv the N rin of Saum el, bat heard no 
Voce, * as Saul heard the Voice but fav 
nt: Form. 1 
Lou miy now Cent Ns UND, that I ſhould 
procced in making a more particulir Enquiry 


con- cernine Sa tels Appen ee Endor; En- 


By 


dir, was a Place, we read®, on the other 
17 Jordan, belon ing to 7 Tribe of MI. 


but 'tis ſaid, the Hiluren of Hlanaſſeb 
CH 1255 aride cut the Jnhabitent of thoſe c 2 
tire, where t heir Lot was, but the Canaanites 


world ure? in that Land. Tis ſaid in the 
Dok of Fred, 23 © that God would not drive 


1 

them du, in Order LO Prove Ifrael, and that 
the Ciiliren ef I ſac ] dwelt an: 20 155 Canaa- 
ret, &. „ they tool ther Ib. ughters t9 
bes their ices, and gave: tier Daits "ters to. 
their Sons, and ſerved their Gods, Nere we 
1.0 he Ref 110. ot thoſe Laws 5 which God 38e 
to the Iſtael ites ag inſt Liclatry, Mice cheraft, 
ee zation, and dcaling with Familiar Spirits. 
The Lam more immediately relating to Saul in 
this e Alfur at LEM Zur, Fung thus, — Regard not 

-til 
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ter Tizards to be azfled by them + IT am the 
J. gra your Gods A Mus or IV oman that 14th A 
Fentiliar irit, or that 1s a Wizard, ſnail furry 
be put to Death, — 67 a{harmer, or a Con- 
ſulcer with familiar Spirits, or a Wizard, or a 
Aecromancer « For al that do theſe Things are 
an Abymination unto the Lord And becauſe of 
theſe Abominations, the Lord thy God doth drive 
the Nations out from vefore thee a. The Word 
Fauihar, though not in the Original, yet our. 
Tranſlators have thought lit to ule that Epither, 
ſince we don't feem, no more than the Greeks 
and Latins, to have any one Word expreſlive, 
or ſuticient to give us any toberable Notion of 
ſuch an Operation. St. Paul tells us of a young 
Pythoneſs, whom he met at Philippi b, who dealt 
With a Sprrit in this fauiliar Manner; and Ori- 
gen in his Diſpute with Celſus e, gives a parti- 
cular Account of Pythia's Familiarity with ſuch 
imdure Spirits. St. Chryſoſtom docs the {ime 
Ihmg, when he comments upon thoſe Words of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians d, Te know that ye 
were Gentiles carried away unto theſe dumb 
Tdols, even as ye were led. © St. Chryſoſtom 
there tells his Auditors, that if his Diſcourſe on 
that Subject was not neceſſary, Modeſty would 
incline him to ſay nothing of ſuch Familiarity 2 
For the Woman, that was to divine, did firſt 


— —— 
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2 Fevit. xx. 31. xx." 2). Dent, xvii, 11, 12. 
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of all receive the infernal Spirit in the moſt im- 
pure and filthy Manner, afterwards rav'd and 
foam'd, and then talk'd like a drunken Woman, 
The Woman at Endor had not only a familiar 
Spirit, but ſhe likewiſe practiſed Necromancy, 
viz. divining from the Appearance of dead Peo- 
ple, ſummoned for that Purpoſe : For Sarl's Re- 
1 is, firſt, that ſhe would divine unto bim 
y the familiar Sp rit, and bring him up whom - 
he thould name unto ber a. When ſhe was once 

poſſeſſed, ſhe was then enabled to do the other. 
The Hebrew Writers, when they comment up- 

on this Part of the Jewiſh Law, tell us, That 
the Perſon deceaſed aſcends between the Lege * 
the Diviner, and either ſits there or at the Arm- 
pits, uttering in a low Voice, as if it came from 
ſome Cavern or hollow Part of the Earth b. This 
yew Law, moreover, was ſometimes broke 
y the Diviner's conſulting with Images; among 
the Heathen, the King of Babylon 1s taken No- 
tice of by the Prophet e, as ſtanding at the part- 
ing of the Way, at the Head of the two Mays, 
4% ſe Divination : He made his Arrows or his 
Knives bright, he conſulted with Images or Te- 
r1phim, he looked in the Liver. Theſe Tera- 
bim, or Images, were a Sort of Houſhold Gods, 
of which I don't doubt but you have often read, 
in Roman aud other Hiſtory. Suetonins tells 
us, in the Life of Nero, that he always kept 


a Verſe 8. b Vid. Crit. Sacr. in Lev. xix. 31. 
« EzeR. XXI. 21. 
one 


oF 


we 


231 


one of theſe little Images by him, and boaſt- 


ed that he knew Things to come by the Ad- 
vice of ſuch Image; this is leſs to be wonder'd 
at, when we read in the Holy Scriptures of 
Laban's keeping and conſulting theſe little Ima- 
ges, which he calls his God's, when he wrong- 
fully taxed his Son-in-Law Faces with carrying 
them away *; and, probably, his Daughter Ra- 
cel might do it, either to hinder his divining 


which Way ſhe and her Huſband were gone, 


or elfe by that Means to take her Father off 


from Idolatry. The Fews and others agree, 


ſays Mr. Mede b, that theſe Teraphim were ſmall 


Images made under a certain Conſtellation, 


which they uſed to conſult, both in Things 
doubtful and Things future, ſuppoſing they had 
a Power to this Effect, received from heavenly 
Influence; much like to Puppets made of Wax 
and like Matter, which our Wizards ſtill uſe 
unto like Purpoſes; and therefore, fays the Pro- 
phet, b Surely the Teraphims or Images have 
ſpoken Vanity, and the Soothſayers have ſeen a 
Lye, and the Dreamers have told a vain Thing. 
Dr. Spencer, in his learned Diſcourſe of the 
Laws of the Hebrews, when talking of theſe 
Matters, fays, * Tis not deny'd, but that there 
were Images of a much larger Size than theſe 
Teraphims, that ſerv'd the ſame Purpoſe, by 
delivering the Anſwers that their Gods gave: 
Such he takes it was that famous Statue of 
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Aemnon, that became YVacal when the Rays of 


the Sun darted on it: But, ſince theſe were moſt 
of them fixed in Temples, or ſome publick 
Places, and therefore could not be always at 
Hand, the Heathen invented theſe leſſer Sort, 
to ſupply tae Avienc? of the greater 3. Thus 
much, adam, I was willing to obſerve e, con- 


Corning the Law, to which this Tranſaction at 


Fudor does more immotiately relate; and, I hope, 
tac little that has been obſerred, may give you 
ſome Satisfaction, as well concerning ſuch as 
dit ine by familiar Spirits, as alſo by Necroman- 


cy, or by infernal Spir ts that are invokd and 


appear case rally for that Purpoſe. 
i proceed then to make Enquiry concerning 
ä Seve! s Appearance? ; whether this was ſubject 


to the Will and Pleaſure of any Demon, or 


waetner the Almighty thought fit to interpoſ: 
in any particular Manner, and to hinder whit 
Saul deſign'd, and the Wowan was going about, 


but, pe -rhaps, might not put in Execution. 


The Text ſays, it was Samuel But was it 
Sammel, riſen from the Dead, with the ſame 
Body and Soul that were formerly united? Or, 
was it Sæmmel's Body only, animated by ſome 

other imm: terial Subſtance 2 Or, was it Sa- 
mel with his Soul only, alluming ſome Al hbe- 


rial Vehicle? Or, was this a Reſemblance only 


of Samuel, effected, thro' God's Permiſſion, by 
ſome Aerial Demon? As to Sammel's Reſar- 


—_— — 
. 


2 Lib. III. Cap. III. S. 9. 
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rection with Body and Soul, 'tis not probable, 
that God would ſuffer it, conſidering all the 
Circumſtances of the Fact, and as 't's unlikely 
that his Body »nly, or the bare Trunk ſhould 
be made Uſe of in this Affair. Let Sammel then 
be firſt conſidered as to his Soul only — If we 
might allow, as the Romaniſts do, the Book of 
Eccleſiaſticus to be Canonical, there would be 


no Room for any Scruple : Tue Author of that 
Bock (fo full of excellent Morality) gives an 


Hiſtorical Account of Sammel, which we may 


| ſately admit as Canonical, becauſe we find it all 
contain'd in the firſt Book of Sammel: And after 


he has recounted the glorious Things done by that 
great Man, when alive, he adds, as the Conclu- 
ſion of the Whole, and after bis Death he pro- 
pheſied, and ſhewed the King his End, and lift 
up bis Voice from the Earth in Propheſy, to bot 
out the Wickedneſs of the People a. I dare fay, 


Madam, you don't think this Paſſage induced 
the antient Fathers of the Chriſtian Church to 


reckon this Book Apocryphal; fo far from it, that 
I can aſſure you, many of them are of the Opi- 
nion, that it was the real Soul of Sammel that 
appeared at Endor, and ſome of them have quo- 
ted that Book for the ſame Purpoſe. So thought 
Foſephus among the Jetes, Fuſtin the Martyr, 


St. Baſil, St. Ambroſe, and St. Auſtin, When I 


ſay the Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, I per- 


ſuade myſelf, that you do not fo underſtand me, 


G 
n — 


— 


3 Chap. xlvi. 20. GR, | 
_ . 


L260 


as if I was tranſgrefiing the Command of our 


Saviour, who bids us call no Man our Father 


non the Earth, for one is our Father which is in 
Heaven a, or that the Expreſſion is uſed by me 
in the Manner the haughty and ambitious 7erws 
uſed it, when they Ylory'd, one being of Paul, 
another of” Apollos, another of Cephas d. St. Paul 
was, indeed, eminently a Father to the Corin- 
thians ; and in the ſame Senſe may the Reſt of 


the Apoſtles be ſo called, in Regard to their In- | 
ſtructions, and their being, under Chriſt, the 


great Founders of the Chriſtian Religion, Their 
Succeſſors, thoſe great Lights of the Chriſtian 
Church, for Six hundred Years after, have been 


 _ jftly thought deſerving the ſame Appellation, 


in Regard to their Piety and great Learning 


but, I would not be here miſtaken, as if, under 


the Notion of Fathers, I was for fetting up an 


Infallibility of Judgment, when I quote theſe 


Gentlemen. I as much dillike that Notion, as 


do that other, of eſtabliſhing every one's pri- 


date Judgment, attended with ſuch ill Conſe- 


quences every Day amongſt us. The Writers, 


whoſe Authority I am now going to make Uſe 
of, were Perſons of univerſal Knowledge, and 
who gave their Opinion with ſingular Modeſty, 
after much Thought and ſerious Reflection; and 
(as appears particularly in the Caſe of St. Auſtin) 
if upon a Review they ſaw their Miſtake, they 


a Mat. xxiil. 9. b I Cor. iii. 


readily 
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readily retradted; and, on that Account, they 


are the more to be rely'd on. In ſhort, the 


preſent Age does not ſeem to be a Match for 


them, either in human Learning or Divinity : 
However, you need not be ſcrupulous here, Ma- 
dam; for no Eſſentials or Points of Faith will 


be treated of. — Feſephus was born but three 


or four Years after our Saviour ſuffered ; this 
Man (who may certainly be allowed a compe- 


tent Judge of the Fewiſh Affairs) gives us the 


Hiſtory of Samuiel's Appearance much after the 
ſame Manner as we have it in our Bible; but 
{1ys more particularly, that the Woman at En- 
dor did not know what Manner of Perſon Samuel 
was ; however, ſhe called him ub, and was in 
great Diſorder upon the Sight of ſo venerable and 
divine a Perſon; and ſays expreſly, that *twas 
the SOUL of Samuel that queſtioned with Saul; 
this we have recorded in his Book called Fewiſb 
Antiquities a. And this is the Author, Madam, 


who, though he lived and died a 7e, yet ſpake 


fo honourably of our bleſſed Saviour. You ſee 
Foſephus is a good Witnefs in the Affair of Sa- 
nie!; and ſo is Juſtin the Martyr, who lived 
not long after the Time of the Apoſtles, and 
who, in the famous Dialogue between him and 
Trypho the Few, alledges this, as one Argument 
of the Souls ſurviving in another State; that 


8 — 1 - ry In A - 
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I with another Bi /19p (as this Day) would tike the 


| like Method. 
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the I itcb or Pythoneſs called up the Soul of Sa- 
mul at the Requeſt of Saul, And though Fuſ- 
{tin is made to {peak otherwiſe in a Treatiſe, 
called his Anſwers to ihe Orthodox, concerning 
the 146 Queſtions, yet that Treatiſe is, on many 
Accounts, rej-&cd as ſpurious, or, at beſt, muſt 
be allowed to be interpolated, and many Things 


| father'd upon 7uf{zn, that are none of his?, 
St. Bail, who” lived in the fourth Century, 


| Wrong. to his Friend Euſlatbius a Phyſici— 
an b, and taking Occaſion to mention the dif- 


ferent Acceptation of the Word God, ſays, 
the Pythoneſs, that by her Witchcraft brougbt 


770 Sammel, ſaid, that "foe ſaw Gods, &c. And 


dt. Ambroſe, who lived alſo in the fourth Cen- 
tury, is very expreſs in his Commentary upon 
the tirſt Chapter of St. Luke where he ſays, 


Accor aing to the Teſtimony of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Samuel propheſied after his Death ©. St. 
Ar/tin, who was Cotemporary with St. Ambroſe, 


ſiys, in a Treatiſe that I mentioned to you, Ma- 


dam, ſometime ago 4, Tig evident from the Holy 
Scriptures, that ſome are ſent from the Dead to 


r e Living, as, on the conirary, that St. Paul 


Twas taken up fr om the Living into Paradiſe : 


Fur Samuel being dead, propheſied to King Saul 


* alive. Aer . laue been 1 au 
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3 Opinion, that it could not be Samuel himſelf, as 
3 not ſubject (they imagine) to the Power of any 
magic Arts, but was therefore rather ſome bad 

7 | Sp:rir, fit for ſuch Mork, which aſſumed the 
= Likeneſs of Samuel : Whereas the Book called 
| _ECCLESI1ASTICUS, generally aſcribed to Je- 
8 * Syriach, but from te Style and Manner of 
3 Writing, is affirmed to be Solomon's, commemo- 
—_— rates Samuel, among other Holy Men departed, as 
> | one that had propheſizd from amongſt the Dead. 
After ſuch great Names, Madam, I preſume, 

| you will think it unneceſlary to have the Judg- 
1 ment of modern Writers, whether Romiſh or 
1 Proteſtant; in this Matter; and I need not ob- 
5 ſerve to you, that the Writers, which I have 
3 | | ſet before you, lived zo early, to be ſkigmat;zed 
, with the trite and odious Character of being 
< | Popiſbly affected: And here I can't but obſerve 
by the By, chat every true Member of the Church 


8 of England muſt think, that the Reformation 
ſuffers, and real Service is done to the Church 
y | of Rome, whenever Popery is faid to be found 
» {| among thoſe glorious Lights of the Chriſtian 
/ | Church. We do not, we muſt not, refuſe ap- 
| pealing to the concurrent Teſtimony of Writers 
} | even for ſix hundred Years after our Saviour, for 
| the Truth of our Religion; and if Chriſtendom 
could be ſo happy as to agree on a fair Tryal 
in that Reſpect, and worldly Policy and Gran- 
dure not allowed to have any Thing to do in the 
; Matter, Things would then be put upon ſuch 

{| an liſue, that Schiſm in a little Time would have 
| nothing left to ſupport ufelf, Give me Leave 
. = then, 


[ 30 ] 
then, rather than trouble you with any more 
Authorities, to make ſome Enquiry, what might 
probably induce theſe antzent Facbers to con- 


clude thus about the Soul of Sammel. They 


might obſerve in the firſt Place, what is obvious 
to every Reader, that as often as this Appearance 
is taken Notice of in the Hiſtory, there is no 
other Name given than that of Sammel: *Tis 


faid, that the Woman ſaw Samuel — that Saul | 
perceived that it was Sammel — Samuel ſuid to 


Saul — Saul anſwered Samuel And Saul was 
ſore afraid, becauſe of the Words of Samuel. 
Tis natural enough to conclude, when Saul 


went to Endor upon this Errant, that he him 


ſelf did believe, what he really wiſhed and ex- 


pected, was come to paſs: There was no Scru- 


ple, nor even Fancy in him about the Matter; 
tor he perceived, which is more than Fancy, 
that it was Sammel; and his Reſpects were paid 
accordingly; he bowed bimſelf; and, during 


the Converſation, Saul ſays, I have called thee, 


that thou mayſt make known unto me what I 


hall do, If the Book of Eccleſiaſticus was writ 


by Solomon, as St-Auſlin takes Notice, tis no 
Wonder then, that theſe antient Fathers were of 


ſuch an Opinion: And who fo likely to give a 


jaft Account of th: Matter, as Solomon, who 
lived ſo little a Time after twas done? And 
what Reaſon could there be for the Author to 
extol Samuel for his propbeſying after Death, 
if an infernal Spirit only grove under the Re- 
ſemblance of Samuel? Theſe Antients might 


likewiſe obſerve, that the Predictions at Endor 
were 


31 1 
were extraordinary and very particular, as to 
Saul's Sons and their dying the next Day This 
was 2 Sort of Knowledge they knew was above 
[| the Reach of any infernal Spirit; for ſo the 
| Prophet fſazah*, Let them bring forth and 
ſhew 1s what ſhall happen Let them ſhew the 
Purmer Things what they be, that we may con- 
Þþ "der them, and know the laiter End of them ; 
or declare us Things for to come: Shew the 
Things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
| Hhnow, that ye are Gods. Yet, evil Spirits, by the 
EN divine Appointment, may, and often have de- 
5 clared Things for to come; but conſidering the 

ſeveral Circumſtances of this Appearance of Sa- 
mel, the Fathers might not think it conſiſtent 
with the Miniſtry of Demons, though *rwas to 
puniſh a very wicked Man. Beſides, if infernal 
Spirits, as has been often aſſerted, can neither 
uſe, nor endure the Sound of the great and ve- 
nerable Name JEH ova, this might furniſh zhem 
with another ſtrong Argument for concluding 
as they did; that Name being fo often repeated 
in the Hiſtory, The Commiſſion, they might 
think, was too ſolemn, and the Subject too di- 
vine for a Demon to be concerned in — The 
Lord, ſays Samuel, has done for himſelf, as he 
(pake by me — The Lord hath rent the Kingdom 
bur of thy Hand — Becauſe thou obeyeſt not the 
Voice of the Lord; and if it was not Samnel, 
but a lying Spirit, to what Purpoſe (they might 
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2 Chap. xli. 


argue) 
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argue) or what Occaſion was there for that Lye, 


when Sime, ſaid to Saul, Why haſt thou dif. 
quieted me? And, the Lord ſpake by me. And 
though the Souls of the Righteous are ſaid to 


be in Peace and at Reft, yet it might be no Ob- 


jection to theſe Fathers, that therefore it was not 
Samuel, becaule he complains that he was diſ- 
qnieted and brought up from the Place where 


he was before in Joy and Felicity; they might 


conclude, God appointed this, as he had often 
done before and ſince, in Regard to the Souls of 
innocent and good People: They knew the Soul 
was often brought back, and ſuch Diſturbance 
given as quitting the Manſions of Bliſs ; and 


whether ſuch Souls are called back to their pro- 


per Bodies, or whether they are ſummoned hi- 
ther without the real Body, 1s not the Objection 


here; but whether God might appoint the Soul 
of ſo good a Man as Samuel to be diſturbed ? 


This, I ay, might be no Objection to them 


They knew very well, that the Soul was brought 
back to the Widow's Son at Zarephath a; 
another, upon the Body's touching the Bones of 
Eliſha >; they knew the Diſturbance given to the 


Soul of Jairus's Daughter © ; to that of the Wi- 


dow's Son at Nain d; to that of Lazarus who | 


had been buried four Days e; to that of Tabitha 
at Foppa, a Woman full of good Works and Alms- 
deeds which ſhe did, and to the Souls of a great 
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a 1 Kings xvii. b 2 Kings xiii. © Mat. ix. 
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many good People at one Time, when the Graves 
were opened, and many Bodies of Saints which 
ſlept aroſe, and came out of the Graves, and went 


into the Holy City, and appeared unte many *. 


And though, Madam, the Appearance at Endor, 
is deſcribed as of one aſcending out of the Earth, 
yet thoſe Primitive Writers might ſtul think t 


no Objection to the Reality of Sammel's Appear- 


ance, but rather conſiſtent with the Scripture 


Account, in other Places, of Souls departed 


hence; and I can, moreover, aſſure you, that 
thoſe Writers did fo underſtand the Scriptures. 

acob, when he thought his Son Joſeph was 
dead b, refuſed to be comforted, ſaying, that 
he would go down to his Son; and the Original 
Word there uſed ©, for the Grave, 18 what fre- 
quently occurs in Scripture to denote the Sub- 
terraneous Manſions, and, as ſuch, is tranſlated 
by the LXX Greek Interpreters d, but never 
by the Word Tag, or any other Word that 
ſignifies a Grave or a Seprulchre , and St. Jerom 
and others in the Latin tranſlate it to the ſame 
Purpoſe e; ſo alſo at the puniſhing of a lewd 
Company of Schiſmatics f, they are ſaid to go 
down alive into the P1T ; the fame Word there 
uſed, as before. So the Royal Fſalmifts, If 1 


climb up into Heaven, thou art there; if [ 


5 * * — — 


a Mat. xxvii. b Cen. xxxvii. c New. 
d Aus. e Inferuum. f Numb. xv1. 
E cxxxvIII. 
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20 down to Hell, thon art there alſo. * We 


very often uſe the \ ord Hell (in our tranſlating 


the Bible) zmproperiy, becauſe our Language 
does, not furniſh us with a Word that's compre- 
henſive enough : The Scriptures ſometimes ex- 
preis it by the Way ot a Periphraſis: As, He 
aſcended \, what is that, hut the ſame that de- 
ſcended to the lowers Paris of the Earth? St, 


Paul tells the Philippians a, That at the Name 


of FJeſus every Knee ſhotle bow, of Toings in 
Heaven, and Things wnder the Earth And 
St. ohn, when he ſpeaks of the Book ſcaled 
with ſeven Seals, fays, No Man in Heaven nor 
in Earth neither under the Earth, was able to 
oben the Book, neither to Iook thereon. Lou 
will eatily imagine, Madam, that theſe Primi- 
tive Writers had ſuch Paſſages as theſe in their 
Eye, when they paſſed their Judgment upon 
this Appearance of Sammel from the lower Parts 
of the Earth. Irenaus, who lived not long after 
the Apoſtles, ſpeaks very plain about the low- 
er Parts of the Earth, as the proper-Reſidence 


for the Souls of the Juſt, till at the great Day 


they {hall be reunited to their Bodies, and then 


* 


* F; not only the Place of Torments, but the Place 
or State of decea;ed Souls, or what we commonly call the 
6: Tiorld. It is a Place or Fate, which all, even the 
belt den, come unto, ſays Mr. Anf north; who obſerves 
fer, that 7acob made Account to go thither, when he 
1 (Hen. XXXvVIIi. 35.) That he would go down to Hell 
a urging to his Son : And our Saxon Anceſtors tranſlate 
tie Place in the ſame Manner. 

4 Chap. 11. 


aſcend 
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aſcend into Heaven, and have a full Conſum- 
mition of their Happineſs; the Diſcourſe is in- 
troduced by this renowned Prelate, on Account 
of our Saviour's Deſcent into Hel; where he 
takes Notice of our Saviour's Saying to Mary, 
Touch me not, for I have not 70 aſcended to my 
Father — © If therefore our ord, ſays Irenens, 
« did conform himſelf to the Law relating to 
« the Dead, that he might be the Firſt-born 
* from the Dead, and ſtaycd till the third Day | 
« in the lower Parts of the Far th, after which, 

„ rifing with his Body, that he might thew his 
Diſciples the Print of the Nails, fo went up 
* to Heaven; how can ſuch Peop le help * 
ing, (meaning the Gnofficks) — alert th 


World to be the Place of Hell; bat has 


their Souls, when they quit the Body, mount 
to the higher Regions above? For, ſince our 
Lord retired, in the midſt of the Shadow 
of Death, where the Souls of the Deceas'd 


were; roſe afterward with his Body; and 


then was taken up; 'tis evident, that the Souls 
of the Ditciples, or Chriſtians in general, for 
« wiſe Sake the Lord did thoſe Things, have 
a Place appointed them by God, above our 
Comprehenſion, where they ſhall continue 
waiting till the general Rekirretlion ; when 
being reumted in a perfect Manner to their 
own Bodies, or riſing as our Lord did, they 
ſhall become Partakers of the Beatifick Vi- 
lion 2. If you are pleaſed to know more of 
2 Adv. Her. Lib. V. Cav. x, 

£2 mus 
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ta: 8 Matter, Madam, yuu mav ſce it fally treat- 


cd of in Dr. Heylin and Biſhop Pearſon's Expoſi- 


tions of that article of our Creed : the latter 
ohlerves, when this was made one of the Arti- 
le of our Religion at the Reformation, that it 
was pr: wounded with a certain Explication, and 
thus dcliver'd in the fourth Year of King Eq- 


ward Vi, with Reference to an expreſs Place of 


Scripture interpreted of this Deſcent, viz. That 
te boDY of Chriſt lay in the Grave until bis 
Reſin wen Hut bis SPIRIT, which be gave 
up, was with the Spirits which were detained in 
Priſon, or in Hell, and preached to them, as 
the Place in St. Peter teſtifieth ; In Biſhop Spar- 
1/-w's Collection, the Article in Engliſh reads 
thus, As Chriſt died and was buried for us; 
„ ſo alſo it is to be believed, that he went 
«* Gown into Hell: For the Body lay in the Se. 
palchre until the Reſurrection, but his Ghoſt 
departing from him was with the Ghoſts that 
vere in Priſon or in Hell, and did preach to 
ce the ſame as the Place of St. Peter Joch teſti- 
« fy, * But in the Synod ten Years after, in the 
Days of Qu1cen Elizabeth. the Articles, "which 
continue {till in Force, deliver the fame De- 
feent, but without any the leaſt Explication or 
Reference to any particular Place of Scripture, 
in theſe Words, As Chriſt died for us and was 


A 
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' buried, fu alſo it is to be believed that be went 


down into Hell, You ſind the Paſſage in St. 
Peter's firſt Epiſtle, — He went and preached 
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unto the Spirits in Priſon, which ſome time 
were difobedient, &c. Why the Article ſlands 
now without Explication and Reference, is an 
Enquiry, not at all material to our preſent Pur- 

ſe ; and were it otherwiſe, I believe you 
would think it more proper for me to let it 
alone. The Paſlage fecus to allude to what the 
Prophet Zechariah fays a, where hc is exhort- 
ing Zion to rejoyce for the Coming of Chriſt, — 
As for thee alſo, by the Blood of thy Covenant, 
I have ſent forth thy Priſoners out of the Pit, 
wherein is no Water, The Prophecy concerning 
Chriſt juſt precedes this Paſſage, and 1s ſo quo- 


red by the Evangeliſts concerning his Entry in- 


to Jeruſalem, Rejoyce greatly, O Daughter of 


Zion; ſhout O Daughter of Feruſalem, bebold 


thy King cometh, &c. And then, by Way of 


Apoſtrophe, the Prophet addreſſes himfelf to 
_ Chriſt, As for thee alſo, &c. (as above) Juſtin 


the Martyr and Irenæus; the one, in his Dialo- 


gue with Trypbo the Fero, the other in his third 


Book againſt Hereſies > quote a Paſſage, as be- 


longing either to Iſaiah or Jeremiah, which fo 
much reſembles this Paſſage of St. Peter, that 


probably he might take it thence ; the Words 
are, The Lord the Holy one of Iſrael had in 


Remembrance His that were dead, and were 


aſſeep in the Land of the Deceas d, and went 
down to preach to them Salvation, which is from 


him, that he might ſave them. Fuſtin is there 


— — —— — 7 » —— — „— 


2 Chap. ix. 11. 2 Chap. Xxiii. 
| upbraid- 
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g5bra.ding his Jew with the baſe Methods, they 


Lud taken, by curtailing the Holy Scriptures in 


many Places; and this Paſſage, he ſays, was 
one of them, the Annotator Sylburgirs makes 
no Doubt, but St. Peter did refer to this Pallage ; 
And Feuardentins upon Irenens, obſerves, that 


this Paſſage neither occurs in the Septuagint nor 


Julgar Tranſlation. 


After what J have thus offer'd, concerning 


Samnel's Appearance at Exdor, I am apt to think, 
vou may have ſtill ſome Scruples remaining 
about it; as whether it was the real Soul of Sa- 
mel, or whether the Almighty would permit 
any ſuch Appearance to be. We may ſafely af. 


firm, that, without rhe Divine Permiſſion, it was 


not in the Power of any Infernal Spirit to have 
effected it. But whether, conlidering all the 
particular Circumſtances of the Fact, and the 
ſtrict Relation had between Saul and Samuel 


when alive, ſuch an Appearance may not be rea- 


enable; or whether ſuch Appearance be 2 
ways iuconſiſtent with infinite Wiſdom and Jut- 
' rice, ſeems to be the main Queſtion. Sammel, 


when he had anointed Saul to be Aing, might 


be ſaid to continue ſtill Judge of the People; 
though they were ſo fond of a Change in Govern- 


ment, and obſtinately affected the Title of Ang 
for tacir Governour. *Tis evident, Samuel ſtill 
retain d the judiciary Power, and was prime 


Miniſter in all Affairs beſides; twas the pecu- 


liar Once of Samuel to inſtruct, to adviſe, and to 


reprove Saul : But when he grew very wicked, 


2nd Samue! found all Methods unſucceſsful; he 


left 
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heft him with this Prophetick Sentence denounc'd 
againſt him, The Lord hath rent the Kingdom 
of Iſrael from thee this Day, and hath given 
it to a Neighbour of thine that is better than 
tor. This was the laſt Time that Samuel took 
any Notice of Saul; Samuel went to Ramab, 
and there mourned for Saul*:; he knew, that 


Saul's Kingdom was ſoon to be taken from him, 
and was alſo really concern'd for Saul's Condi- 


tion after this Life ; the good old Man there- 


fore mourns, though he was no T ranfſgreſſor 
himſelf, for one that was a very great Offender, 


but without any Remoi ſe for his own Sins. With 


theſe Thoughts the Soul of Samuel went down 
to the Grave: But at Endor, Madam, you have 


the ſame Words explain'd, that Samuel made 
Uſe of, when he took his Leave of Saul. Samuel 


told Saul, juſt before they parted, The Lord = 
hath rent the Kingdom, &c. And here at Endor, 
he reminds him of this memorable Converſation, 


in the following Words *® : The Lord hath done, 


for himſelf, as he ſpake by me : For the Lord 
bath rent the Kingdom out of thy Hand, and 


given it to thy Neighbour, even to David, But if 
this Argument be not ſufficient for inferring it 
to have been the real Soul of Samuel, it may 
then, I think, be reaſonably asked, whether 


any internal Power was, or could be in it's own 
Nature, privy to ſuch Diſcourſe, as paſs'd be- 


tween Saul and Samuel when alive, and which 


1 
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was afterwards repeated at Endor ? It muſt be 


allowed, that to ſearch the Heart and Reins is 


a Privilege belonging to the Almighty : No 
Man, nor Devil, knoweth the Things of a Man, 
but the Spirit that is in him : And tis the Spi- 
it that ſearebeth the deep Things of God It 


ſeem'd a ſutficient Argument, that Chrift was 


God, when he let the Scribes fee, that he knew 


Their Thoughts *; and were infernal Spirits con- 
ttantly acquainted with the inmoſt Receſſes of 


our Souls, our Temptations would be more vio- 
lent, and the Victory ſtill rendered more difficult. 
1 know very well, the Reply to this, is, that 
ſuch Knowledge might, and often has been 
communicated to Demons, for executing the Al- 


mighty's Will and Pleaſure here. This I readi- 

ly grant: But then, as ] ſaid before, conſidering 

all the Circumſtances. of this Appearance, why | 
may it not be more reaſonable to ſuppole Samuel | 


by divine Appointment divulging his own 
Thoughts, than to have them communicated, 
and then divulged in fo folemn a Manner by an 
infernal Spirit ? Or what 1s there 1n this unbe- 
coming the Majeſty of Heaven ? The greateſt 
Objection, to this real Appearance of Samuel, 
(at leaſt it has the greateſt Weight with me) 
is, that ſince Saul ſays of himfelf, juſt before he 


went to Endor b, That the Lord anſwered him 
not, neither by Dreams, nor by Urim, nor by 
Prophets; that therefore, it thould ſeem incon- 


— 
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ſiſtent, to ſuppoſe the Almighty afterwards con- 
cern'd in giving him an Anſwer from the Dead; 


eſpecially when 'twas what he himfelf had for- 


bid by an expreſs Law — This is the Subſtance 
of all that has been objected, either by any of 
the Antients, or by Leo Allatins, and other 
Moderns ; you are then, Madam, to weigh in 


the Ballance what has been already offered con- 
cerning the real Appearance of Samuel; what 


the Judgment of thoſe Antients I quoted; and 


whether the Reaſons ſuppoſed to induce them in 


forming ſuch Judgment are of any Force : And, 


as to the preſent Objection, I ſhould think it 


might be ſafely anſwered, in ſaying, that Saul's 


wicked Intention of having Recourſe to Necro- 


nancy, might induce the Almighty to znterpoſe, 


and hinder both him and the Woman executing 


that, which they were then going about to do, 


und yet at the ſame Time to give Saul the 


ſtrongeſt Aſſurances (not ſubject to any Illuſion) 
of the ſudden Deſtruction that was coming upon 
him. You obſerve, by the Hiſtory, he great 
Confuſion the Woman was in at Endor; what a 
terrible Cry or How! there was, when ſhe was 
ſurpriz'd at the Appearance of Samuel, This 
P3thoneſs, we may conjedure, had not Time 
given her, to put herſelf in Order for playing 


the Magick Tricks ſhe intended; or, it may 
be, the Appearance wat not only ſudden, and 
therefore ſuch as ſhe might conclude the had 


no Hand in, but was in another Manner, than 
what the was before uſed to ; and ſome Com- 
mentators have accordingly obſerv'd, that, pro- 
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bably, Sæmme ] did not aſcend by the Rules of 
Necromancy, but in a Poſture quite different, 
am therefore inclin'd to think, that Serel's 
real Appearance may be very well admitted, 
without ſuppoſing the Almighty to have been 
conſenting to the Breach of any divine Law; 


and that it was by no Means inconſiſtent, that 


God, after having denied a wicked Man's Re- 
quceſt, in not anſwering kim by Dreams, &c. 
ſhould take the Opportunity, and uſe Methods 
more agrecable with his own infinite Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, in denouncing Saul's Doom by that 


very Perſon, who had anointed him King, and 
made it his fole Euſineſs to ſupport him in 


his Throne ; that Perſon, whoſe Counſel he 
had reiz&ed, whoſe Propheſies he had dread- 
ed, and which Propheſies, as a Prelude to his 
approaching Nliſery, he was to, hear declared 
by him from the otker World in a more full, 

awful and terrible Manner, than he had heard 


them in this. And thus, Madam, I leave the 


Mole with you, and will not venture to affirm 
any Thing farther in this Matter of Sammel, than 
in aſſuring you, that I pay the ſame Regard to 
the Paſſage already quoted out of the Book of 
Eccleſaſicus, which the antient Fathers did. 
1 could eaſily produce ſeveral very material Ief-+ 
timonies from them; from Clemens Alexanari- 
Anus, St. (yprian, Epiphanius, St, Ambroſe, be- 


ſides that from St. Auſtin already mention'd, in 


Behalf of that Book; and many of them believ- 
ed it to be Solomon s, though collected and di- 
geſted by Jeſus the Son of Sirach. Our Church 


did 
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did not fettle the Canon of Scripture, or ex- 
clude this Book in the Articles drawn up in the 
Reign of King Edward VI. And when 1t was 


done in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, the Books 


then {tid Apocyyphal are no otherways diſtin— 
guiſh'd than they were of old by St. F-rom, viz. 
the Church duth read them for Example of Life, 


and Iuſtruction of Manners, but yet dot not 
apply them to eſtabliſh any Doctrine. By Doc- 
trine we mult underſtand ſuch, and ſwcb only, 


as relates to any Article of our Fzirh. The 
Do@rine at preſent, Madam, is not of that Sort; 
nor is our Salvation in the leaſt concern'd, whe- 
ther we reject or admit the Doctrine, which has 


deen thus advanc'd. 


After whit has been ſaid then, concerning 
this particular Appearance of Sammel, I will 
now beg Leave to give you my Thoughts con- 


cerning Appearances in general : For ſhould 


you be inclin'd, Madam, to think as I do, 
concerning the real Soul of Sammel at Endor, 
yet we muſt ſtill think of it, as an Appear- 
ance particular and extraordinary, ſo order'd 
by the Almighty, i. may be, for many wiſe 


and good Ends; but by no Means infer, that 


therefore the real Soul of Julius Ceſar was at 


. Philippi; or that there may not be Reſemblances 


of Perſons alive but abſent, as alſo deceas'd; 


and Communications that Way, as well as by 


Dreams and Viſions, and yet the Souls of ſuch 
Perſons whether alive or deceas'd, whether 


good or bad, knowing nothing of the Matter, 
and no Ways privy to ſuch Communications ap- 
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pointed or permitted by the Almighty, unleſs 
he ſces fit to order it otherwiſe. It is in this 
Senſe, and no other, that 1 ſhall treat of the 
preſent Subject; and J am not without Hopes 
of giving you tone Satisfaction, before L have 
done with 1t. 

The Doctrine of Subſtances ſpiritual, or what, 


in Contradiſtinction to Bodies corporeal and vi- 


fible, we often call immaterial, is a Doctrine, 
which the better and more thinking Part of the 


Heathen World eaſily apprehended, and of 


which they were thoroughly convinced both by 
Reaton and Experience , to the great Reproach 
of thoſe ungrel Fews, who lay, that there is 


neither Angel nor Spirit d. The Author to the 
Hebrews itiles the Almighty the Father of 


Spivits ©, Such Spirits muſt all confeſs, as 
well as we that are of another Mould, that tis 
he who bath made us, and not we ourſelves: : 


Some of them were fo unhappy „as to forget it, 


wehen through their Pride and Envy they loft 
their firſt E, fate, and are reſerved in everlaſting 
(Hains 2 Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of 


the great Day d. Theſe are now diſtinguiſh'd 


by the Name of Demons or Devils; whereas 
thoſe, who retain'd the happy Eſtate in which 
they were firſt created, have now in common 
tie, Name of Angels, tho different Orders, as 


the Scripture informs us. The one are conti- 


pally roving about in this Wy. World, 
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ſceking whom they may enſnare, and how to 
encreaſe their Kingdom of Darkneſs; the other 
as vigilant in taking heed to their Charge, as 
miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to miniſter for chem 
who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation . 


Now, Madam, by the Appearance of a Spirit, 


1 would in general (or without raking the Word 


Appearance in the ſtricteſt Senſe) be underſtood, 


that ſuch Subſtances ſpirituil and immaterial, 


good and bad, have often been. and ſtill may 
be, manifeſted in ſuch a Manner, though not 
without the Appointment or Permiſſion of the 


Almighty, as to be eaſily apprehended by one, 
more, or all of our Senſes: But then, as our 


Senſes are to be conſider'd ſeveral Ways, ſo 
there are as different Ways, wherein ſuch Ap- 
pearances occur. Sometimes the Communica- 


tion is only mental; ſometimes the Repreſenta- 
tion 1s rendered ſtrong to the Imagination; 
at other Times, the outward Senſes themſelves 
engaged in ſuch Appearance, You eafily ob- 


ſerve, that the Old and New Teſtament afford 
us ſeveral Inſtances for illuſtrating theſe Di- 
ſtinctions. Nay, farther, we there learn, that 
there may be ſometimes undoubted external 


Proof given of immaterial Subſtances being 


preſent, and yet no Appearance at all, *T'was 


fo, when by the Miniſtry of Angels the Law 
was given to the People; when there was enough 
to prove their Preſence, but nothing more 


LAY 
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perceived, than Thrndrings, the Noiſe of the 


Trumpet, and the Mount aim ſmoaking „ An 
ſo it was, Iikewife, when, by the ſune Exccu- 


tioners of the Almighty's Will and Power, 
the Courſe of Nature was alter'd, and the Sun 
and Moon ſtood ſtill at the Voice of a Man; 
When Foſbuab ſaid in the Sight of Iſrael, Sun, 
ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, and thou Moon in 
the Valley of Ajalon b. I remember, you have 


ſometimes told me, that you had read over a 


great many Books about Apparitions, and that 
you thought there was juſt Reaſon to rej=& ma- 
ny of them as fabulous : 1 entirely agreed with 
vou in Opinion; and I farther added, that 


*rwas not improbable, but the Degeneracy and 


 Prophaneſs amongſt Chriſtians might be one 
Reaſon, why ſuch Communications by Dreams 
and Viſions are fo rarely permitted amongſt 
us, as formerly. I ſhall be very careful, Ma- 


dam, in offering any Thing to you upon the pre- 


fent Subject, but what I think is ſupported with 
the beſt Authority, as well as Reaſon ; fo far as 
Reaſon may have to do in the Matter. The 
great Miſtake, that People are generally led 


into, when they read ſuch Books, as you men- 
tion d (and you frankly od it to be your own 


Ciſe) is, they iinagine, in the Affair of Appari- 
tions and Communications from the other World, 


that the real Souls of Perſons deceas'd are con- 
cern'd, and acquainted with the Matter tran- 
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{ied ; whereas we are rather to conclude, that 
ſuch Souls departed may be generally utter Stran- 
gers to what is ſo permitted or appointed by the 
{upreme Governour; and that they continue juſt 
in the ſame State they were, upon their Diſ- 
ſolution here. The Caſe has been often evi- 
dently ſo in Regard to the Living; and why 
may we not account for it in the ſame Manner, 
as to the Dead? I mean, *tis a Truth beyond 
Contradiction, that there have been Ferſons in 
all Ages, and in all Parts of the World, whether 
Heathen or Chriſtian, who have either by an 
external Appearance, or Dream, or Viſion, been 
adviſed, inſtructed, or acquainted by ſome Friend 
or Relation, in whoſe Reſemblance they could 
not be miſtaken; and yet ſuch Friend or Rela- 
tion has not only been at a great Diſtance, and 
in a good State of Health, but, as it has after- 
wards prov'd, was perfectly ignorant of the 
Matter, as to ſuch Advice or Information given 
under ſuch Reſemblance. St. Auſtin, Madam, 
in that curious Treatiſe, which I have twice 
quoted already a, gives ſome remarkable 'In- 
{tances to this Purpoſe; and he makes himſelf 
one of them. © It has been related, ſays St. 
Auſtin, that ſome dead Folks, whilſt their 
«© Bodies have continued above Ground unbu- 
ried, have appear'd to Perſons living, either 
* in their Sleep, or in ſome other Manner, 
they being wholly ignorant where ſuch Bo- 
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e dies lay, and that having ſignified where the 
“ Pl.ces were, preſſed them to give Burial, 
„ which had been neglected. If it ſhall be 
* reply'd, that theſe, Things are not true, 
* ſuch Reply (ſays the Father) may well be 
* term'd impudent; becauſe *tis not only queſ- 
tioning the Authority of ſome Authors of 
known Credit, as to what they relate; but 
< *tis arraigning the very Senſes of thoſe, 


7 


cc 


© who affirm that Things of this Nature have 


befel them: The proper Anſwer therefore, 
or Account to be given of theſe Things is, 


ce that we are not to imagine, ſuch dead Folks | 


cc 


are any ways affected, or concern'd in the Af- 
fair themſelves, becauſe they ſeem to ſpeak, 


cc 


— 0 fignify, and make it their Requeſt to Per- 


ſons living, in their Sleep or otherways: For 


many who are alive often appear to one an- 


< other in their Sleep; and yet ſuch, who fo 


« appear, know nothing of it themſelves, til! 


“ they have the Account from the other; 


who declare that they ſaw them in their 


5 


* 


Sleep talking or acting ſuch and ſuch Things. 
<< If then a Perſon can ſee me in his Sleep, ac- 


* quainting him with ſomething that's juſt 


« come to pals, Or, it may be, foretelling ſome- 


thing that's yet to happen; when I, at the | 
„ ſame Time, am an utter Stranger to thoſe | 
« Things, and, probably, never ſo much as | 
came into my Thoughts, whether that Perſon | 
„ was up or no, when I went to Bed, or whe- 
« ther we might be awake or aſleep at one and | 
the ſame Time or no, when he fo ſaw me: 
mm N | 6 Why | 
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Why is it then to be wonder'd at, that Perſ-ns 


* deceas'd thould frem to prefent themulelves to 
(0 


the Living in their Sleep, and to impart ſome 
Things to them, which they afterwards find 
to be true, and yet the Deceas'd may be 


unacquainted with ſuch Things themſelves? 


For my own Part, I believe theſe Things are 
done by Angels, fo appointed or permitted 
by the Almighty —— But ſuch is humary 


. Frailty ; when any one has feen a Perſon, 


that's dead, in his Sleep, he is apt to think, 
that the Soul os the Deceas'd then appcars; 
and yet, when he thall have ſeen a [iving Per- 


ſon in the like Manner, he's thoroughly ſatis- 
tied, that twas neither his Soul nor his Bo- 


dy, but the Reſemblance of the Perſon that 
he ſaw; as if it was not alike poſſible, that 
there there may be ſuch Reſemblances of de- 
ceas'd Perſons in our Dreams, and vet the 
Souls of ſuch Perſons knowing nothing of 


it. When was at Milan, twas related, as 


* a certain Truth, that there having been made 
0 


a Demand of a Debt, which had been really 
paid by one that was then dead; but the 
Son, on whom the Demand was made, being 
ignorant of it, and affrighted at the Sight 
of his Father's Bond produced againſt him, 
and thereupon thrown into a deep Melancho- 
ly, wondering that his Father, when a dy- 
ing, and when he alſo made his Vill, ſhould 


take no Notice of his Debts : Under this Per- 
plexity, the Father appear'd to him in his 


Sleep, and let him know where he ſhould 
” my . Und 
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fnd a Counter-Security in Relation to that 
Debt: This being accordingly found and 


5 he not only clear'd himſelf, as to 


ge falſe and ſ-andalous Demand that had 
* made, but likewiſe recover'd the Bond, 
under his Father's Hand, which he had care- 
lelly ſufterd to lye out againit him, when 
he paid the Money. Now, here the Man's 
Soul is ſuppus'd to take this Care of his Son, 
and to have come to him when aſleep, and by 
inſtructing him in what he was ignorant, freed 


him from the great Trouble he was in. Like- 
wiſe at the very ſame Time, when I heard this, 
being then ſettled at Milan, one Eulagius, a | 


Profeſſor of Rhetoric at Carthage, (who 


was once my Pupil in that Way, and gave me 
the following Account, after I return'd to 


him into Africa) during the Courle of 


Lectures which he was reading upon Ci 
cero's Books of Rhetoric, happen'd, when 


he was overlooking a certain Lecture againſt 
the next Day, to meet with a Paſlage that 
ſcem'd very dark and obſcure. Not being 


able to underſtand or to make himſelf Maſter 


of that Paſſage, he went to Bed very much 
diſſatisficd, and could hardly fleep for tlulnk- 
inz of it: But that Night, whilſt he was 


lumbering, I, it ſeems, explain'd the Diff 


culty, and made that intelligible to him, 
which before was otherwiſe : But yet, it 


was not I, but a Reſemblance of me, who 


knew nothing of the Matter, was at a great 


Diſtance on the other Side of the Sea, and 


"0 was 


E 


was either doing or dreaming ſomething 


elſe at that Time, and had not the leuft 
Thouzht of that which then fo buch di— 
ſturbed Eulogins, The Way or Minor 
how theſe Things may be done, is what I 
am at a Loſs to define; but let them be 
done which Way ſoever, what Objection can 
there be to our believine, that any one in his 


Sleep may fee a Perſon that is dea.4, in the 


ſame Way that he ſees one that is alive 2 
Both of them being ignorant and une oncern . 
as well in Reſpect of tlie Perſon, as th: Place 
and Time, when ſuch Repreſentations are 


made. Why are we not to believe, that 
theſe Things are done by Angels, thro? the 
| Diſpenſation of divine Providence, who uſes 


bath the good and bad, for excellent Pur- 


poſes, according to the Depth of his Counſels 


which are unſearchable? Whether it be for 


Inſtruction in ſome, or Detufron in otters 3 


whether for Comfort or Terror; every one's 
Condition is, either to taſte of his Mer-y, 
or Indignation and Frach: And when tie 


Church of God fings of bis Mercy and 


we to wt we are to ſuppoſe ſuch Eu- 
preſſion not to be without its proper Force 


and Energy. In ſhort, let every one judze, 
as he pleaſe, of this Diſcourſe of mine: 7 :4// 
only add, if the Souls of the Deceas'd did in- 


tereſt themſelves in the Affairs of the 7 tving, 
and they themſelves converſed, when ap- 
pearing to us in our Sleep, tis certain my own 
„good pious Mother (to name no ore) 
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« would never lata Night paſs without making 
„mee wilt, ünde, when alive, the followed 
„mne both Sen and Land, that the might live 


„wir me” This was the Lady, Madam, 
remember you once mention'd on Account of 


ſome Atiievon that hed lately happen'd to a Re- 
tion of yours; and, as you was pleas'd to 
expreſs yourlelf, yon with'd you might be 
{> hippy as to copy after your dear Monica. 
Se was, indeed, a Woman of exalted Piety ; and 
when ſhe came to die, at the Age but of fifty— 
fix, whit a moving Scene was there between 
her and her Son at parting ? I fear, I hall 
incur your Diſpleaſure, it I ſhould omit it; 
we mect with it in the tenth and eleventh Chap- 
ters of his ninth Book of Confeſſions; and I will 


be as brief as poſſible in relating it, though it 
mi not be altogether Foreign to the -preſent 
Subject neither. When the Day of Monicas 


Death drew near, and ſhe had fo contriv'd 
it, that the-and her Son might be alone, the 
Diſcourſe tumsdiately began about the Hap- 
plineſs of thie other Life, ſuch as nextber He 
* kath ſcen, nor Far heard, nor hath it en- 
„gerd into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
St. Auſtin having for ſome Time expatiated up- 
on the Subject, and obſerved, how poor and 
11-10 the Delights of this World are, his Mo- 


ther replies, --— “ Son, as to myſelf, there 


is nothing belonging to this Life, wherein 
« | take any Pleafure: What there is now for 


'* me to do bere, is more than I am able to ſay, 


** ther? being now an End of all that I hopes 
| JJC 
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« for in this World: There was one Thi, 
« jndeed, made me deſirous of continu ng fr 
&« {ome Time on this Side o' the Grave, hat I 
might ſee Thee a thorough good Chriſtian be- 
cc * { died. This my God has abundantly 
made good to me, in letting me live to ſee 
„ Thee his faithful Servant, and able to de- 
ſpiſe- ſuch terrene Happineſs, as well as my- 
3 l St. Auſtin ſays, he does not well re- 
member what Reply he made to theſe Words of 


* 


his Mother; but when ſhe was dying, and her 


Soul ſeem' 1 for ſome little Time to have taken 


its Flight, her Senſes were ſoon reſtor'd, and 
ſhe ſeeing him and his Brother ſtanding by, ſhe 


told em, That as to her Body, they might 


„ lay it where they pleaſed, but would not 


« have them trouble themſelves about the 


7 Manner of her Burial; All that I requeſt of 


« yore 25 this, that as often as you approach 
« the Altar of the Lord, you will not fail to 
« remember mes St. Aiſtin was ſoon at the 


Throne of Grace after his Mother's Deceaſe; 
The Prayer is heavenly, truly becoming ſo great 
à Prelate; and the pious Breathings, which re- 


commended his Mother s Soul, exalted and really 


promoted the Good of his W. But this is 
_ all I ſhall fay of it, unleſs you ſhall hereafter 


lay your Commands upon me to ſay more. I 
rather now proceed, in conſidering how we are 
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a Tantun illud 05 r0g0, ut ad Domini Auer, mens 
neretis mei ui fueritis. 
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to account for theſe Appearances : And, for my 
own Part, I cannot ſee any better Foundation 
to build on, than what St. Auſein has laid don. 
If this be allow'd of, we need not have Re- 
courſe to any ſuch extraordinary Method, as 
might probably be the Caſe of Sammel; nor 
ned we ſuppoſe the real Soul of Julius Cæſar 
to have been at Pilihhi, when Heaven was de- 


termin'd to chaſtiſe a wretched Brr77eo Take 


the Reflection made upon it, 45 it ſtands record- 
ed in one of the greateſt Monuments of Learn- 


ing, that has appear d in the preſent Age, (and 


which, 'tis likely, has a Place in your own 


Cloſet) Dy. Prideaux's Connection of the Old 


and New Teſtament. 5 3 
The Murder of Ceſar, ſays he, was a moſt 
* baſe and villanous Act, and was the more fo, 


"is 
c< 
as Ceſar had in the higheſt Manner obliged: 
* Yet it was executed under the Notion of an 

high Heroick Virtue, in thus freeing their 
Country from one whom they called a Ty- 


cc 


* 


ready even in our Days to applaud the Act: 
* But divine Juſtice declar'd itſelf otherwiſe 
* in this Matter; for it purſued every one ot 


« them that were concern'd herein, with ſuch 


* 2 jutt and remarkable Revenge, that they 


« were every Man of them cut off 1n a ſhort 


„Time after in a violent Manner, either b 


ce their own or other Men's Hands, — Tis 
5 
evi-⸗ 


in that the prime Authors of it, Marcus 
Brutus, Decimus Brutus, Caſſius, and Tre- 
bonttus, and ſoine others of them, were ſuch 


rant; and there are not wanting ſuch as are 


* 
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Mankind then had therein : 


SS] 
evident, an over-ruling Power of Providence 
ſet up Ceſar as a fit Inftrument for the Work 
which he brought to pals; carrying him 
through all Dangers and Hazards to the full 
2ccompliſhing of it; z and after that, when 
there was no more for him to do, caſt him 
off to periſh like a Rod, which 1s thrown in- 
to the Fire when no more to be us'd. The 


Work was God's, but it being Malice and 
Ambition that excited him to be the Inſtru- 


ment 1n the Execution of it, he juſtly had 
for the Reward thercof that Deſtruction by 
which he fell —— He ſutficiently prov'd him- 
ſelf to have been a terrible Scourge in the 


Hand of God, (having, as Pliny obſerves, in 


fifty Battles, which he fought, ſlain eleven 
hundred ninety-two thouſand Men) for the 
Punithment of the Wickedneſs of that Age in 
which he liv'd; and conſequently he is to 
be reputed the greateſt Peſt and Plague that 
But notwithj- 
ſtanding this, his Actions have with many ac- 
quired great Glory to his Name; whereas 


true Glory is due only to thoſe who benefit, 


not to thoſe who deſtroy Mankind.“ | fatter 


myſelf, you'll pardon this Digreflion : ; and I 
proceed to obſerve, that if St, Auſtin's Explica- 
tion of Appar:tions be allow 'd of, we eafily ac- 
count, 2s Chriſtians, for thoſe r 
from the other World j in Dreams, that have been 


ſo frequent in all Ages relating to Futurity; 
do the private or publick good; to the reward- 
= ing of Virtue and the Punilment of Vice. Ihere 


is 


[56] 
is no one Thing, the whole World has all along 
been more agreed in, than this.“ And though 


the Heathen were Strangers to the Avgelick Dif. 


penſation, or God's governing the World in that 


Manner, with which, we are well acquainted ; 


yet thctz Ihings were carefully attended to by 


them : They knew, there muſt be ſome Power. 


| ſuperior to themſelves, who did theſe Things; 
the vihbl- Effeas of ſuch a Power frequently 


admonith'd them, that *twas their Duty and In- 


tereſt to regard it. | © I am of their Opinion, 


< ſays the Roman Orator a, who make two Sorts 


of Divination ; the one, done by Art; the 
other, without any Art at all: The firſt Sort 
are thoſe, who by Obſervation have learnt, 
how Things were formerly, and fo are bet- 


_ © ter able to form their Conjectures, how Things | 
< may fall out at prefent : But the other Sort | 


are ſuch, who uſe no Art at all, who eithet 
by a ſtrong Emotion of Mind, or elſe by a 


« free and eafy Impulſe without reaſoning up- 
on the Matter, or making any Obſervation 


* or Conjecture from external Objects, have a 
< real Fore-knowledge of ſeveral Things that 


— 


* Gentem quidem nullam video neque tam humanam 
atque doctam, neque tam immanem, tamque barbaram, 
quæ non ſignificari futura, & a quibuſdam intelligi, præ- 
* poſſe cenfeat. Cic. de Devin. Lib. III 
+ Quid quæris, Carneades, cur hæc ita fiant, aut qui 


* 


arte perſpici poſſint? neſcire me fateor; eyenire autem te 


ipſum dico videre. Lid. 
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« are to come to paſs; and the ſame Thing, 
* ſays he, often happens to People in their 
© Dreams, &c. The many Inſtances that Ci- 
cero, Pliny, Plutarcb and others have given, and 
ſo well atteſted by their own, and the Authority 
of others, concerning Appearances, whether 1n 
Dreams or otherways, are certainly beſt ex- 
plain'd in the Manner that I have already laid 
down from St. Auſtin, For, when Cicero tells 


us, from the Writings of Dionxſius, of that 


great Prince Cyrus, that having ſeen in his 
Sleep the Sun lying at his Feet, and zhrice 
endeavour'd, but in vain, to lay hold of it; 


he was afterwards acouainted by the Magi (a 


wiſe and learned Sort of People that liv'd in 
Perſia) that by the Dream was ſignified, he 


ſhould reign thirty Years ; which fo came to 


paſs ; Cyrus living till he was ſeventy Years old, 
and began his Reign at forty ; who fees not, that 
the Almighty was then governing among the Hea- 


t ien as well as among the Hebrews, and, by his 


{ubſervient Miniſters, was concerning himſelf as 
well in the Dream of Cyrus, as in the Interpre- 
tation of it > © *Tis obſervable from moſt of 
* our antient Hiſtorians, that when a People 
* had once diftinguith'd themſelves in Wicked- 
* neſs, and their Sins becoming national made 
© them ripe for divine Vengeance, and neceſ- 
* ſarily called for a national Puniſhment, ſuch 


© Puniſhment was uſually ſignified by ſome pre- 
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* vious Communications, from the ſame infinite 
© Power that was to inflict it.” Hannibal, af. 
ter he had ruin'd Sagunttm, was favour'd with 
a remarkable Vin, letting him ſee before-hand, 
that he was the Inſtrument deſign'd by Heaven 
to check the Pride and Luxury of the haughty 
Roman The Account of this Matter is given 
us by Cicero a, who likewiſe quotes an Author 
for it, that had been very careful in writing a 
particular Hiſtory of Hannibal's Affairs; and 
the Account is this: Hannibal, when he had 
taken Saguntum, found himſelf one Night in 
his Sleep ſummon'd, as he thought, by Fu- 
c iter to attend a Council held by the Gods; 
« where being come, Jupiter commanded him, 
* that he ſhould forthwith carry the War into 
« Italy; and one of the Council being aflign'd 


him as a Guide or Leader in that Affair, and 


„he making uſe of him as ſuch, thought he 


had already put his whole Army in Motion; 
upon which his Leader charg'd him not to | 
“ look behind him; but this having rais'd his 


« Curiotity, he could not long forbear caſting 
« an Eye backward : When lo! a Beaſt of a 


« monſtrous Size, fierce, environ'd with Ser- 
© pents, and throwing down Houſes, Trees, and 


« whatever came in its Way : This wonderful 


“Sight induced him, as he thought, to ask 


„of the God, what might be the Meaning 


„of ſuch a Monſter; and that God anſwer'd 
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«. him. Twas to ſignify the Havock and Cala- 
« mity that would befall Tay; and bad him 


s proceed forthwith, and to take no Care about 
„ what might happen behind him.” This 


Dream or Viſion, Madam, ſoon unriddles that 
eſolution of Hanmbal's paſſing over the Alps, 
and his furmounting fo many Difficulties 5 Dif- 
fculties, ſo aſtoniſhing, that we are in ſome Sort 
of Pain for the Hiſtorians, when they relate 
the Facts —— But fo it was (as the Poet ſings). 
after this Viſion : | 


Conqueſi with Laurel did bis Arms adorn, 
Aud Rome in Tears of Blood his Anger mourn. 


Twas about ſix Years after the Death of Hanni- 5 
bal, and near two hundred before Chriſt. that 
the Temple at Feruſalem had like to have been 


plunder'd of an immenſe Treaſure; but the Al- 


mighty prevented it by an extraordinary Appa- 


vition, which he appointed for that Purpoſe. 


We have the Hiſtory in the ſccond Book of 
the Maccabees, The Apparition, is expreſſed un- 
der the Reſemblance of a Horſe, a Rider, and 
two other young Men yet *tis plainly faid af- 


- | » terwards, that the Almighty Lord appeared. 
Theſe Things were frequent under the Zewiſh 


Diſpenſation ; and when we conſider St. Paul's 
Converſion ; the Appearance to Ananias, and 


 tuch other Occurrences in the New Teſtament, 
we ſhall find the ſame Things done under the 


Chriſtian Diſpenfation likewiſe. That Dreams 
and F3/ons, were very common in the Heathen 
Gros ÿl⅜k * 
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World, as well as amongſt the Jeter, we find 
evident from the Accounts given in the Time of 


their Captivity : For 'tis not only ſaid of Da. 
niela, That be had Underſlanding in all Viſions 


aud Dreams; but allo that the King of Babylon 
found him and his Companions ten Times better 
than all the Magicians and Aſtrologers that 


were in all his Realm, Had Daniel, Madam, 


lived in the Days of Hannabal. and convers'd 
with him. as he did with King Nebuchadne=zar, 
he would have improved Hannibal's Thoughts 
upon his Vin by giving him right Notions of 
God's Providence; and there would not, in all 
Probability, have been fo much Time ſpent, in 
convincing the one, that the moſt High ruleth 
in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whom- 
ſeter he will , as there was ſpent in con- 


vincing the other; for Nebuchadnezzar was 


tirſt ſent to graze with the Beaſts, till his Hairs 


were grown like Eagles Feathers, and his Nails 


| he Eirds Clues ;, and after that, be bleſs'd the 
mo! High; confeſſing, that all the Inhabitants 


of the Earth are reputed as nothing; and that 


he duth according to his Will in the ARMY of 
HEAVEN, and among the Inhabitants of the 
Farth, Cicero ſiys ©, 'twas upon Record in 
their own Annals, when the Roman Army was 


preſs'd hard by the Samnites, and P. Decius, 
one of the Tribunes was advis'd not to expoſe 
himſelf in the Manner he did, that he return'd 
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for Anſwer, © He had already in his Dream 
« ſeen himſelf in tho hotteſt Part of the Action, 


but yet puthing the Enemy with great 


Slaughter, and gaining immortal Honour; and 
« the Event was anſwerable. Socrates, was 
able to tell his Friend Crito with great Aſſurance, 
that after three Days he ſhould die; which 


accordigly fell out; and he let his Friend far- 


ther know, that ſuch Fore-knowledge was gi- 
ven him in his Sleep, under the Reſemblance 


of a very beautiful Woman. Socrates was then 


confin'd, waiting the Will and Pleaſure of his 
Enemies: Heaven thought fit to ſoften his Paſ- 


ſage, and that the Terrors of Death ſhould be 


leſſen d by ſuch a Reſemblance. Sophocles, 
whom Cicero calls a dine Poet a, ſaw that ſa- 
crilegious Villain in his Sleep, who had ſto- 


len one of the golden Veſſels out of a Temple; 


Sophocles for ſome Time took no Notice of the 


Dream till, being frequently admoniſh'd in that 
Manner, he went up to the Ariopagus, and gave 
public Notice of the Matter: Upon which, the 


Ariopagites order'd the Perſon to be apprehend- 


ed, who, being interrogated, confeſs'd the Crime, 
and reſtor'd the Veſſel. The Roman Orator in 
the Perſon of his Brother Quinctus takes Notice 
| dof two very remarkable Dreams; ſo well 
known, and the Relators, Men of ſuch Autho- 
tity, that he queſtions, if there be any one, 


that can poſſibly object to the Truth of them. 
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The firſt is, of one Simonides, who having bu- 


ricd a Sranger that he ſaw expos'd and watt 


that common Piece of Humanity; and he af- 
terwards preparing to go on board a Ship, was 
forewarn'd by one who reſembled the Perſon 
he had buried, that he ſhould give over his in- 


tended Voyage, or that otherwiſe he would be 


Ship-wreckd and Joſe his Life: Accordingly 


he turn'd back; and the Reſt that ſet ſail, all 
perith'd at Sea. The other, is, of two Arc adi 


an Friends travelling together, who when they 
came to a Place called Megara, the one lodg'd 
at an Inn; the other at a Friend's Houſe; the 
latter, at the dead Time of the Night, thought 
he ſaw the other in his Sleep entreating him, 
that he would come to his Aſſiſtance; r the 

Inn-Keeper was going to murder him: The 
Dream ſtruck ſuch a Terror, that he forthwith 


got up; but after he had a-while recollected 
himſelf "and thought there was nothing of Re- 
allty 1 in what he had ſeen, he laid himſelf down 


again; and falling aſleep, he was ſoon 1mpor- 
tur d by the ſame Perſon, that, ſince he did not 


help him when alive, he would not fail to ſee 
Juſtice done, now he was dead; and for that 


Purpoſe, let him know, that the Inn-Keeper 
had thrown his Body into a Cart, and covered 
it with Dung; but requeſted, that he would be 
early at the Gate, before the Cart was gone out 


of Town ; the Dream then made ſuch an Im- 
preſſion, that meeting with the Carter next 


Morning at the Gate, and putting the Queſtion 


= home to him, what he might have in his ol == 
the 


Cy wv 
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the Fellow was ſo confounded, that he imme- 


diately took to his Heels; the Corpſe was drag- 
ed out; and the Inn-Keeper had the Punith- 
ment he deſerv'd. The Remark that Cicero 
makes, Madam, is this — hat can poſſibly 
have more of Heaven in it, than this Dream e 


But why need we multiply Inſtances of this Na- 


ture (lays he) or look back ſo far for them? 


Ton and I (Brother) have often talk'd of 
thoſe two remarkable Dreams, which we have 
bad ourſelves; and the Event prov'd both of 
them to have been of an extraordinary Nature. 
Cicero there gives the Particulars too long to 


be inſerted. He readily grants, that Dreams 


are, many of them falſe, and, perhaps, o5ſcure 8 
But then 'tis no good Objection, he ſays, becauſe 
ſome Dreams are foie, that therefore none are 

emark he makes afterwards, 


particular Notice of {ome Gentlemen , who 
are ſo apt to make themſelves merry with 
their own idle Dreams and thoſe of others, 
when in Reality they diſqualify themſelves, 
and are not capable of dreaming otherwiſe. 


| Orr Dreams would much of tner prove true, ſays 
| Cicero, if we took Care to go to Bed ſober- 


Whereas, when our Stomachs are over-charg'd 


with eating and drinking, whatever Things then 
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preſent themſelves, are ſeen in a confus'd and 
| diſorder d Manner *. And Cicero there ſhews 
from Plato, that Socrates was of the ſame Opi- 
nion, and gives us likewiſe a Philoſophical Ac- 
count of it from the fame Author; which 1 thall 
not trouble you with at preſent. I rather chuſe 


to obſerve, how Cicero retines upon thoſe antient 


Philoſophers, and treats the Subject in Hand, 
after ſuch a Manner, that few Chriſtians will 
be found to have done it better. When the 


* Soul, ſays he, in our Sleep has once withdrawn 


ce 1tſelf from its troubleſome Companion the 


Body, it then calls to Mind Things that are | 


« paſt, takes a View of Things preſent, and 


« ſees Things afar off, that are to come: For 


as to the Body, when a Perſon is aſleep, he 
lies as if he were dead: Whereas, the Soul is 
„then lively and ſtrong; and will be much 
more fo after Death, when it has totally got 
rid of the Body: And therefore as the Diſſo- 


“ lution draws nearer, its Operations are pro- 


6 portionably more divine and powerful. This 
is plainly perceiv'd in any grievous and 
t deadly Diſeaſe. Such Perſons have common- 


ly Repreſentations made to them of thoſe that 


are dead; they are then chiefly concern'd 


a Quæ quidem ſomnia multo plura evenirent, fi ad 
quietem integri iremus: Nunc onuſti cibo & vino perturba- 
ta & contuſa cernimus. #6. 


« than 


for a good Name; and are moſt penitent for | 
their Offences, if they have liv'd otherwiſe, 
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« than became 'em. But, that dying Perſons 
« do divine, or tell of Things to come, is 


evident from the Inſtance, given us by Po- 


* ſ/idonius, of one Rhodius, who, when a dy- 
„ing, nam'd (ix Perſons who were wach of 
„the ſame Age, and declar'd, which ot 'em 
4 would die firft, ſecond and ſo on.“ *Tis 
very plain from Cicero, there were a Sort of 
People in his Time, that gave no Credit to 
theſe Things; which makes him ſay —— 1 

may ſcem to tell diſmal Stories and idla Tales 
But I have heard you (Brother) tell ſymetbing © 
1pon the preſent Subject, that was plain Matter 


of Fact, and had nothing of Fittion in it; which 


was, that C. Coponins, a Man eminent for his 


Prudence and Learning, who commanded the 
Fleet at Rhodes, coming to you from Dyrrba- 


chium (in Sicily) ſaid, that a Waterman belong- | 
ing to one of the Rhodian Five-Oar Galleys 


had forctold, that G#eece within leſs than thirty 
Days would be wafhed in Blood; that Dyrrba- 


chium would be plunder'd ; Men making their 
Eſcape by Sea, and leaving the Town behind 
them all in Flames; but that the Rhodian Fleet 
would ſoon have it in their Power to return 
Home: You yourſelf could not help being 
« concern'd at that Time, and Marcus Varro, 
« and M. Cato, who were then preſent, were 
&« under a very great Conſternation : And truly, 
* a few Days after, Labienus came, one of 
« thoſe that had been put to Flight at the Bat- 
" tle of Pharſalia 5 2 all the Reſt of the 
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the Prophecy was fuifill'd in a little T ime. * 
Calphurnias Dream, Madam, that firſt ſurpriz d 
vou, 1a reading Shakeſpear, and ſince occaſiond 
all the Trouble I am now giving you, has 
very good Authority to ſupport the Truth of it, 
as you rightly conjecturd when we firſt talk'd 
of it. Valerius Maximus, who writ about the 
Beginning of Tiberius's Reign, gives this Ac- 
count of Calphurnia, which he introduces thus: 
* The Night before the Battle at Philippi, 
(when the two Armies were drawn up ready 
to engage; Octfavius and Anthony on the one 
Hand, and Prutus and Caſjrus on the other) 


EE. 
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« ceivd a Command in his Dream, under the 


« Repreſentation of Minerva, that be ſhould ad- 


* viſe Octavius not to ſtay in hi Tent, theugb 
be was at that Time very il, but rather to * 
Cc 
* Battle, Auguſtus comply d with the Admo- 
« nition given him by bis Phyſician, being car- 
dried cu in a Litter; and whilſt be Was in- 


« cent npon V ittory IEA than his Strength 


« would allow of, Brutus fore 'd his Camp, and 


« his Soldiers entring O&avins's Tent, puſh a. 


« their Swords thro' the Bed where they thought 
* he lay: And bow cen we aſcribe this De- 
& liverance (lays Valerius) to any Thing elſe, 
& but to a divine Providence? There was 4 
late Tnſlance. that made Octavius the more 
. inclin'd to hearken to Artorius's Dream; 


—_— 
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Artor us, who was Oftavius's Phyſician, re- 


carried out the next Day into the Field of 


« and 
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and that was Calphurnia's Dream relating 
« co Julius Cæſar, % had adopted Octa- 
& yius. Octavius had beard, that Calphur- 


2 nia bad ſeen her Huſband, te Nigi:t before 


% be died, in her Sleep, ſtabbd in many Places, 
and lying in ber Boſom:, upon which, jhe was 
very importunate with him thut be would 


not go to the Senate- Hauſe the next Day; but 


thinking that he ſhould be reflected on. fir 
minding a Woman's Dream, he was reſolv'd 


* ro go, and ſo ws mutder'd a. Suetonins, 


Madam, who livd in Trjau's Time, and wr.r 
the Lives of the twelve Ceſars, takes Notice of 


ſeveral Prodigies pointing out the Death of Ju- 
lius Cafar, and appzals to the Authority of an 


intimate Friend of Cæſur's concerning fuch Mat- 


ters. He fays of Ceſur himſelf, © That the 


Night before he was kill'd, he fezm'd in his 


« Sleep to be ſometimes flying above the Clouds; 
« at other Times to be ſhaking Hands with Ju- 
* piter himſelf : That his Wife Calphurniz 
thought, ſhe ſaw the Cupola of the Houſe 
** tumbling, and her Huſband ſtabb'd in her 


Lap; and on a ſudden the Chamber Doors flew 


** open of their own Accord: But Cæſar ſcorn'd 
to regard theſe Things, and in a ſcoffing Way 
* upbraided Spurina, that the Ides of March 
were come, but yet no Harm: To which he 
* reply'd, with a low Voice, that they were 

come indeed, but not paſt, Plutarch, Ma- 
dam, who was cotemporary with Suetonius, tells 
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us, that Calphurnia was the Diughter of Piſo (a 
noble Family in Rome ) and that Ceſar upon his 
Marriage, made Piſo Conſul for the Year fol- 
lowing; upon which, Cato proteſted, exclaini'd, 
and grew very Noiſy; that it was a Thing not 
to be endur'd, that the Government ſhould 
be ſo P'roſtituted; or thit Marriage ſhould have 
ſuch Influence that 4% Promotions in the Com- 
mon- Wealth ſhould be made ſubject to a Female 


Adminiſtration. And yet you fee, Madam, 
what little Power Calphurn'a had over her 


Husband, when even his own Life was at Stake; 
notwitnitanding the Clamour of that Malecon- 
tent; and fare, it had been much better for 
Ceſar, ſuppoſing 
of Government, when he firſt married (as Cato 


oObjected) not to have taken them wholly out 
of her Hands again, but to have made a uſt 
Compliment of ſome Part of it, for his awn Ad- 
rantage, and not ſtubbornly to have decreed. 


her Fudement to be fo much inferior to his 
own. Beſides, ſhe deſerv'd much better at his 


Hands, than his former Wife Pompeia. Plu- 


tarch likewiſe takes Notice of many more Pro- 
digics relating to Ceſar's Death, than is done 
oy Smuetonius, and quotes Strabo as to ſome 
Particulars; among other Things of this Na- 


ture mention'd by Plutarch, tis obſervable, that 


Ceſar, the Nigut before, doing Marcus Lepi- 


ds the Honour of Supping with him, and 
ſome Diſcourſe happening to ariſe, what Kind of 
Death was molt eligible, he immediately cry'd 
out, before any other, A ſudden Death; tho" he 


Was 


he did part with the Reins 
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was buſying himſelf in ſigning Letters at the 


Came Time. Plutarch lets us know farther, 
that the Arguments which Calpburnia uſed, and 
the Manner in which ſhe exprefſed herfelf, 
did very much affect Ceſar; eſpecially, when 
he recollected, that he had never before obſcrv'd 
her to be ſuperſtitiouſly mclin'd 5 whereas ſhe 


was now impatient and affected in an extra- 


ordinary Manner; and had it not been for the 
vile Suggeſtions of Decius Brutus Albinus, 
thoſe Arguments had undoubtedly prevail'd : 


Calpburnia had ſaved her Husband, and Rome 


their Dictator. *Tis the ſame Author, Madam, 
that gives an Account of the Apparition to Bru- 


tus, Plutarch informs us, that Brutus was na- 


turally very Watchful, and by Exerciſe and 
Temperance had habitually accuſtom'd him- 


ſelf to ſleep very little; and his Cuſtom was to 
ſleep a- while after Supper, and then to devote 
the Reſt of the Night to his weighty Affairs; 


and after that, if he had any Time to ſpare, he 
uſed to ſpend it in reading ſome Book or other, 


till the third Watch; which was the Time, the 


Commanding Officers uſed to come to him: 


Brutus then, at th dead Time of the Night, 


when there was a profound Silence through 
the whole Army, being full of Thought and 
projecting with himſelt, as well about tranſport- 


ing the Forces out of Aſia, as other important 


Matters, and having but a dim Light in his 
Tent, perceiv'd ſome Body, as he thought, 


coming into his Room: And turning his Eyes 


towards the Door, he ſaw a Perſon of an 458 
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uſual Size, grim and terrible in his Afpe&, 


ſtanding near him, but not ſpeaking a Word: 


Upon which Brutus taking Courage, ſaid, Art 
ton Fleſh and Blood, or art thou from amongſt 
the God? What would'ft thon habe? And 


wherefore comeſt thou hither £ The Apperition 
with a hollow Voice ſaid, I am thy evil Genius, 


Brutus: But thor: ſhalt ſee me at Ph.lippi. Bru- 
tus, without any Concern, replyed, PII ſee thee, 


There was accordingly the ſame Appearance at 


Philippi, but it ſaid nothing, and forthwith 


vaniſned. Prutrus told Caſſius of this Appearance, 


the frft Time it happened: They had been of- 
ten uſed to diſpute about ſuch Matters; and 


Caſjimns, being fond of Epicurus's Notions, en- 


deavourcd to argue Brutus into a Disbelief of 


the Apparition : But Brutus found it true to the 


laſt. The fame Hiſtorian, where he is running the 
| Parallel between Dion and Brutus, ſays : * But 
that which is moſt of all to be wonder'd at 
“ in thoſe two Men, is, that a frightful ill-na- 


et 


his right Senſes ever ſaw a Phantom or an 


an ill Habit of Body and a diſtemper'd Brain, 
* have ſuch idle incoherent Fancies come into 
their Heads, ſuperſtitiouſly believing that they 

are haunted by ſome evil Spirit: But if Dion 


(0 
cc 


cc 


co | jud Le 


tured Demon viſibly appear'd to bo h, and 
_ © allo appriz'd Both of their Dzaths. * Tis in- 
e deed the common Way of talking, among 
© ſuch as deny theſe Things, that no Man in 


Appearance of any Sort ; but that only Chil- 
dren and filly Women, or elſe Men who have 


and Brutus, who were Philoſophers ; grave 
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« judicious Men; no Ways credulous, or haſ- 
« tily giving into any Opinion, were ſo far af- 
« fected with an Apparition, as to acquaint 
« their Friends with it, I don't fee how we can 


well avoid admitting again the exploded O- 


« pinion of the Antients; that wicked delud.ng 
« Spirits, envying good Men, oppoſe all that 
« they do; injecting Fears and railing Diſturb- 
« ances in their Breaſts, that they may ſhake 


« and undermine their Virtue ; leſt by a ſtead 


and fincere Practice thereof, they thould ob- 


c tain a better Condition after Death than them- 
« ſelves. Plutarch, you fee, Madam, was no 


| Sceptick, as to the other World; and the old 
_ exploded Opinion he talks of, is certainly a good 


Chriſtian Doctrine now: But then, you eafily | 
perceive, that the Do@rne 1s not rightly apply'd, 
in Regard to Apparitions, Pliny, the Younger, 


that great Mæcenas of his Time, and as able a 


Stareſman under the Emperor Trajan, had this 


Affair of Apparitions very much at Heart; and, 


when he had Time to ſpare, would conſult his 
more judicious Friends about it. There's a2 
whole Letter of his à to his Friend Sura upon 
this very Subject; which T11 venture to tran- 
ſlate, as well as I can : But very often 'tis not 
ealy to put Pliny in an Engliſh b 

* preſent Receſs (ſays he) from Buſineſs gives 
* me the Opportunity of learning, and you of 


5 * mnforming me, upon the following Subject I 


* 
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* have a great Deſire to have your Opinion 2. 
bout Apparitions , whether there really be 


cc 
ke 


«< whether ſome divine Power is concern'd in 


it; or whether it be all a vain Chimæra, and 


E ſuch Repreſentations owing to our Fears only: 
cc 


«c 


believe fuch Things, is that which I hear 
* a Perſon low and obſcure in the World, wait- 
ing upon the Ouæſtor in Africa, and one Day 
towards the Evening ſtalking about and mu- 
ling in the Piazza, there appeared to him 


cc 
cc 
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the Life, and as much exceeding in Beauty: 
told him that ſhe was an African, come to 


Rome, there have Honours conferred on him*; 


and after that would return into the ſame 


Province, veſted with the higheſt Authority, 
and there die. Now all theſe Things came 
to paſs accordingly : Nay, moreover, when 


La 
G5 


* diſembarking, *tis ſaid, there was the very 
„ ſame Appearance on the Sea-Shore, as he 
„ had ſeen before. When Sickneſs at length 


had ſeized him, and he gueſſing what would 


follow from what was already paſt ; vis. the 


* 


— 


z Tacitus relates the Story more particularly. « of 
a do 0 


ſuch Things; whether they have their pe- 
culiar Forms or Shapes allotted them; and 


For my own Parr, what chiefly inclines meto | 


happened to Curtius Rufus. When he was | | 


one, in the Shape of a Woman, bigger than | 
He being very much ſhocked at the Sight, the 


tell him his Fortune; that he would go to | 


he arrived at Carthage, and whilſt he was 


« dark and gloomy Part of Life, after a Scene 


of Proſperity ; 
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tis certain, he did not enter- 
tain the leaſt Hopes of Recovery himſelf, 
whil't not one of his Friends could fee any 
Reaſon to defpair of ir. Another Incident, 


rather more terrible than the former, ard 
* every whit as aſtoniſhing, il give you an 


Account of, juſt as 1 Teccived it myſelf. 
There was at Athens a large ſpacious Houſe ; 


but it had got an ill Name of being bowed, 
and no Body was able to live in it: About | 


Midnight there was a Noiſe; and, if you 
was very attentive you might fancy the rat- 


ling of Chains one againſt "another. and per- 


ceive ſuch _ to hold longer, cvery Iime 


it was repeated: Soon after this appeared 


the Reſemblance of a Meagre. ill-favoured 
old Man with a long Beard, a frightful Head 


of Hair, his Legs fettered and his Hands 


chained; and theſe he ſhook and rattled to- 
gether : This ſo terrified the Domeſticks, 
that they paſſed their Nights in a very ſad, 

diſmal Manner; want of Sleep threw them 
into Diſtempers, and, their Fears encrealing, 


often ended in Death: For even in the Day» 
time, though the Spefire was gone, 


their 
Imagination was as ſtrongly affected, as if 
'twas really before their Eyes; ſo that the 
Fears of the Specfre, when preſent, occaſi- 


oned Fears of a longer Continuance, whilſt 


abſent : Upon this, the Houſe was quitted, 
and left to the hideous Monſter to range 


about in alone : However, a Bill was put up 


it any one ſhould be incli- 


upon the Door, | 
L -@ * ned 
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ned either to purchaſe or to hire it, ignorant 
of ſo great an inconvenience attending it. 
There happened ſeon after to come to ben 
a Philoſoper called Achenodorus, who read- 
ing the Bill that was put up; and the low 
Pr ce it which it was fet, railing a Sufpici- 


+ on, and puting him upon making 4 Ether 


Enquiry, he was foon let into the Rok Ye. 


cret; but nevertheleſs, nay, rather, upon that 
very Account. he reſolves to rent it. Accord- 


ingly, when the Ex ening drew near, he or- 
ders his Bed tu be made in the firſt Apart- 
meut fort ard, and calls for his Candle, Pen, 


* Ink, an] Paper ; and having diſmiſſed all his 
Famiiy to their ſcveral Apartment s backwards, 
- at a Diſtance from him, he ſets himſelf to 
- writing ; his! Jand, Evcs : nd Drain being all 
em ployed at once x that ſo his Soul might 


have no Time allowed it, either for 1 imagining 


- the Things he nad hes rd reported, or for 


ſoggeſting any idle Fears. The Frft Part of 


the Night, all was huſh and quiet, as uſual; 


afterwards the Iron began to be ſhook, and 
the Chains to ſtir: Athenodorns neither 
looks up, nor lays A his Pcn, but takes 
freln Courage, and reſolves to fhut his Ears: 
Then the Noiſe began to increaſe, and ſome- 
thing was heard to come forwards, as if it 
was "fometimes at the Door, at other Times 


 within-fide : Then e a looks back, 


ſees and perceives the Apparition to be juſt 
the ſame, as it had been deſeribed to him: 
It ſtood and beckened with a Finger, as one 

does 
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does in calling another to him: Arhens- 
dorns, on the ee let him know, by the 
lotion cf his and, that he fhould wait a 
little; and then fails to writing again: Upon 
which the Appaition rattied his Chains 
about the others Eirs, as he was writing: 
Athennagrus looks back gain, and fees the 


Apparition beckoning as before upon which, 
imm. -diately he takes up lis Cant ale, ind fol- 


lows it. It went on very llowly, as 1f its 
Chains had been Burthenſome: After it had 
turn'd aſide into a Court-Yird belonging to 
the Houſe, it ſoon vanithes, leaving Its 
Companion Ic henodorus; who being 'thus 


left alone, gets fome Graſs and Leafes, and 


lays them in a Heap, to mark the Place of 
their parting. The next Day he gocs to the 
Magittrates, and adviſes them to give Or- 
ders, to have the Place ſcarch'd: Upon dig- 
ing; Bones are found link d together, bare 
and corroded by the Chains, aber Time and 
Mother Earth had corrupted the Fleth : The 
Bones being laid together, have pablick Bu- 
rial given them: After the Funeril Rites 


were over, the Houſe was no longer haunted. 


And thoſe, who aflirm this Matter to be true, 
are Perſons that I give Credit to. One Thing 
more, I am able to aver the Truth of my— 


ſelf: 1 have a Domeſtick, called Mark, no 


illiterate Fellow; who has a younger Bro- 


ther that lies 1n the ſame Bed with hun : He 


one Night thought he ſaw a Perſon litting 


up in his Bed, clapping a Pair of Sciitors to 
L 2 ** his 
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his Head, and cutting the Hair off from the 
very Crown: When? twas Day-light, he found 
th- Crown of his Head thav'd, and the Hrs 
lying about upon the Bed. Some little Time 
after thit, another Thing happend of the 
like Nature, which ſerves to contirm the for— 
mer. One of the Boys being afleep, with 
miny more in the Lod zing-room belong- 
ing to Servants, two Perſons in white 


. e, ſcem d to come through the Window, 


and to clip off his Hair, as he lay in Bed; 


and after this, went back again the ſame 


Way they came in; When Day appaard, 


this Boy's Head was likewiſe found to be 


ſhav'd, and the Locks of Hair ſcatter d about. 


Nothing remarkable follow'd, unleſs, it may | 
be that I was not ar raigu'd at the Bar; as 1 


ſhould have been, if Domit ian had lud 4 


little longer, under whoſe Reign theſe Things 


happen d: For one Carrs having turn'd an In- 


former againſt me, the Libel was found in 
 Domitian's Desk: Pom which Event, there's 


Room for Conjecture, that, as 'tis the Cuſtom 
for Defendants to let their Hair grow long, 
ſo the cutting off the Hair from my two 
Servants mizht fignify, that the Danger which 
threatned their Maſter would foon be over, 


beg of you then, to exert yourſelf, and 
ſhew th2 Learning you are Maſter of, upon 


this Occaſion : "Tis a Subject, that deſerves 
to be ſeriouſly and thoroughly conſider'd by 
you: Nor yet am I unworthy, to be made 


| wiſer by Four: d! fraſive . More— 
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oer, tho' you can argue, as you are uſed to 
« do, on either Side of the Queſtion; yet do it 


« {tr.nuoutly on one Side, leſt you live me 
in Suſpence; and when the very Reaton of 


CO 


« my conſulting you wis, that there might be 


«© no more doubting of the Matter. Farewel, ” 
You fee, Madam, with what an honeſt Sim- 
plicity this great Stateſman talks of Appari- 
tions, Tho' he makes a Compliment to Surg 
for farther Information, yet, you may obſerve, 
he is rather inſtructing than inquiring of his 


Friend at the fame Time. His own ſound 
judgment was ſufficiently well known through 


the whole Roman Empire, nor was there a 


greater Patron of Learning, or any one leſs a 


Stranger to it, than himſelf: But what makes 


him thine the moſt in the Chriſtian World, is, 
the handſome Apology he makes for the Chrif- 


tians, when he writes to his great Maſter Tra- 
jan: He lets him know, that the Chriſtians 
were a People, not addicted to any Sort of 

Wickedneſs, as far as he was able to diſco- 
ver; nor was any Thing done by them con- 
trary, to the Roman Laws: For, as to Adul- 
tery and other enormous Crimes of that Na- 
ture, they were Things which they utterly 
abominated — only, they caball'd, in 
getting together before Day-break, to ling 
their Hymns to a certain God called Chriſt.” 
The Chriſtians, you ſee, in the Beginning of 
the ſecond Century, extorted much the ſame 
Confeſſion from Pliny, as the great Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith did from Pilate, ¶ bat ol 
” „ ath 
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bath he done? 7 find no Fault in this Aa 
I am here remin led of putting an End to this 
long Letter, and of giving you ſhortly the Troy- 
ble of another concerning the Dream of Pilates 
Wife. But I am fenfible, I have not yet ac- 
quitted myſelf of the l romiſe I made you, oo 
ſay ſomerhing of Apparitions, well atteſted 


7 


oh Chriſtian Church. This often happen'd in 


the 2 of Chriſtianity, occaſion d chiefly by 
Heathen Powers triumphing in the Blood of its 


Profeſſors. A Martyrdom often produc'd an 


Apparit ion; and that as often work'd the Con- 


verſion of Thouſands. When a Saint had firſt 


bore its Teſiimony in the Flames, and after 
that return'd with a Commiſſion from the other 
World, 'twas then high Time for an [nti- 
del to renounce his Country Gods, and to look 


up to the Saviour of Mankind. I can aſſure 
you, Madam, *twas your Sex made that glori- 
_ ous Figure during thoſe hot Perſecutions; who 


wer? ofien diſtinguiſh? d from Heaven * their 
cruel Deaths; amd were made the Inſtruments 


of con veying new Life to thoſe, who had ta- 


ken away their own, Twas the great, the re- 
nown'd Potamiena, who was thus honour'd, 
after her Martyrdom, for the Good of Mankind, 


under the Emperor Severus; who was two 


Years in Gr-at-Britain, about the Beginning of 


the third Century, and i is faid to have died here 
of the Gout at ork. The Sufferings of Pora- 


nend, and her Appearance afterwards to Baſt- 
lidzs her Exec ationer, has no leſs Authority to 


ſupport i it, tizan that of Euſebirs, who was li- 


ving 
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ving about the latter End of the ſame Century; 


an Author, which I have had Occaſion to men- 


tion to you before: And it may be fately ſaid 
(as a late Prelate of our own expreſſes himſelf) 


that he is a Stranger to Erſebius, that knows 
him not to be as nice and curious in Examining 


the Credit of his Authorities, as any the moſt 


critical Authors whatſoever. Now, Euſebius 
ſays a, the Fact was much talk'd of by the In- 


hadbitants, where Potamiena liv'd, cven in his 


Time: She was in her Perſon very Beautiful; 
but yet more diſtinguith'd by her Chaſtity, in 


the many Repulſes which her hot Lovers met 
with; and a thouſand Hardſhips ſhe underwent 


for her Faith in Chriſt: After ſhe had ſuffer'd 


the moſt exquiſite Torments ( frightful even to 
relate them) the was at laſt Burnt with her Mo- 
ther Marcella, When Potamiena was led to the 
Place of Execution, by Baſilides the proper 
Officer, and the Mob teazing and reviling with 


their filthy, obſcene Expreſſions; Baſilides puſh'd 


them off, and thew'd a great deal of Pity and 


Humanity to her. Potamiena taking kindly the 


_ Concern, that Baflides had ſhewn for her, 
bade him take Courage; aſſuring him, that af- 


ter her Death ſhe would petition her Lord and 
Saviour in his Behalf, and that he ſhould 


ſhortly be Rewarded for what he had done for 
her. Accordingly, ſoon after her Death, Baſi- 
lides being call'd upon, on ſome Account or 


LO II 


W Od. 


— 


2 Hiſt, Fccl. L. 6. C. 5. | 
f other, 


{ Go ] 
other, to take an Oath, he averr'd, that *twas by 
no Means lawful for him to take it; for he was 
a Chriſtian, and as fuch he then declar'd him- 
felf. Thoſe who ſtmmon'd Lim thought at firſt, 
that he had been in Jcſt; bur having perſiſted 
in it, he was carried before the Magiſtrate; and 
there acknowledging the Charge f being a 
Chriſtian, he was immediately laid in Irons. 
Some godly Brethren coming to him, and en- 
quiring what might occaſion ſuch a fudden and 
unexpected Change of Mind, he is ſaid to have 
reply'd, That Potamiena, three Days after 
her Martyrdom, ſtood by him at Night, put- 
ting a Crown on his Head, and letting him 

know, that ſhe had ſupplicated the Lord in his 
Behalf; that her Requeſt was anſwered, and 
that in a litile Time he would be Happy. Ba- 


filides made a glorious Conteſſion of his Faith, | 


and had his Head ſever'd from his Body. And 
this occafion'd the Converſion of many more 
among the People at Alexandria, induc'd thereto 
by the Appearance of Poramiena in a Viſion to 
Baſilides. The Viſian that Alexander had ſoon 
after, directing him to leave Cappadocia, and to 
repair to Fernſalem, in order to be Biſhop of 
that Place, and the Brethren there having allo 
a Viſion to the ſame Purpoſe, is attefted by Eu- 
ſebius in as ſtrong a Manner, as we can deſire 
any Part of Hiſtory to be. I will give it you, 
as briefly as I can. This Alexander had ſig- 
naliz'd himſelf very much during the Perſecu- 
tionz and God in his good Providence had 
wouderfully protected him: Twas nov reveald 
— 3 Is: 


er 1 


to him in a Vn at Night, ſays Fuſebius, that 


he thould go to Feruſalem, and aſſiſt in the 
Biſlioprick then held by Narci//rs, who was a 
hundred and ſixteen 2 old: Ihe Brethren 
belonging to the Church at Jeriſelem had not 
only rhe like Revelation made to them; bur 
ſome of them, who were the moſt obſcrving, 
heard a diſtinct Voice, ſignifying that they 
mould go without the Ci ty, and there receive 


the Biſhop that God had appointed them. This 


they did with the common Approbation of the 
Biſkops belonging to the neighbouring Churchee, 
and having thus receiv'd Alexander, they oblig 4 


him to continue amongſt them; and upon the 


Death of Narciſſus, Arn herams fole Bi- 


ſhop of Fernſulem, as he was before Coadjutor 
in the fime Office, But, perhaps, the moſt re- 
markable Apparition, that God appointed, during 


the ſeveral Perſecutions, was that which Gre- 
gory Biſhop of Neo-Ceſarea had in the third 
Century, upon his taking on him that welgaty 


Office. I thall not venture to give you the Ac- 
count itſelf, Madam, without premiſing ſome 


few Things; as well to introduce, as to cſtabJiſh 
the Truth of ſo great an Event, that happen'd 


in the Primitive Church;  Grego! s Parents 


were Heathens; but he having ſtudied at Alex- 
andria, Athens, and other Places, came ar laſt 
to Ceſarea, where he went through a Courſe of 
all the polite Parts of Learning under his great 
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Maſter Origen, with whom he lived about five 
Years ; and during that Time was throughly 1 in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion a: After thus, Gregory s whole Life was 
one continued Scene of IWenders, which God 
enabled him to work in Confirmation of the Doc- 
trine he profeſſed; and for that Reaſon, he has 
been diſtinguiſhed all along in the Chriſtian 
Church by the Names of Theodorus and Tbauma- 
turgus. St. Baſil, , who lived about the Middle of 
che next Century, ſpeaks thus of St. Gregory b: 

Wen we conlider Gregory the Great, and 
the Words which he ſpake; in what Claſs 


« (h Il we place him ? Shall we not rank him 
« with the Apoſtles and Prophets? a Man who 


« walked with the ſame Spirit as they did 


« who, without deviating, trod in the Steps of 


& thoſe Holy Men ; and whoſe Life was con- 
© formible to the ſtricteſt Rules of the Goſpel. 


Gregory, Biſhop of Mya, younger Brother of St. 


Faſil, is the Perſon that writes the Life of this 
great Man, Gregory Thaumaturgus; and (as 2 
late eminent Prelate of our own has obſerved) 
< the Bithop of Nyſſa was truly qualified for ſuch 
a Work, becauſe he was throughly acquainted 
with the Writings and Actions of St. Gregory. 
And now, Madam, I will venture to give you an 


Account of the : Apparition to St. , as 


Y Vid. Cave Hift. Lit. 
d In Lib. de Spiritu Santo, Cap. 29. 
: Bulli Defenſio Fidei Nicænæ, Sect. 2. __ 12. 
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"tis in his Life, written by the Biſhop Nyſſa a; 
I think myſelf the more obliged to os this Cuu- 


tion, becauſe we live in an Age, wherein we 


but ſeldom hear of ſach Things, from any Pri- 
mitive Writers, in our or Language; , or if we 
do, too many are apt ignorantly to cry out 
Popery, and then think, that's ſuflicient to con- 


fute the Writer; though the Meter related, 
may, perhaps, have been ſeveral hundred Years a 


before Popery was in being; and, conf. quently, 


ſuch Declaimers do unwarily arraign the very 
Religion which they profeſs. The Account then, 
without any more Ceremony, is this:“ When 


* Gregory Thaumaturgus had ſupplicated the 
* Almighty, that he might have a thorough 
® Knowledge given him of that Religion which 
% he was then going to preach ; and one Night 
* being very thoughtful about his Paſioral Of- 
e fice; what Method he ſhould take, in deli- 
by vering ſound Doctrine; as alſo what the ſeveral 


| © Points were then controverted concerning tle 


« bleſſed Trinity; he had thereupon a Revelati- 
on 8 to him from Heaven: Nor, indeed (ſays 
Biſhop Bull) > ought it to appear incredible to 
any one, that a Thing of this Nature ſhould hap- 
pen to a MAN, whoſe whole Life, as all Eccle- 


Faſtical Hiſtorians, who mention him ( and there 
| are ſcarce any, but do) unanimouſly agree, was 
remarkably famous, as well for Revelations as 


1K 


a Greg. Nyſſ. Opp. 3 Tom. 
> Vide ut ſupra. 


1 Miracles 


cy 
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Miracles done by him. The Revelation then, 
niade to St. Gregory, was in the Nlanner follow- 

1 „ There appeared to him, when awake, 


one reſembling an old Man ; 1a his Habit 
auguſt and nable F venerable and gracetul 


in his Perion, and of a plealing Aſpett : 5 all 
f[rviog to expreſs the Dignity and Excellency 


of the M . this, St. Gregory being 


aftomched 


a lo and fuomithve Voice leſſened the Sur— 
prize, and compoſed the Mind of St. Gregory, 


told him, tnat he appeared, by the Appoint- 


ment of the Almighty, on Account of thoſe 
Matters, about which he had been heſita- 


ting; that fo the Truth might be manifeſted 
to every pious Believer : This being ſaid, St. 
| Gregory took Courage, and look d at him with 
forme Sort of Pleaſure, but yet amazed at the 
' {ime Time: After this, the Apparition ftretch- 
ing out his Hand directly forwards, and, as it 
were, pointing out to ſomething that was on 
the other Side; and St. Gregory turning his 
Eves accordingly, perceived another Apparz- 
tion under the Reſemblance of a Woman; 

but ſeemingly ſuperior to any Mortal what- 


ever. St. Gregory being again aſtoniſhed, and 
looking downwards, was at a Loſs how to be- 


have ar ſuch a Sight, not being able to be- 
hold the .4pparition : And, what was farther | 


very furprizing in this Viſion, though *twas 
3 very dark Night, there was 4 Light ſhining 
: | ** round 


roſe frem his Bed; wanting to 
know wno 1t might be, and upon what Ac- 
count he came: Ihe other, having firſt with 
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round about thoſe who appeared, as if ſome 
great Torch had been burning. Being then 
unable to look on, he gave Attention to the 


Diſcourſe that paſſed between the Perſons ſo 


appearing, concerning what he wanted to 


know; by which Nieans, he was not only 


truly inſtructed in what related to his Faith, 
but knew moreover by Name thoſe who ap- 
peared to him; they addreſſing each other by 


a proper Appellation: For he is ſaid to have 


heard the Perſon, who appeared like a Woman, 
exhorting the other under the Name of Fob» 
the Evangeliſt, to make maniteſt the Myſtery 
of Godlineſs to one, who was yet a Novice 


therein; the other replying, that he was rea- 


dy to perform what was fo agreeable to the 


Mother of our Lord; and St. Fobn having 


made a ſuitable Diſcourſe to St. Gregory, 


drawn into a narrow Compaſs, they both % 


appeared, St. Gregory immediately commit- 
ted to writing the divine Inſtructions, that 

were given him: By theſe he regulated al! 
the Sermons he afterwards preached; and 
what he received from Heaven, he bequeathed 


as a Legacy to Poſterity; agreeable to which, 


the People of that Place (viz. Neo-Ceſarca ) 
are inſtructed to this very Day, and continue 
Proof againft all Heretical Pravity.” This lat- 


ter Part of the Account, Madam, was one Thing 


8 


Vide ut lapra. 


The 


1 86 ] 
The Hiſtory is given us (ſays he) by that great 
Man (meaning the Biſhop of Ny) in ſuch a 


Manner, that no Man of Fudgment can well 


doubt of it : For, he tells us, that the People of 


Neo-Cxſarea were inſtructed, to that very Day, 
in this Confeſſion of Faith that Gregory Thau- 
maturgus had received; and that they continu- 


ed free from all Manner of Hereſy, He that has 
4 Mind to be farther ſatisfied about this Mat- 
ter (ſays the Biſhop of Ny/ja)) let him hear the 


Church, where the Biſhop of Neo-Cæſarea 
preached, and where theſe Things, under his 


own bleſſed Hand-wyiting are ſtill preſerved, 


You ſee, the Very Hand-writing of T haumatur- 


gus it appealed to (ſays Biſhop Bull) and that 
the People 1. Neo-Cæſarea had religiouſy pre- 
/ 


| ſerved it ti 


the Time that the Biſhop of Nyſſa 


| rate his Life. This Confeſſion of Faith was |\ 


received in the Church, as derived from Thau- 


maturgus, in the Time of St. Baſil; and was ad- 


matted as ſuch by all the Fathers in the fifth 
General Council. Tis related by St. Auſtin, in 
his Epiſtle to Paulinus, de Cura pro Mortuis, 


&c. that Felix one of the Martyrs, when the 


City of Nola in Italy was hard preſſed by a rude 
No Hen Sort of People, appeared, not to one 


Perſon only, but to Numbers of the Citizens 
at once, being ſuch of the Inhabitants, for whom 
formerly Felix had a great Reſpect; And St. 
- Auſtin ſays, that he had unqueſtionable Autho- 
rity for what he ſo relates 2. The F7/ron that Con- 


——_— 


2 Non incertis rumoribus, led Teſtibus certis. 
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ſtantine had, though tis well known, and often 
talked of, yet I cannot paſs it over; conſidering 


'tis ſo well atteſted by Euſebius, who tells us, 
that he had the Account from Cenſtantine's 
own Mouth; Conſtantine appealing to Heaven 


for the Truth of what he was going to tell; and 


a little Time ſufficiently confirmed it. The 
Account given by Euſebins, 1s as follows : 


CC 


cc 
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About three of the Clock in the Afternoon, 


Conſtantine ſaid, that he ſaw, with his own 
Eyes, a Pillar of Light in the Heavens in 
the Faſhion of a Croſs, placed over the Sun, 


whereon was an Inſcription, (Euſehius does 


not ſay in what Language; but in the Greek, 
which is the Language Euſebius writes in, 


the Purport was) IN THIS OVERCOME. 
Conſtantine was much ſtartled, and ſo was the 
whole Army that beheld it. Conſtantine was 
in doubt for ſome time, as he told me, what 


might be the Meaning of this Appearance; 
and whilſt he was muſing and reaſoning with 
himſelf about ir, Night came on ; when our 


Lord appeared to him in a Dream with the 
Croſs in his Hand, charging him to make 2 


Standard, that ſhould reſemble what he had 
ſo ſeen in the Heavens, and to have it born 
before him, when he attacked his Enemies, 
as an Enſign of Victory and Safety. Conſtan- 
tine getting up early in the Morning, diſ- 
cloſed the whole Affair to his Friends: and 
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calling his Goldſmiths and Jewellers together, 
he firs down amongſt them, and deſcribes the 


and gave ſtrict Orders that the Figure ſhould 
and ſich Standard, Euſebius ſays, he has ſome- 


« times ſeen hunſelf, The Symbol, Madam, 
was thus, 


as tis deſcrib'd by Euſehius at large; and we 
oſten meet with it in the Reverſe of the Roman 
Coins; the X. and the P ſtruck through the 
former, being the two firſt Letters of Chriſt's 


Name in Greek, I do aſlure you, Madam, this 


Letter would foon ſwell into a large Volume, 


ſhould I purſue the Subject I am now upon; 


but I ſhall not proceed any farther, unleſs you 
are pleaſed to require more of this Nature ano- 
ther Time, Give me Leave to reflect a while up- 
on what has been faid already, and then to be- 
lieve it Time to take my Leave. In the laſt In- 
ftince but one, 'tis expreſly ſaid, that 'twas 


done by the Appointment of the Almighty : But 


I neither learn from the Biſhop of Ny the 
Relator, nor from any other Father of the P11- 
mitive Church, that it was the real Soul of the 
Virgin Mary, or of St. Fobn the Evangeliſt that 
appeared ;, and therefore am rather inclined to 


account for ſuch Appearances, in the Manner 


St, Auſtin has ſuppoled, and which, you wn 
. . _— pleaſe 


Form of the Thing he would have made, 


be expreſſed with Gold and precious Stones; 
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pleaſe to remember, I have already taken No- 


tice of: And fince we are aſſured, there are 


ſuch Numbers of miniſtring Spirits; why may 
we not ſuppoſe, that God in general may com- 
municate his Mind to Mankind in that Way, 
when the Methods of his Providence upon any 
extraordinary Occaſions ſhail ſo require it, ei- 
tler by Dream, Viſion, or ſuch external Ap- 
pearance ? JI remember St. Auſtin in another 
Place a, Reaſons after this Manner; but docs it 
with fingular Modeſty : Nor would I offer it 
otherwiſe to you. He there ſays, when com- 
menting upon that Paſlage in the Book of Gene- 
fis, of God's talzing with Man whom he had 
formed out of the Ground, That, if we are 
« to underſtand it literally, it ſhould f.em to 
« have been done by aſſuming a Human Shape d. 
« *Tis true, ſays he, this is not expretly laid 


% down in that Book: But that Circumſtance 


« of Speech; and moreover, Adam's being 


„ ſaid to have heard the Voice of the Lord 


walking in the cool of the Day, and to have 
* anſwered, I beard thy Voice and hid myſelf 
* from thy Face becauſe [ was naked, ſeem to 
« 1mply as much: Nor do ] fee, ſays St. Auſtin, 


how theſe Expreſſions can be taken in a li- 


* teral Senſe, without admitting a Human 
« Likeneſs. It cannot well be faid, that there 
* was a Voice only, and nothing elſe; becauſe 


Fe is ſaid to have walked ; and if walking, 


n 


2 Lib. 2. de Trin. C. 10. 
b In ſpecie Hominis videtur Deus cum Homine tunc locutus. 
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ee then le, in ſuch Manner as Adam might. 
„be oy to Lide himſelf. St. Auſtin is there 
* conſidering 4 Queſtion. put, concerning the 
r ITY 3 and lays, He made a'l Th. Inge by 
* 511 er; which Wor Db we-know, as a ſure 
Article of our Faith, to be his only Son. If 
« God the Father did ſpeak to the firſt Man A- 
lum; tall in the Garden; and the Sinner hid 
95 Himtelf from his Face; why may not He be 


* underſtood to have appeared to Abraham and 


* Moſes an! others, and in what Manner he 
mY 25 ited, vy a Creature ehangeable and viſible, 
mates? fit bred to bis Will and Pleaſure, though 
28 He pomp IF in bis Nature inviſible, and un- 
90 6 ee le [4 | | | | 
1 "th hinted, as you . at the Begin- 
ung of this Letter, that Angels, both oood 
and bid, do 1 onqueſtionably f forve the Purpoſes of 
an all-grife and intinite Being; that they do not 
only communicate by Dr: cans and Viſions, but 
are enabled to cloath theimſelves with ſome 
3 eg or Aerial Subſtance, an to aſſume 
the Liccncls of Perſons, that are departed, and 
12 7 to t:ielr eternal Reſt; tho' the Manner of 
be as much above the Reach: 8 of Man's Un- 
te flanding, as the Union of his own Boay 


and Soul -is : And, I hope, Madam, the Ac- 


* 


count | have given you from the Heathen and 
Chriſtian W. orld, ſupported by the beſt Autho- 
ritics in each, may have ſerv'd to make good 
what I then 3dvanc'd. But after all; will not 


ſome Perſons be apt to tell you, (1 know they 
will) 
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will) that this Letter may poſſible prove a 


pretty Amuſement; but that the Falls related 


are all owin? to the Depravation of the Hu- 
man Senſes ? I cafily imagine 932 Centl-m in, 
who often waits on you, and is very droit, in 


this Sort of Reaſoning, repreſeniing to you, that 


there is Abundance 7 4 * Hans, 22 In ſome Con- 
ſtitutions; Cloler very aduſt in others: ; | 
Fevers, an! 1 general Imvecillity, wi hether na— 


tural or accidental, in bs] Bodies; and tht 


this is t 12 Reiſon, thit Men and Women 11nig!ne 
many Things that are %; thit b-i1des, there 
is a great deal of Superſtition raoted in the 


Minds of moſt People, an! req ares lime and 


Pains to correct it by good Senic and Argument 
which otherwiſe is apt to draw us into the Be. 
lief of Things that are not ire However, he 
tells you, as "uſual, that one Thing is certainly 
to be laid down as true, VIZ. That nothing can 
appear to Men, that exc ceds or goes bey ond the 


| Powers of Nature. Roundly affirm'd! But, Ma- 


dim, when we come to talk of Nature ſeri- 
ouſly, we are as much puzzled about it (with 


that Gentleman's Leave) as we are about the 


Manner of good and bad Angels alſuming 22 
therial or Aerial Subſtances. And therefore if 
he believes, that there is One, who commands 
Nature; and that almoſt every 1 hing in Nature 
18 calculated more for our Admiration than 


_ Comprehenſion \, why ſhould it be any Objzaion, 
if he cannot comprehend ſuch a Way or Manner 


of the ſame infinite Being's communicating his 
Will to Manking : > We often act the Philoſopher 
N 2 in 


L921 
in talking of Gravity; and yet 'tis a Thing, we 
ſtil! tnd ſurpaſſes all the Pomers of meer Na— 
ture, and all the Mechanſm of Matter: No 
Fart of Matter can be the Cauſe of its own Gra- 
Uizy no more than it can be the Cauſe of 
the Gravity of another Body, Deſ-Cartes, who 
in the laſt Age was reckoned the great Maſter of 
a Mechanical Hypotheſis, does not ſuppoſe or 
admit of any ſpecifical Difference in Matter 3: 


Nor can any one well imagine otherwife, but 


thit all the Matter of the World is of one Kind, 
as to its Eſſence, Here then our Underſtand» 


ings are maiiiteſtly at a Loſs about Motion; 
and we then ſhew ourſelves to have moſt Rea- 


fon, when we have Recourſe to the Author of 


Nature; acknowledging, that this is a Power, 
which he has reſerved in his own Hands; 


Gravity being the main Engine whereby the U- 


niverſe is managed and ſupported, and is princi- 


pally concerned in the moſt remarkable Phe- 


nomie na of the natural World. Indeed, Ma- 


dam, there's hardly any Thing occurs in Na- 
titre, but ſerves to remind us of our Ignorance 


of Things here bel, and therefore how little 


qualißed to judge of Things above, One Drop 
of Water only, ny convince us, if we pleaſe: 


And (what the Gentleman, perhaps, may be 


itirtled at) It that Drop of Water be well con- 


tider'd;, the more he uſes his Senſe and Reaſon 


in the Matter, the more he will find his Under- 
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ſtanding foil'd; for the Microſcope, the more it 
enlarges the Sight, the greater Trouble it gives 
to the rational Faculties in accounting for the 
Diſcoveries that are made. The Microſcope, in- 
deed, tells us, or, rather our cipacious Souls 
know it to be true) that there are living Crea- 
tures in the Water many Millions of Times 


ſmaller in Bulk than a ſmall viſible Sand a. By 


an eaſy Calculation 'tis found, that there are 
not leſs than tꝛeenty ſeven Millions of ſuch Ani- 
mals to make the Bulk of one ſmall Grain of 
Sand: But then, when we come to rea'on upon 


this Matter, that has been fo artificially con- 


veyed to us; in what Confuſion are our poor 


Souls, upon the Concluſions that are to bz 


drawn, and the Aſſent that is to be given by 
us? Each of theſe little Creatures mult be al- 
low'd to have Organs or Inſtruments of ſome 


Kind or other fit to produce the Motion with 
which they are endow'd : Theſe 1 „ muſt 


be made up of Veins, Arteries or Veſſels, to 
convey Nouriſhment to them, and in Sinews or 
Strings by which they may ſtir and move: It 


muſt be farther granted, that the Water muſt 


find its Paſſage by theſe Veſſels, and conſe- 
quently the Particles of Water muſt be conſi- 


derable ſmaller than theſe Veſſels; and ſince the 


whole Animal itſelf is but ſcarcely viſible, we 
muſt farther conclude, that ſuch Veſſels muſt 
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be wholly inviſible, and much more, the Parts 
of Water that move in them: And upon the 
Whole, we have Reaſon to think, that as Nit- 
croſcopes will never help us fo far, as to diſ- 


cover and diſtinguiſh the Particles of which Wa. 


tcr docs conſiſt; fo that the Almighty, had he 
deſign'd us for ſuch curious Searches into the 
Works of his Hands, would have given 1s Senſes 
much more refin'd for that Purpoſe, 
he has heen pleas'd to allot us. Iam perſuaded, 
Madam, this Argument will have its due Weight 
with you, however it may fail with ober; 


being well aſſured that your Knowledge extends 


to Things, as well natural as divine; und it 
our Notions of Things material are thus mani- 


telt!) fo very imperfect, and the Phenomena in 


the Terreſtrial World are found not to lie 
level with our own ſcanty Reaſon, why are 


Things relating to the Cœleſtial World to be 


called in Queftion ? I will only obſerve, that the 
T.rcians of the preſent Age tike much the ſame 


Mi:thod as their Maſter did; who, in Oppoli- 


ti u to the molt renown'd Philoſophers q his 
Iime, could find no better Argument againſt 
Avparitions in general than this, vis. 1 don't 
believe them. Becauſe I only amongſt you all 
di never ſee 29 of them; and as for the Reſt, 
*twas put off with a 7e/t. But a Feſt without 


1 


an Argument, will do no great Miſchief : And 


{ach Gentlemen ſhould be often reminded of the 
I aterence, which the Reman Orator draws, where 
he is arguing about Things of this Nature, VIZ. 


Jam fiily apprized, ſays he, that theſe Matters 


may 


than what 


"I 
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may be had in Contempt, and made the Subject of 
Ridicul? and Euffoor'ry : But, then ſuch Per- 


ſons ought ro know, that the der) Reaſon ꝛe Hy 


they act ſo, is, becanſe they don't believe in any 


ſuperior Being, and conſequently make light of 


every thing that is communicated from the other 
IVorld , I have often wonder'd, how the Sad- 
lucees could deny the Being of Angels and 
Spirits, (as we read in the Goſpel they did) 
ſince Meſcs fo often makes mention of them, 


and of appearing to Mankind; I do therefore, for 


my own Part, take the Saddrcees to have been a 


complaiſant Sort of Atheiſts, who outwardly 
paid a Regard to ſome Parts of the Fewiſh Reli- 


gion on Account of the People, but no other- 


wife : And this is the Reaſon, that uin Mar- 
tyr, in his Dialogue with Trypio the Jem, does 


not reckon the Saddicces in the Number of 
the Jews, but reputed them as Hereticks, not 
allowing them any Plice in the Fereiſb Church. 


And Celfrs, who was a Sort of an Epicu- 


rean, copy'd exactly after the Sadducees 


(as may be ſeen in Origen, who there anſwers 


him) making a Jeſt of Angels and the Reſur- 


rection; and generally ot all thoſe Apparitions, 


which are mentioned both in the Old and New 


Teſtament. The true Reaton then, Madam, 


_ why we are at a Loſs in framing any Notion of 
Spirit, is, becaule our Souls are ſo immerſed in 


n 


* 


a ec poſe contemni, vel etiam rideri, præclare intel- 

lig: vel 1] intum eſt, Deos non putare : Quæ ab iis ſig- 

nificagtur, contemnere. Cic. Lib, 1. de Davin, 
Matter 
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Matter themſelves : But then, if the Difficulty 
of framing a Conception of a Thing, be any 
juſt Argument againſt the Exiffence of the 
Thing ufelf ; we mult foon queſtion the very 
Being of our own Souls; becauſe their being 
united with our Bodies, as | have hinted alrea— 
dy, is whit we can form no Notion of here; 


we muſt moreover queſtion, you ſee, what our 


Microſcope tells us is true in the material World, 
becauſe we cannot comprehend it; nay, if this 
Sort of Argument 1s to be allowed of, there will 
be nothing but Spirir, and no ſuch Thing as a 
Body left in the World: for Extenſion of Mat- 
ter has fo many Difficulties attending it, when 


we come to reaſon truly about it, that our De- 
finition of Body is lame and imperfect; and 
ehen we once talk of finite and infinite Divi- 
ſion, our Heads turn giddy; we run into Abſur- 
dities on either Side of the Queſtion, and no- 


thing is left us to exiſt, by ſuch Argument, but 
the very Being that reflects within us. There 
is then great Reaſon to atfirm, that ſuch who 
entertain a Diſbelief of Spirits, becauſe they 
cannot wderſtand, what immaterial Beings are, 
do unhappily entertain a Notion, that leads to 
all Manner of Irreligion and Prophanenels : 
For, when we have once baniſhed the Belief of 
incorporeal Beings out of the World by ſuch 
Sort of reaſoning; what is this, but carrying us 
on to the dethroning of the ſupreme Spirit or 
Father of all? Let ſuch then talk of their Be- 
lief in God; the Human Soul; Angels and 
Devils; and of the Holy Scriptures too, which 


declate 
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declare theſe Things to our Faith; yet if they 
will otherwiſe diſcard immaterial Beings, be- 
cauſe they cannot frame a Notion of them; they 
are only giving the great Creator an empty Naine, 
an inſignificant Attribute, and, in Reality, be- 
lieving and ſpeaking they kuow not what. I 
am pretty ſure, there are many, who are not 
ſuthciently aware of the fatal and pernicious 


Conſequences of this Sadducean Principle; who 


are apt to think, they may very ſafely deny the 


Exiſtence of Spirits, and yet that the Being of 
God is no Ways affected by ſuch a Denial; for 
God, they argue, might be without ſuch imma= 
terial Subſtances, as He was certainly before 


them: Nay, God, ſay they, had been God, 


| though he had not been a Creator. 'Thus the 
hardy De iſt, to avoid the Force of Revelation, 
finds himſelf obliged to propagate his Poiſon; 
but this muſt end in real Atheiſm: For thoſe 
that will not bluntly ſay, There is no God; 
when they argue in this Manner, do really 


eſtabliſh no other God, than what Fpicurus and 


his Followers did; and that I muſt ever think, 
amounts to real Atheiſm : But, if St. Paul is to 


be hearkened to; (and why ſhould the Deift re- 


| fuſe it?) the inviſible Things of him from the 


Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being un- 
derſtood by tbe Things that are made, even his 


eternal Power and Godhead, ſo that they are, or 


| C(rhar they may be) without Excuſe a. When 


— 
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we talk of a Spirit then, as Chriſtians, Ma@at 
we talk of it in Op >poſition to ſuc h Bodies 3s 


we ngw carry about us 5 in the Senſe, as our 


Saviour directs his Diſciples to underſiand it, 
when they ſuppoſed they had ſeen a Spirit x : 


Handle me ard ſee, for 4 SPIRIT bath not 


Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have. The 


Diſciples were not ignorant, how frequent Ap- | 
paritions were under the Fewiſh Diſpenſation; 


nor does our Saviour there give the leaſt inti- 
mation, that they were not to expect the Cone 


= tinuance of them under the Goſpel : But rather 
cCorrects the groſs Notions, which in a Fright 


they had conceived in that Matter: 4 Spirit 


bath not Fleſh and Bones; but yet it may have 
ſuch an Zi lerial or Aerial Vehicle, as may in 


other Reſpedts ſerve to repreſent a Perſon as con- 


vincingly to our Senſes, as 1f it had ſuch a real 

Body, to which our Souls are. here united, 
Thus much, I think, may fairly be concluded 

from our Saviour's Words ; and nothing more 


is deſired to be granted: F or, as to the Manner, 


how Spirits may be united to ſuch Vehicles, our 


| Notions about that, are nothing more intricate, 
perplext or ifficulr, than rheſe are, which the 
ableſt Philoſophers can give us either of their 
own Soul and Body, or of the Body in general, 


The honourable and renowned Mr. Robert + oyle, 


did unqueſtionably know as much, if not more, 


of the Powers of Nature, than oy Man what- 


— 
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ever: 
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And yet his Knowledge was not more 


extenſive, than *twas uſeful and ferviceable to 


Religion. With what Piety does he reflect, in 


all his Recherches; adoring that infinite Spirir 
that once moved upon the 2 aters; confeiling che 


Myſtery, how God, 
oprrit can act upon Matter; 
and Body work upon and "affect each other 3 

This learned Gentleman was well known to be 


the moit finole and pu e 
and how the Soul 


a Perſon, by no Means credulous in the Affür 


of Apparitions ; 3nd yet a Co-temporary of bis, 


an eminent Author, Dr. Henry Niore in his 
Collection of Philoſuphical Writings, ailures 1 , 
that Mr. Boyle, whillt at Geneva, was thot ough- 
convinced of the Truth of that Relation 


ly 
which he there had of a Houſe nt Aaſicn in 
Burgundy haunted in a v2 ry terrible Manner, 


Mr. Perreand, whoſe Houſe it was, gave Nr. 
Boyle, at Geneva a Copy of his Book, which he 


learned du Moulin, 


& 


(t 
— 


* 


was going to print concerning the Affair. The 
in his Preface to Mr. Perre- 
_ and's Book, ſays, « Thit this familiar Conver- 

fſation of the Devil was not in a Corner, or in 


a Deſirt (where the Melancholly of Wirch- 


es is {ſuppoſed to make them fancy they con- 
verſe with him) but in the midit of 1 great 


City, in a Houſe where there was da ly 2 


great Reſort to hear him ſpeck, and u here | 
Men of contrary Religions met together 
whoſe Proneneſs to caſt a Diſgrace upon the 
dillenting Parties did occaſion the narrow e- 
amining and Fil. confirm ng the Trith there- 


of, both by the Magiſtrate and by 
O 2 


the Do- 
cel. in, 


[ 1co J 
« ccſun of the Place. Mr. Boyle had the O - 
Pportunity, as well of enquiring after Mr Per. 
reand the Relutor, as concerning t'.e ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages in his Book z and yet (to uſe the Words 
of Dr. More) Mr. Boyle was ſo well ſatisfied, 


that be profeſſes, that all his ſettled Indiſpoſed- 


neſs to believe ſtrange Things was overcome by 
this ſpecial Conviction. | ſhould not, Madam, 
have given you any modern Inſtance of Things 


ot this Nature, had it not been introduced by 
ſo grcat 3 Name as that of Mr. Boyle; who ever 


thought it unreaſonable to Aion any certain 


1 ruth, becauſe our Faculties are found not ſuf- 


ficient to comprehend it. He has given ſuffi- 
cient Demonſtration in his Writings, how rea- 


dily he believed St. Paul, where he talks of 
ſpiritual Podies a; and I cannot ſee any Thing 
amiſs, if thoſe Words of St. Paul were tranſlated, 
fach Podies as Spirits or Angels have. Tis 
certain, we ſve through a Glaſs darkly, when 


we talk of thoſe Expreſſions of St. Paul relating 
to the Chanze of our Bodies: We ſhall all be 
changed ; as well ſuch, as are aſleep, as ſuch 


who thall be alive at the Coming of our Lord; 
but then St. Paul bids us obſerve, that this 


mighty Change is a Vyſtery: There will ſtill be 
our Body; but then *twill be a Body in Contra- 
diſtinction to what we tranſlate a ee Body b: 
Our Bodics will be me and we; and 
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theſe are the ſpiritual Bodies, ſays the Apoſtle 2 


And our Saviour tells us , when ſuch Bodies 


ſhall be given, we ſhall be as the Angels which 
are in Heaven. . : Fx; 
All] ſhall add, is, an Account which I my- 
ſelf had, ſome Years ago, from a very ingenious 
Gentleman, a Member of Parliament for ſome 


Part of North Britain; being ſome of the Diſ- 
courſe, with which I and others were enter⸗ 
tained in a Stage Coach. He aſſured me, that 


a Widow, a Tenant of his in North Britain, and 


who had a great many Children to provide for, 
did appear to him one Night, when he was in 
Bed at his Lodgings in Pe/l-Mel/ near St. 


Fames's ;, that the Widow let him know, that 


ſhe was dead; but was very importunate with 


him, that he would take Care of the great Fa- 


mily ſhe had left behind her; that he having 


conſented to what was requeſted, ſhe immectate-= 
ly ſqueezed him (as he thought) about one of 
his Wri/ts; that a Brother Member of Parlia— 
ment calling on him the next Morning to go to 
the Houſe ; he related to him, as he was get- 
ting out of Bed, what had happened to hun in 
the Night, and occaſioned his lying longer than 


ordinary; the Sn (he ſaid) at firſt made his 

Friend very merry: But looking upon that 
Wriſt which he thought the Woman ſqreezed 
ſo hard. and obſerving, together wich his Friend, 


a black Spot on either Side of it, not leſs in 


1 Mark xii. 3. 
Circum- 
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Circumference than a Sixpence ; they both be- 
gan to think and talk of the Matter very ſeri- 
ouſly : The Gentleman aſſured me, that he 
ſhewed thoſe black Spors to Hundreds of Peo- 
ple; that the Spots daily decreaſed, and fo 
continued on till he had his Letrers from North 
Britain; by which he learnt that the Widow 
died the " ſame Night that ſne appeared to him in 
Pell-Alell; that ſhe expired with the ſame Con- 
cern for her Children, and lamented the Ab- 


ſence of her Land lord; and he farther aſſured 


me and the Company, that he was fully con- 
vinced of ſuch Apparition; and that he did ac- 
cordingly take Care of the Widow's Children. 
There are many now living, to whom I have 
given this Account, as well as to yourſelf: ] 
hope, a kind Providence may ſoon permit me 
to ſend you two or three Letters more on the 
remaining Subjects; when I ſhall be ſo happy 
as to I arn, that this has given you any Satis- | 
faction: or that tis like to anſwer the End you 
propoſed; which I am well aſſured, was to do 
Service to Religion: And I can aver, with the 
greateſt Sincerity ; "is with the ſame View, 
that the Commands you laid on me . been 
. lo — eye by, 


MAD42 A, 


4 Your very Humble Servant. 
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